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CAUSE of CHRIST, and the HONOUR of the 
CHRISTIAN MINISTRY at Heart. 


HE office of the Chriſtian Miniſtry, rightly 

underſtood, is the moſt honourable and 
important, that any man in the whole world can 
ever ſuſtain; and it will be one of the wonders 
and employments of eternity, to conſider the 
reaſons, why the wiſdom and goodneſs of Gon 
aligned this office to imperfect and guilty man 


It is an office and character that are deeply inte- 
reſted in the higheſt concerns of God's perfections 
A; 2 and 
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and glory, It is an employment that obliges 
2 man to the cloſeſt attention, to find out the 
true mind of Gop in the holy ſcriptures. It is a 
work in which we are called, to inſtru&t the minds 
of men in the nobleſt knowledge, and teach 
them to adore and love Gop.—The great deſign 
and intention of the office of a chriſtian preacher, 
are, to reſtore the throne and dominion of Gop in 
the ſouls of men; to diſplay in the moſt lively 
colours, and proclaim in the cleareſt language, 
the wonderful perfections, offices, and grace of 
the Sox of Gop; and to attract the ſouls of men 
into a ſtate of everlaſting friendſhip with him. 


It is an office and work, the grand deſign of 
which is to turn the ſons and daughters of Adam, 
from darkneſs to light, from guilt to pardon, 
from corruption to holineſs, and from ruin to 
eternal happineſs. It is an employment that, 
when finiſned with wiſdom and faithfulneſs, will 
be crowned with higher honours than were ever 
beſtowed on the beſt kings, the moſt renowned 
heroes, and moſt celebrated philoſophers. | 

It is a work which an angel might wiſh 
for, as an honour to his character; yea, an office 

which 


— 
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Z ie every i} in heaven might covet to be 


employed in for a thouſand years to come. 


It i ſuch an honourable, important, and uſeful 


office, that if a man be put into it by God, and 


made faithful and ſucceſsful through life, he may 
look down with diſdain upon a crown, and ſhed 
a tear of pity on che brighteſt monarch on earth. 


It is a work, a when a man is called to ĩt 
by the providence and grace of Gop, ſhould be 
entered upon with fear and trembling. It ſhould 


be approached with a mix: ure of terror and joy, 


of awful reverence, and holy pleaſure. No man 
ſhouid dare to uſn into it, wncalled by God, or 


- unqualified by the gifts and graces of the holy 


Spirit. 


There are requilite to this office, an enlightened 
mind, a renewed heart, very tender affections; a 
fervent love to the fouls of men; a fixed attention 
to, and delight 1 in, the holy ſcriptures, and a pe- 
culiar love to CnR1sT; an ability to ſpeak in pro- 
per inſtructive words; a firmneſs of mind, to 
reſiſt all oppoſition; and the utmoſt care to pre- 
A 3 ſerve 
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ferve a good moral character i in the d and 
the world. 


To all the above qualifications, it is neceſſary 
and of great importance, that young men, before 
they enter upon the full work of it, ſhould have 
a very conſiderable length of time to be ſeparated 

from all the buſineſs and cares of the world, and 
in a great meaſure from the converſation and 
company of moſt chriſtians too; in order to ac- 
quire a habit of thinking cloſely; to exerciſe 
themſelves in contemplation and prayer; to con- 

verſe much with Gop, and their own hearts; to 
ſtudy the ſacred ſcriptures in the original lan- 
guages, with the utmoſt diligence and attention; 
and, - eſpecially, to improve by them in a way of 
devotional exerciſe. 
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For want of this uſeful and neceſſary prepara- 
tion, many young men, of promiſing gifts, have 


been puſhed too ſoon into public and ſtated 
work; and what has been the conſequence? 
| The churches know the conſequence; but the 
| young perſons themſelves have moſt ſeverely felt 
bie fruits of theſe haſty proceedings; they have, 


L vil } 


to their coſt and pungent N felt the * 15 
to the end of life. 


On the other hand, there may ; i an extreme 
epi not in the length of time allotted for I 
their preparatory ſtudies, but in the miſapplica- 
tion of that time; or waſting too much of it in 
ſtudies, that have no tendency to form a ſolid 
and dae en miniſter of the goſpel. 


e every ching ſhould be made ſubſer- 
vient to Divinity ; and the beſt hours of every 
day, from the firſt moment to the laſt, ſhould be 
employed in gaining, by cloſe attention and 
prayer, a maſterly knowledge of all the great 
doctrines of the goſpel, and the richeſt methods 
of improving them in a practical and devotional 
manner. And if this be done to purpoſe, be 
aſſured, firs, there will be no time for trifling, in 
the ſpace of four, five, or ſix years. This is the 
higheſt work, and the nobleſt employment of a 
young ſtudent; and if he has the ſtrong, the ca- 
pacious mind of an Owen, a Charnock, or a 
Witſius, he will find full work for it, not only in 


the courſe of his ſtudies, but all the days of his 
life. 
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The ſcarcity of ſerious and evangelical mini- 


ſters of every denomination, has been long com- 
plained of. If the Lorp ſhould remove a few of 


our aged and uſeful fathers, their loſs will be moſt 
ſeverely felt. The places of good and uſeful 
ſervants of Gop, are not ſoon filled up; an able 
miniſter of the New Teſtament, is not formed 5 
a day or a year; no, not in ſeven or ten years: 
happy is that young man, who arrives to any de- 
gree of maturity, and ſtrength of mind, in the 
compaſs of twenty years! I am ſure it is worth 
twenty years ſtudy to be able to ſtate clearly, 
and defend and improve practically, the truths 
of our holy religion. I dare affirm, that I have the 
concurring ſentiments of all thoſe, who are the 
beſt able to judge in this matter. : 
If theſe things are true, then how careful and 
zealous ought we to be, to encourage and aſſiſt all 
young men in our churches, who appear to be 
endued, not only with grace, but pifts for the 
miniſtry; or ſhall we ſit ſtill and ſay, 6 The Lorp 


| Jesus will provide, (by a miracle, ) for all the 


wants of his people and churches, and there is no 
need to ule any means at all?“ But, my friends, 
does he do ſo in providence for your bodies and 

families ? 
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families? Did he give you all your wealth, and 


trade, and ſpacious houſes, by a miracle ? + 


Does he act thus in his diſpenſations of grace, 5 


in order to your growth in knowledge, and ho- 
lineſs, and the comforts of religion? Are you 


not obliged to uſe diligently all the means of 
grace, and conſtantly too, in order to have the 


comforts of grace? > ; 


Now ought ſerious chriſtians to uſe time and 
pains to grow in knowledge and grace; and have 


not miniſters, who are to preach the great truths 
of Gop every week to many thouſands of 


immortal ſouls; have they not need of all poſſible 


aſſiſtance from heaven and earth? And can we 
have the heart to refuſe them any encouragement. 
in our power, eſpecially in their preparations for 
this glorious'work ? No; my honoured friends, 


and gentlemen, let us no longer lie in a ſtate of 


indifference and diſuniony but Jet us all, to a 


man, join our hearts, our purſes, and our prayers, 


in this deareſt and beſt of all cauſes ; and, inſtead 
of ſtarting frivolous objections, to diminiſh or 
cool the generous diſpoſitions of any, let us rather 
fan the fire into a brighter flame, and love thoſs 


perſons 
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perſons beſt, who are the moſt able and ready 1 
promote fo good a work 


And now, my dear and honoured friends, are 
theſe things ſo? Is the deſign of the Chriſtian 
Miniftry the greateſt and nobleſt that Gop ever 
decreed, to put into the heart of man? Is it 
the end of the chriſtian preachers office, to bring 
millions of immortal ſouls out of the ruins of the 
fall, into the riches of eternity; to recover ſouls 


from fin to holineſs, from rebellion tb obedience; 
from filthineſs to purity ; from the moſt horrid 


deformity, to the perfection of beauty; from 


guiltineſs, to full juſtification by a divine and 


infinite righteouſneſs ; from miſery to happineſs; 
from the curſe of Go, to eternal bleſſings ; from 
the deepeſt diſgrace, to the higheſt honour ; from 
extreme poverty, to unbounded riches; from 
flavery to the devil, to liberty in Chriſt; from the 
ſpirit and temper of a wicked world, to the ſpirit 


and dignity of the ſons of Gop; from the ra- 


vages of moral death, to the pleaſures of eternal 
life; from the darkneſs of hell, to the light of 
heaven; from violent enmity, to the moſt in- 
tenſe love of Gop; from the attachment of the 
paſſions to luſt, to the full flow of affections to 
Chriſt, 
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Chriſt, as the ſupreme BzavTy and Goo; from 
bearing the image of the great apoſtate ſpirit, to 
reſemble Gop in a en manner r than the "I 
in heaven? 2 


Are theſe the ſublime ends of the Chriſtian 
Miniſtry? and is this to be the continual and | 
noble work of every true chriſtian preacher ?. 9 


Then, my dear friends, what encouragement 
ſhould you give towards the regular education of 
pious and ſenſible young men, for this noble 
and divine office! "RF 


Permit me, my honoured friends, to proceed a 


4 little farther, to awaken your attention, and to 

rouſe your generous zeal to encourage all ſerious |} 
m V4 
* and ſenſible young men who appear fit to be mi- 
* niſters of the goſpel. Let me propoſe the follow- 


ing queries to your ſerious conſideration. 


Is not a wiſe chriſtian miniſter the greateſt cha - 
rater under heaven? If we compare him with 
all other characters in life, will not his ſhine- 
brighter on the compariſon, as much as the ſun 
in the expanſe of heaven, out-ſhines a poor glows |. 
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worm in a ditch? If you compare him with a 
phyſician in an hoſpital, a counſellor in his cham- 
ders, an advocate at the bar, a merchant in his 


commerce, a judge on his ſeat, an ambaſſador 


in the court of kings, a banker amidſt his trea- 
ſures, a general at the head of an army, a repre- 
ſentative of his country, a lord in parliament, or 


a monarch on his throne yea, to go higher ſtill, 
compare him with the ſtars of heaven, or an 
angel in glory; and a goſpel miniſter will ſhine 
brighter on the compariſon, and appear far above 

all the offices and characters in the whole world. 


The greateſt men that ever lived, were preach- 
ers of the goſpel; witneſs Enoch, the ſeventh 
from Adam ;. witneſs Noah, Moles, David, So- 
lomon, Iſaiah, and Paul; and let me dare ſo far 
to magnify the office, as to affirm, that if Kings 
did but know and feel the dignity, importance, 
uſefulneſs, and ends of the chriſtian miniſtry, they 
would deſcend from their thrones, to aſcend the 
pulpit, as a throne of much greater glory. 


What preparation then, does this office deſerve 
and demand; and how ſerious, how attentive, 
how active, and unweariedly diligent, ought 
every ſtudent to be, who deſires and deſigns to 
employ 
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employ himſelf in this glorious work to the end 
of hi, life! With what ardor and gratitude 
ſhould he ſeize every help and guide, to his 
_ higheſt end! With what eagerneſs and delight 
ſhould he embrace every means, and every 
friend, who is wiſe enough, and able to help 
him forwards in the grand deſign of preaching 
the glorious goſpel ! | 


My dear young friends, let me now addreſs 
you. Do not your. hearts burn with celeſtial 
fire, to be employed in the nobleſt work under 
heaven ? yea, let me not be thought extrava- 
gant, if I affirm that it is ſuch a manner of ſerv- 
ing and glorifying Gop, as cannot be practiſed, 
even in heaven itſelf. It is ſuch a work as, in 
ſome reſpects exceeds the work of heaven.“ There 
are no ſinners to be converted there; no devils to 
be reſiſted ; no conflicts with internal corruption; 
no living by faith on an inviſible Gop and Saviour; 
no ſcorn to encounter; no perſecutions and cruel 
mocking to be borne; but here we have them 
all; ſo that we have ſuch graces to be exerciſed, 
| and ſuch difficulties to be encountered, as will 
never be found in heaven to eternity. 
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Amongſt | 


; As preachers perform work which angels cannot do, ſo they are 
nearer to Gop's throne, and dearer to Chriſt than even angels, even now " 


in this life; Rev. iy, 6, The angels ſurround the living creatures, chap. v. il, 
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been written for the uſe of ſtudents of divinity, : 


[xiv 1 


Amongſt all the various books “ which have 


and chriſtian preachers, I know of none equal to 
the Manuductio of Dr. Cotton Mather, eſpecially 


* 'The principal books written for the uſe of Students add 
Preachers that I am acquainted with, are the following. 

1. Chryſoſtom on the Prieſthood. 

2. Biſhop Wilkins's Preacher; there are judicious 
thoughts, and the beſt collection of books that were then ex- 
tant, in this excellent treatiſe. 

3. Dr. John Edwards's Preacher, 2 vols. 8vo. 

4. Baxter's Reformed Paſtor, republiſhed by Mr. Palmen | 
T2mo. 

5. Dr. Watts” s Humble Attempt, which exceeds all the 
former. 
4 6. Cambray's Dialogues on the Eloquence of the Pulpit, . 
vo. 

7. D'Oyley's Chriſtian Eloquence in Theory and practice, 
tranſlated from Monſieur Giſbert, 8 vo. | 

8. Theodorus, or a Dialogue on Preaching, by Dr. 
David Fordyce, 12mo. 

9. An Eſſay on the Compoſition of a Sermon, by Monſieur 
Claude, tranſlated by Mr. Robinſon, of Cambridge, 2 vols, 
8vo. This is the largeſt work, and full of rich notes. 

10. Sir Richard Blackmore's accompliſhed Preacher, 8vo. 
1729. This book is little known, in proportion to its worth 
and excellence. 

11. The Miniſter, in three Parts, by Dr. Gibbons. 
Here you have a thouſand good hints reſpecting the reading 
of the beſt authors, the compoſing of ſermons, and the pre 


dent conduct of life. 


12. The Eloquence of the Pulpit, by Dr. James Fordyce. | 
13. An Eſſay on Pronunciation, by the ſame Author. 
14. On Pronunciation, by Mr. John Maſon. 
15. On Public Speaking, tranſlated from the French. 
16. Chriſtian Preacher Delineated, by the Editor. 17 57 
price 6d. 
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if you conſider the ſmallneſs of the treatiſe, and 
the peculiar pertinency and pungency of” the © 
n contained } in it. 


1 hive been Ane n in this N 
excellent little book, for thirty-ſix years paſt; 1 
firſt met with it in the ſtudy of my dear and 
honoured friend and father, the Rev. Mr. Hugh 
Evans, of Briſtol, when I boarded at his houſe, 
in the years 1744, 1745, 1746. The book 7 
been of exceeding great uſe to me ever fince.- 
am ſorry I did not publiſh'ir ſooner, for the * : 
nefit of the rifing generation of goſpel miniſters. 
It is with great ſatisfaction and delight, that 1 
have done it now. Senſible, inquiſitive, and 
pious young ſtudents, he very-near my heart, 1 
feel a ſtrong parental affection for them. 1 
earneſtly pray that they may riſe to ſuperior emi- 
nence in every part of their glorious employment. 
I ſhall rejoice to ſee them actuated with a noble 
and divine ambition to excel their predeceſſors, in 
wiſdom, dignity, zeal, and diligence; and to ſee 
hem glorify Chriſt, and allure a vaſt number of 
immortal ſouls into a vital union with the ſupreme 
truth, goodneſs, and beauty, and thus be for 
ever 
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To my own dear ſon, I do peculiarly preſent 
this treatiſe, with my additional notes and obſer- 
vations ; and through his hands, I devote it to 
the ſervice of modeſt, pious ſtudents, of all de- 
nominations. I leave it as a monument and Proof 
of my tendereſt affection to the churches of 
Chriſt, who are deeply intereſted in its contents; 
and ſhall rejoice to find that wiſe and religious 5 
gentlemen of property, are ſtirred up to do their : 
very utmoſt towards encouraging a learned and] 
evangelical education of worthy young men, who 
ſhall be miniſters of the glorious goſpel, when 
our heads are laid in the duſt, and our ſouls 
adoring the Son of Gop, in the realms of light 
and glory. 


JOHN RYLAND. 


Northampton, TER 
October 7, 1781. 
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MINISTE R1IUM 


| 0 * | 
The ANGELS preparinge to ſound the TRUMPETS. 


r 


DEATH REALIZED. 


NTENDING to give you ſome directions for your 
I proceeding in the ſtudies upon which you are en- 
tering, that you may be prepared and furniſhed for 

the work of the evangelical miniſtry, to which you 
are deſigned; I ſhall not conſult the method which 
any of the twice twelve, Diſſertationes de ſtudiis, (col- 
lected by Elzivir in one little volume) have given you. 
But the contemplation of death ſhall be the firſt point 
of the wiſdom that my advice muſt lead you to. In 
the firſt place, my ſon, I adviſe you to conſider your- 
ſelf as a dying perſon, and one that muſt ſhortly pur 
off this earthly tabernacle. TI move you, I preſs you, 
o remember how ſhort your time is, yea, though it 
: B ſhould 


wet oat 7 3 


2 - The ANGELS preparing 


la reach. to the longeſt that is ordinarily known 
among the children of men; and {how much more ſhort 
it may be made for ought you know, in the early an- | 
ticipations of mortality ; . Ao this, that you may do 5 

nothing like living in vain. Place yourſelf in the cir- 
cumſtances of a dying perſon; your breath failing, 
your throat rattling, your eyes with a dim cloud, and 
your, hands with a damp, ſweat upon them, and your 


weeping friends no longer able to retain you with 


them: and then entertain ſuch ſentiments of this 
world, and of the work to be done in this world, that 
ſuch a view muſt needs inſpire you withal. Such a 
numbering of your days, I hope, will compel you to 
apply your heart unto wiſdom; and inſtruct and ex- 
cite you to ſpend your little time in ſuch things, and 


ſo induftriouſly, as may be a matter of comfortable re- 


flection at the end of your days. The apprehenſions 
of a dying perſon are uſually ſo wiſe, and fo much 


have the right thoughts of the righteous in them, that 


the beſt counſel which can be given you, is, child, 
make haſte into them ! it cannot be too ſoon to come 
into them. They will have a mighty tendency to 
make you ſerious, diſcreet, and induſtrious, and every 
way well-adviſed, and all that your beſt friends would 
have you to be. You run the hazard of dying with- 
out wiſdom, if you delay to come into them; and put 
far away that which by doing ſo you will make an 
evil day. It was not a folly in ſome of the an- 
tients, to aſſign the contemplation of death as ths 
main foundation and main exerciſe of their philoſo- 


PR. 
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phy; and the young man will arrive to more under- 
ſtanding than the antients, who does practiſe upon it. 
I propoſe a, Vive niemor mortis, as what will be the 
way to the trueſt wiſdom, and no little part of it; and 
as what will contribute as much as poſſible for any 
thing to do, unto a wiſe conduct in all your affairs. 
May the thoughts of a dying man come into an early 
and lively conſideration with you, and regulate your 
intentions, your appetites, your behaviours. My pro- 
poſal is, that you would ſet apart proper times, (and 
de ſure, the preſent time!) to think, what ſort of life 
hall I moſt approve when I come to die! in what 
ork ſhall I moſt wiſh: to have lived, when I ſee that 
am to die? What method and manner of living-ſhall- 
I apprehend the moft eligible: when my dying hour is 
ome upon me? Behold, what will give to the 1 
an knowledge and diſeretion 10 


d, | oe” 
pe r. 18; 5 
ey The true Ex D of Lirz. 1 | 
1 H E apprehenſion of approaching death, one 
by would think, ſhould make you, as ſoon as may 


e, begin to live. But you do not begin to live, no, 
ou are dead while you live, until you live unto God. 
ethinks, I have already prepared you to conſidet 
e words which, before I go any further, I ſhall 
anſeribe for you, from a treatiſe entitled, The An- 
| B 2 gel 
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gel of Betheſda, which is yet (IJ may ſay, lying at 
the pool,) unpubliſned. © Chriſtian, fill thy life with 
© moſt explicit acknowledgments of the glorious God, 
and acts of obedience to him. Let even the whole 
© buſineſs of thy temporal calling be explicitly de- 
© ſigned for an obedience to God. At the ſame time, 
« fill thy life with good offices to mankind," and with 
actions that ſhall be bleſſings (and make the doer a 
rich one) unto thy neighbours. This will be living. 
© —Cetera mortis erunt. The man who does the 
"© moſt of theſe things is the longeſt liver. In three 
ſevens of years, one who lives at this rate may have 
a longer life than a drowſy and thoughtleſs wretch, 
© that ſhould get along to nine hundred and ſixty- nine. 
I may make the more free with the number in my 
© expreflion on this occaſion, becauſe the Jewiſh rab- 
* bi's venture to tell us, that. the time loſt by Methu- 
« ſelah in impertinent things, being deducted from hi 
nine hundred and fixty-nine-years, he will have nj 
© more than ten years of true life left unto him. It 
© a maxim of truth, Non annis, ſed fats vi vunt mor 
© tales, And, they have lived longeſt in the world 
0 who have done the moſt good i in the world. Som 
angel. 15 
And now, my ſon, though I began with recon | 
mending to you the thoughts of a death at hand, ye : 
what I mean is, to make a long liver, and in order 
it, a true liver, of you, 3 ; 
The true end of life muſt therefore, as ſoon as mal 
be, come to be ſtated and fixed with you, and the fa 
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ways of ſin be no longer walked in. \And;what can 
this end be, but, the ſervice of the glorious God ? 
Or, as you have been taught from your infancy, to 
« glorify God and enjoy him for ever.” When you have 
conſidered the matter with the deepeſt meditation, ou 


can ſettle no where but here, and you can ſee nothing 


worthy to be the end of living, but this. May my 
life be ſuch a continual homage to the glorious God, 
as He may, through His Chriſt look down with de- 
light upon. If you terminate in any inferior end, and 
riſe no higher in your aims, than to have your ſelf ac- 
commodated with ſuch things as, a carnal mind calls 
comfortable circumſtances; your life, what is it but 


a perpetual folly, on which you may cry out, O me 
nunguam ſapientem! All your atchievements, though 


they ſhould be never ſo pompous, are but empty futi- 
lities. Nay, how little higher do you aim than the 
beaſts that periſh? And how much will you deſerve 
the name of brutiſh, which is the denomination with 
which your herd is branded in the oracles of God ? 


A little more hair, and crawling upon all four. And, 


what the difference! But, O ftar fallen and choaked 
in the duſt, ariſe and ſhine, and let thy light come, 
and the glory of the Lord be riſen upon thee! It is 
brought about, and the true light ſhines, when you 
ome to make choice of this, as the main ſcope of your 
Living in the world ; it ſhall be that the glorious God 
may be gratified, in beholding through His Chriſt the 
omage which I pay unto Him: rendering and pro- 
uring acknowledgments to Him in all my ways! and 
B 3 wiſely 


The ANGELs preparing 
wiſely ſubordinate all your actions, and all your en- 
joyments unto it: govern your actions by it, and con- 
fider them as parts of that homage; reliſh your en- 
joyments from it, and conſider them as helps for that 
homage; and often have your explicit thoughts upon 
it. Come into thoſe right thoughts of the righteous, 
with which the antients were illuminated, when they 
determined that, Ut: Deo et frui creaturis, does in 
ſhort and at once expreſs all the diſorder and confuſion 
that mankind is thrown into. Having ſuch a ſingle 
eye, your whole conduct will be full of light. But 
if you have none but ſome inferior end, in your eye, 
you will have an evil eye; your very light will be 
darkneſs ; and how great your darkneſs! From that 
hour that you come into this life of God, and thus 
dwell in God, it is inexpreffible how comfortably you 
will walk with God, and have the bleſſed God ever 
dwelling in you. The God who forms the ſpirit of 
man within him, has imprinted on your ſpirit a ten- 
dency of return unto Him, This impreſſion is 
wretchedly ſuppreſſed, and ſinned away in your fall 
from God, and the tendency wofully diverted and 
enfeeblad. The faculty, which we call, the con- 
ſcience, is the teſtimony of this impreſſion, and is, 
the work of the law written in the heart. If it muſt 
continue under its depravations and encumbrances, 
what remains of it will be only to infli& the eternal 
ſcourges and ſcorches of a ſelf-condemning mind upon 
you. Such a recovery of it, as will reſtore the Moſt 


High unto his throne in your ſoul, ſo that nothing 
| ſhall 


a . ³wmwꝛmjq . Ons 


. 3 


Man be above Him there, nbr {hall chere be any de- 
niat of the God that is above, but the intention of a 


grateful homage unto the glorious God ſhall command 


your whole conduct; this is the higheſt felicity that 
you can aſpire unto. The very top of what our Great 
Redeemer has propoſed for us, is, an union with God! 
Many things there are that paſs for wiſdom among 
the children of this world. But this is the grand 
point, whereof it may be afferted, here is wiſdom; 
kt him that hath underſtanding paſs a judgment upon 
it. The ſirname of old put upon our Gildas, belongs 
unto s children” of this wiſdom, and unto none but 
thofe. | Until this point be gained, nothing that is 
truly wiſe, is to be expected from you. But let your 
accompliſhments be what they will, you ſtand in the 
lift of thoſe that muſt have it ſaid of them, What wiſ- 
dom is there in them? Nay, fince the object which a 
man makes his laſt end, the fame he makes his God, 
ſo many low and baſe, and wrong ends, as thoſe where- 
in you terminate, until you thus live unto God, are 
your gods; your life is a courſe of deteſtable and abo- 
minable idolatries; your portion will be among the 
idolaters,- who ſhall not inherit the kingdom of God. 
It is with the utmoſt importunity, that J preſs to 
have this matter well ſettled with you. Vea, entreat 
me not te leave you, nor to return from following af- 
ter you, until you are brought into this way of living, 
which diſtinguiſhes the excellent of the earth, from 


thoſe who are but fo wary para falling i in che wil- 
derneſs, 8 : 
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That you may not fall into the hypocriſy. of 4 many 
books, which wear the motto of, Sali Dos Gloria, 


upon them, while the author in reality. never aimed 
any higher than his own admired ſelf, but as a truly 
learned writer detects him, Scripſitat ſibi ipſi ac fame 


ſuæ, interdum et ſami; Let me labour à little more, to 


explain this moſt rational myſtery of godlineſs. 84 
God is glorified, when his infinite pense ens ace 


beheld and confeſſed with a ſuitable veneration 3 and 


his glorious Chriſt is conſidered with the regards which 
God has required for Him, fo 35 4G:em 20 

The ſervice of God lies in this veneratian i and in in 
the doing and uſing of thoſe things, that hall be ſubs 
ſervient unto it, 

Hence, whatever contributes unto the 3 of 
mankind, and ſuch a relief of their miſeries, as may 
give the children of men better opportunities to orig 
Him; this alſo is to glorify Him. 

In glorifying of God, there muſt be 8 je: 
rum ſubordinatio; and you are perpetually to aha 
and to deſign, the ſubordination, . .. : 

But ſee what proviſion I ſhall make for an & vs 
purpoſe anon to lead you into an acquaintance. with 
various tongues and arts; but I cap do nothing until 
you are acquainted firſt of all, with what I may call, 
much more juſtly than that which has heen . 
called, the univerſal diſcipline. _— 

Wherefore, I will here lay before yau, a plan of 
real and regular living, exhibited in an inſtrument, in 
which one whoſe e and manner of life has been 

known 


known unto, you, ſtated: his method of living unto 
God. It will be no vanity to ſay, that if the inftru- 
ment could be ſhown in as many languages as Gro- 
tius's de Veritate has appeared. in, or as many as paid 
their obſequies unto Peireſtius; yea, or as many as 
they ſay are ſpoken in the city of Cairo; it could meet 
vith no conſiderate reader, that would not find ſome- 
ming within him that would compel him to juſtify it. 

Here you have, what may e the 211 oy 
v with . tld: ri 3 nie 4 


Sie 7¹ vitur. > 


5 petual aim at the right end of all that I do, and of 


of Ws all that I have; this will be to walk in the, light 
ay « continually. The glory of God is the only right 
end of all; and it will gloriouſly lighten the mind 


« that has an eye upon it. But the Lamb is to be, at 
the ſame time, the light of ſuch a ſoul, and a Chriſt 
$ is to be conſidered ; God in that Lord of glory, is 


Igel would not have my foot in the net of [on evil 
vith ones. 

intil © That I may. truly live, oh! may "thy life of God, 
call, and of his Chriſt, be thus manifeſted in me! 


Every thing which the candle of the Lord con- 
demns as an evil thing, I would for ever abhor it, 
and avoid it; Becauſe it will incur that ene By 
in thou . God. | 

I apprehend every act of obedience to God as a 


+ thing 


to SOUND: the TxuurErs. 5d: 


6 © With a fingle eye, to keep up a thats and; Ms 


to be the object which my eye muſt be for ever to, 
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* thing which the eye of that infinite 2 IO 
> © pleaſ ure take notice of. 4 e FHt 9⁰ 
That which procures amy act of my Sheen been 


be pleaſing unto the infinite God, is the mediation 


< of my Saviour, He has by his obedience to G64 
© for me, made expiation for the defects of my obe. 
© dience;* and befpoke a gracious acceptance for it. 
This obedience of his I look upon, and lean upon, 
< as the only righteouſneſs that juſtifies me. But mine 
< has in it a faint reſemblance of that perfect obe- 
* dience which my Jeſus has yielded unto God fu 
me; and it is an obedience which the ſpirit of my 


* Jeſus, influencing and actuating of me, is the 


© worker of. Yea, it is more immediately to a glo- | : 
© rious Chriſt, and God ſhining upon me in = Tow | 


© that'T may pay my obedience, © 


If I may in any act of — 6 of fubniifier 
© to the will of God, be a grateful fpectacle to Him, 
© or, if He may take ſatisfaction in what He helps me 
© to be, and to do, before Him, this is the higheſt 
« felicity I can wiſh for; the top of my ambition the 
« laſt end, the main and chief ſcope of my life. 134 
beyond this, there is nothing that I can aſk or think 

© Prepared with ſuch ſentiments, I proceed noy 
£ thus to fix my eye upon the right end of all thit mi 
hand finds to do, or that God puts into it. ; 

1 Why do J attend on the daily lacrifces of dy 
£ cloſet and of the houſhold ? 


£ Lord, I defire now to pay that homage to tie 
' 1 11 146% which 


2-4 3 5 15 
s ciſes of religion? 


+ withal. 


A 
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© which thou wilt- for the ſake of thy Obvitty 6k | 


down with delight upon. 
« Why do 1 give attendance on the public bars 
Lord, I deſire to join with ar Peoples. bey f 


to thee thoſe „ well 
« pleafed withal. „ 000341 AVER 


] would alfo i improve in knowing and in good- a 


* neſs, and ſo in being what God 'wauld have me to 
be, by mace with 3 mn a6 F iow meet 


wo) I 


Why do I ſet wy 3 to read the: -facred ality 


: . "ths © Ty $+ 92 © * 
© tures? LI NEN 


Lord, I defire to pay a due „ unto the trea- 


| + ſures with which thou graciouſly entertaineſt me, 


Vea, I would hear what God the Lord wilt ſpeak 
* unto me; and be drr what I nay werk, and how 
© live unto Him. ene 

Why do I, in the way of my ſtüdies, go WP 


the chambers of my ſoul with * n and | plea- 
fant rene} = 5? Der ahi 


Lord, I deſire to furniſh my ſelf with ſuch cine 8. 
as may render me more rr for what ſervice 
thou mayeſt call me to. R 200 04 


| © Why do I compoſe the diſcourſes, which Lex- 
hibit, either in the preſs or in the pulpit? _ 


a a 


* 


* F 


18 Lord, I defire to communicate unto others, what 


may animate chem, or dir theni, for living 
unto God. 


* Why do I make any of my viſits to any of my 
* neighbours ? 


* 


* 
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© nei ighbours ? Or, . countenance . Weir nan unto 
< me? » 
Lord, I deſire to let fall iv. in, 3 con- 
« ference that may be for the good of the company; 
£ even, that more may be known of thee, and done 
< for thee, from what paſſes in it. ; 
And, when I propoſe to ingratiate myſelf unto 
any people by the civilities of converſation, it ſhall 
© be, that I may gain thereby the better Sm to 
s proſecute good purpoſes, upon them. ' 
In converſation, I would eſpecially lay hold on 
all advantages to introduce as much as I can of a 
© lovely Chriſt into the view of all that I come near 
9 unto, . .. > 
My journies muſt, like my viſits, be for pathing, ; 

c but that God may be ſerved in them, | 
© Why do I eat or drink? | 
Lord, I deſire nothing but that I may be W 

* enced for the work, which thou haſt aſſigned unto me. 
What of the table may, for quality or quantity, 

© -indiſpoſe me : for thy work, I will for that cauſe 
avoid it, 9 
And I will affect moſt, what I find moſt uſeful 
to me for the work before me. Lord, I would have 
© my appetites entirely ne from this N 
© tion, 
Why do allow ſleep to my eyes, or SOAR to 

© myeyelids ? 
Lord, I deſire to have my ſpirits recruited for that 
* wherein I delight to do thy will, O my God. 
In 


ty, 


>ful 
ave 
era” 


r t0 


that what hinders me from men e 
in the work of God may be removed. 

Why do I trim, cleanſe, adorn my body? 

Lord, I deſire to recommend my ſelf unto hid, 
© unto whom I would be acceptable in my ne 
to convey ſomething of thee unto them. 

Why do I ſuffer "_ ſelf to be perſuaded i into any 
brief diverſions? | ANT" 

Lord, I defire, that © 6k A little adding of my 
bow, and remitting the intenſeneſs of my eſſays to 
do good, I may the more harden it into a bow of 
* ſteel; and return with more 8 to the work of 
. my God. | Ef 

But, I will watch for all tia to ry 
on eflays to do good, in the midft of my EEE 
Why do I write any letters? 

* Lord, I deſire now to do — that thou 
< wouldeſt have to be done. 

And, if I can interweave any mention of nai 
* ters in and for which, I may beſpeak thee to be 
* adored, it ſhall be mentioned. 5 

© I will add this article to this eise 86 my » Hola 
unto God, The ſeveral petitions which I carry to 
the glorious God in my ſupplications, I would very 
diſtin ly examine, what aſpect they have upon the 


and lay them aſide. ' But the view of an holy aſpect 


< truly 


In ufing of remedies for the relief of any mala- 
dies, I am to be actuated from the ſame conſideration ;' 


ſerviceof God? If I can ſee none, I will drop them 


in them, * if the voice of my ſupplications | 
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c- mensa 51h 2, | . 42319 1? 

But; finally; what is it that res me 2  celih for 

. che comfortable things that are beſtowed upon me? 
What are the things which delight my ſoul in the 

comforts wich abate the ſorrows of my pilgrimage ? 

Lord thou ſhalt be the joy of my jo: 

None of theſe things are to be my N gooengl 

tkey are to be but inſtruments. | 
© There are ſenſual delights, which 1 may 1. 
fully taſte, but always thankfully, in compliance 
with the order, wherein the God of nature has made 
them agreeable to the ſenſes. His bounty is to be 

© taſted in them; and as being the effects of that, oO 
are to be delectable. 

The ſweet of my bodily eolurrithiblents meals le, 
© not in their being ſo much ſuited unto my palate, 
as in the * my bring u me for the n of my 
God. | 3}. * el 

© This alſo is that which makes the ref of the 1. 
© bouring man ſweet unto him. 1 

© How far are my poſſeſſions of lands or e of 
© money, to be ſweet unto' me ? No farther than as 
< they are helps to me in the work of God. Aridithiey 
© are never to be uſed by me, but when ſomething 
that I may count a work of God, is to be carried on. 

All my expences are to be on ſomething that God 

would have to be done: and ſo to ſpend, ſhould be 
© as pleaſant unto me; as it can be, to gain or fave. 
* — Jam a married man, I am doing my duty 
| © to. 


| to $ounD: the. TrUMPETS. 


« to: Godin ARG to; the. ninth of Ken, 
andi the ninth; 1 1 a in N 
My children are maluadley and very: reliſhable 
W:things.. My reaſon is; they are the ſubjects of thy 
| kingdom, O my God and Saviour: and thou haſt 
ade ee related unte chem, and they are by ther 
committed unte me, as precious things, in ſingu- 
W- lar citcumſtances, to be through my cultivatiom 
and erudition and inſtruction, more than any others, 
rendered ſuch ſervants: unto tee Waun 
account for a generation. : 
My friends are ſome bf ; my —_ hin That 
whey makes them ſo, is the good I may do to 
W not — — ee | | 
| < Lord, the things which diſcover thee to me, ſhalt 
therefore and ſo far, be ſweet; and the more diſcos 
very they make of they the ſweeter =" ſhall be, 
unto me. | 
What and whom my reliſh Fs ** which 1 
may be hungry for? Lord, becauſe I ſhall fee thee, 
or ſerve thee, the more for the reading of them. 
I do not merely once for all, ſettle upon theſe 
right ends, for the center of my life, and the con- 
ſecration of my all unto my God and Saviour, but 
I would often, often, even as often as I can, expli- 
citly conſider them. And if any thing occur, 
wherein I cannot ſee theſe right ends n I 
would be loth to * e it.“ 
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As an epilogue unto this inſtrument, I would ſub- | 
je& the weighty words, which a dear brother of mine, 
2a profeſſor in the Frederician Univerſity, *who: un- 
derſtands this way of living, has upon it. Omnia 
ita facienda ſunt, reſpectu habito ad Gloriam Dei; at, 
 etfinon ſemper actus adſit hujus intentionis, omnia bow 
ant ex (habitu et generali Propoſito nun guam nmutandi. 
Sed tamen actualis intentid, et crebra ejur repetitio, plu- 
rimum prvdgſi. Conſcientiam enim conſervat tranquil. 
lam, animumg; ob finceram intentionam bene ſibi von- 
ſcium, reddit Lætum, et in * 72 enen ac cir- 
ennypectierge.... Der , 100.0000 315 ef Ya - 
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UT you will not come to this, until the glori- 

ous God of all grace, give you a new heart, and 
cauſe a regenerating work of His grace to paſs up. 
on you, and by ſanctifying impreſſions. of His Holy 
Spirit upon you, call you to His glory by Chrit 
Jeſus. A carnal mind in you, full of enmity. again 
God, will have perpetual averſion for this living to 
Him, till He ſhall by his verticordious influences, heal 
diſtempers which you have contracted in and by your 
departure from Him. Vour converſion to God, mull 
be accompliſhed, or elfe you will have no heart, 
nor ſkill, nor ſtrength, for that life of piety, which 
mul 
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muſt be laid in the foundation of all tha good, that is 
to he expected by you, or from you. Now that you 
may arrive to all the bleſfedneſs of a ſinner converted 
from the error of his way, and a ſoul ſaved from death: 
Iwill briefly deſeribe to you that proceſs of repentance 
which you muſt go thorough, and which every man 
that lives, and knows that he ſhall, but not when he 
ſhall, ſee death, is out of his wits, if he do not imme- 
diately come into, For this purpoſe, I need not alter 
the direction that my Cæleſtinus has already given you; 
you have in unalterable ſtrains had the ſum of the mat+ 
ter, 


© 'Take a proper ſeaſon for it, and, my fan's the pre- 


« ſent ſeaſon; I ſay, immediately! Fherein, firſty 


* humbly and indeed, lying in the duſt, own your- 


* ſelf unable to do any thing effectually of yourſelf 


in changing of your heart, and bringing your ſoul 


« tobe informed and affected as it ought to be. Say, 


O glorious God, I juſtly periſh, if I do not come 


© unto thee; but if thow draw me not, I ſhall never 
come unto thee. Yea, and therewithal, humbly 
© own, that if ever God changed your heart, and enable 
© you todo any good thing, there muſt be triumphs 
* of ſovereign grace over the baſeſt and blackeſt un- 
* worthineſs in it. Say, Lord, IJ am utterly unworthy 
* that thou, who alone haſt the words of eternal life, 


* ſhouldeſt ever ſ ht them unto me, and cauſe me to 
© live, | 


© Under ſuch an humiliation, go on, and Fen be- - 


9 fore yourſelf a catalogue of things forbidden, and 
* 2 | _ © things 
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© things required, in the ten commandments, Ioathe 
and judge yourſelf before the Lord, for the imu- 
* merable evils, which beholding yourſelf in this glaſs, 
+ you will fee encompaſſing of you. Let your con- 
* tempt of the goſpel, and your neglect of the Jeſus, 
© who would fave you from theſe innumetable evils, 
© be thrown as a yet more heavy weight into the ſcale, 
© But then, go back as far as your original fin, the 
© fin of the firſt hearkening to the old ſerpent, and 
the venom derived from thence, which is the origi- 
© nat of all your actual fins; the corrupt fountain, 
© which has run into the ſtreams of the actual enormi- 
© ties and iniquities, with which your life has been 
© polluted. Own upon it; O great God, thou art 
© holy and righteous in all the ſad things that have 
© ever been inflicted on me, and haſt puniſhed me lefh 
© than my ſins deſerve. I deſerve to be ſtript of all 
© that may be at all comfortable to me; I deſerve to be 
© ſcourged with ſore plagues and of long continuance; 
I deferve to be thrown into the place of dragons, 
© and be puniſhed with the devil and his angels. 
< Now, behold the Son of God made fleſh in the 
© blefſed Jeſus, and proffering to do the part of a medi · 
© ator for you; yea, making himſelf reſponſible for : 
© the debt of his people to the law of their God. Be- 
& hold him undergoing the puniſhment which wal 
© due to you for your ſin, and with bloody ſuffering 
© making a ſufficient expiation that you may not bt 
© puniſhed for it. Behold him fulfilling all righte- 
© ouſneſs, in doing alway the things that pleaſe the 
. Father: 
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« Father; that ſo. Jgd may have a lot among be 
© righteous. Admire the free grace of the glorious { 
. God, which allows you to make this plea, for your 
 juſtibicatigp-4 Plead it, that you may, be juſtified, 
© Plead it, with a comfortable perſuaſion of your find- 
c ing a kind reception with your Saviour. Do not 
G 2 that you honour, but that you reproach 
your Saviour, if you. doubt your: kind ne 
c with tim. 1 KE t 11 * 
At the ſame time, we up a full purpoſe of heart, 
0 that you will cleave unto the Lord. Let your heart 
. be fixed in a ſtrong purpoſe to deny all ungodlineſs ä 
* and worldly luſts, and lead a godly, and a ſober, and 
« a righteous Jife. Rut reſign yourſelf up unto. your 
Saviour, that He may by his holy Spicit make you 
perfect in eyery good work to do His will, and work 
in you. that which is well pleaſing in the ſight of 
God. Wholly deſpair of doing any thing that is 
© holy and juſt and good, any further than you have 
your Saviour ſtrengthening of ou. 
* Thus you have done, what you have to do, chat 
Jen may lay hold on eternal life. If God be with 
you in this action, your converſion to God is naw 
. 1 Every thing in heayen and earthly - 
* and. hell now, loaks with, a. moſt. Joyhul Ae a 
N 
This, with aidtot piers 3 cries tothe gc 
God, who giveth wiſdom to them that aſk it of him, 
is the way to come into the experience of à principle 
infuſed from aboye into you, that ſhall be indeed 
G 2 | Chriſt 


20 Th AnceLs preparing” 


Chriſt formed in you; and Chriſt living in vou, will 
enable you to do and to bear what you ſhall in the 
Chriſtian life be called unto. A principle of piety, 
even, the love of God, thus produced in you, ſhall 
be the root of the righteous, in you, perpetually 
bringing forth fruits of | righteouſneſs, ' which are 
by Jeſus Chriſt unto the glory of God. This 
principle will” incline you to endeavour all poſſible 
conformity to.your Saviour, in hating and ſhuning 
every thing that the light of God in you ſhalt con- 
demn as an evil thing ; ; and in filling your life with 
acts of devotion towards God, and benignity to- 
wards men; and in behaving yourſelf” as remembering 
the eye of heaven always upon you; and i in approving | 
yourſelf ever a good ſteward of the manifold fävours 
that heaven beſtows upon you; and in ſuffering aMic- 
tions after a becoming manner; and in hoping and 
waiting for the joy ſet before you in the heavenly 
world. A principle and an attainment and a bleſſed- 
neſs, infinitely preferable, not only to all the wealth 
in the world, but alſo to all intellectual accompliſh- 
ments and embelliſhments : : And without which, all 
the ornaments, on which the great men of the earth 
value themſelves, are but guilded vanities : Nor will 
you, being deſtitute thereof, have any other advan- 
tage of the luſtres you are ſeeking after, than to have 
your lamp go out in obſcure darkneſs, and expire with 
ſuch a woeful complaint as that; Quulis artifex pereo l 
The meaneſt labourer with his hands, even a John 
Urich, baving the fear of God in him, will be more ex- 
2 cellent 
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ed lent than you, or indeed than one who has carried 
C batoon in his hands, but has gone on without God 
that eee . molds mourn at the laſt, with Lie who 
ſaid, Surgunt indott et rapiunt cerlum; nat cum 2 
dactrinis mergimur in infernâm. | 
Iam inexpreſſibly concerned, that you N have 
an unblemiſhed youth, and not be left unto ſuch falls 
now in your youth, as may cauſe you to go halting all 
your days: yea, that you may be ſuch a pure Naza- 
rite, and - preſeryed more particularly, from, criminal 
and abaſing unchaſtities, and moſt particularly from 
deteſtable onanifm, that you may be able to ſay, ah, 
Lord God, my ſoul has not been polluted from my 
youth up. I cannot think of a more effectual preſer- 
vative, than ſuch a converſion to God, as 1 now ex- 
hort you to. 
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ERTAINLY, you will be 1 now pe 
out much difficulty, to what I next proceed un- 
to! Being thus brought into an happy ſtate of recon- 
ciliation to God, you are prepared, yea, you canngt 
but be diſpoſed, now to hearken unto ſuch ſubordi- 
nate counſels as I am now to offer you: Whereof the 
firſt will be, that eſſays to do good, may fill your 
WMS - life, 
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life, and be the very ſpirit and buſineſs of it, and the 
principal delight. The motto which an Engliſh lord 
has upon his coat of arms, is what I propoſe to your 
continual ambition; It profim. And, my ſon, my 
advice to you, is, begin betimes to take that noble 
queſtion into conſideration, What good may I be cas 
pable of doing in the world? Have ſtated and proper 
times for it, and theſe as often as may be, to conſider 
on the queſtion ; and keep a record of your purpoſes. 
Firſt with an humble and mournful ſenſe of your own 
barrenneſs, and ſenſible how much you want that wiſ⸗ 
dom, which is to find out well-adviſed inventions, look 
up to God your Saviour, that by Him, (Who is the 
wiſdom of God) living in you, and leading of you, 
you may obtain a fair view of the opportunities to do 
good, which He has put into your hand, that they may 
not be a price in the hand of a fool; and a clear view 
of the methods to be taken that this good may be pro- 
ſecuted, and your deſire ſweetly accompliſhed.” Then 
procced and enquire. 
Enquire; firſt, What ſhall I do for my ſelf, that 
I may my felf improve in knowledge and goodneſs ; 
and the ends of thoſe means, which the divine culti- 
vation employs upon me ? * el . N 
Enquire, Bent; What ſhall I do for my feverat re- 
latives, my kindred according to the fleſh ; that I 
may prove a blefling in each of my relations? Take 
a catalogue of them; and OT” beſtow Wo 
thoughts upon them all. 


Tes 
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Then go on to take ſome cogniſance of the ſeveral 


ſocieties to which you ſtand related; efpecially the 


church whereof you are a member, ſand the college, 
if you belong to that ! ] Yea, the town, and the land, 
whereof you are an inhabitant. 

Think, what good is to be propoſed and promoted 
here! To what an extent, O dear ſon, and pleaſant 
child, may thy projections carry thee ! | 

Particular perſons in your neighbourhood may now 
alſo, be found out, as objects that good may be done 
unto; the poor for to be relieved ; the ſick for to be 


viſited ; the fad for to be comforted; and thoſe that, 


are out of the way, to be reclaimed from the error of 
their way. Many of thoſe whom you have diſtin» 


| guiſhed in thus doing of good unto them, you will 


find prove monſters of ingratitude, But let not this 
diſhearten you. God is now trying of you, whether 
you will do good for the pure ſake of good ; and you 
will this way have recompences aſcertained unto you, 
in the harveſt, when, whatſoever good thing any man 
does, the ſame ſhall he receive of the lord. 

But, becauſe your own capacities to do good may 
be greatly limited, you ſhould alſo have a time to 
think; what good lying out of my reach may I ſee 
others capable of doing more than I ? And hereupon 
become an humble adyiſer unto them. Yea, I could 
wiſh, you would betimes make it a rule for your con- 
duct; that you will as far as you can, always endea- 
vour a profitable converſation ? and in every company 
think, whether you may not with decency let fall 
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ſome word, which they may be the wiſer or the better 
for; and every one go from you Aut doctior, aut me- 
Hot: for you. | 

Your opportunities to do good, may at firſt be very 
dag, and under very narrow limitations. Never- 
thelefs I prefs you to begin betimes, your enquiries 
after them, and your actions upon them; and expect 
that though the beginning be but ſmall the latter end 
ſhall greatly increaſe. That word, Habenti dabitur, 
will be remarkably and conſpicuouſly fulfilled unto 
you, by the all-goyerning providence of him, who 
has all opportunities to do good, entirely at his dif+ 
poſal. Your circles will grow wider and wider ; and 
anon expand unto dimenſions beyond what you could 
at firſt have imagined. And, I hope, you will eſteem 
your opportunities, as your incomparable treaſures. 
While others are hunting and graſping after the ſor- 
did wealth of this world, which will preſently be 
found all vanity, vanity! You will reckon your ad- 
vantages to promote the kingdom of God, and the 
wel fare of men, as much more valuable riches. You 
will be as thankful to any one, who informs you of a 
point wherein you may do ſame good, as if he had pre- 
ſented you with a wedge of gold: And your maxim 
will be, Divitiis abundet per me licet, quiſquts voluerit ; 
In operibus mea ſit abundantia. 

But then, you muſt not be ſo weak as to imagine, 
that this way of living will recommend you to the fa- 
vour of this world. A ſedulous doer of good will 
certainly find bimſelf more expoſed than other men, 


ig 
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co be ill- fpoken of; greatly maligned, reviled, flane 
SS icred. Here, patience muſt have its perfect work. I 
W may ſay, here is the patience of the faints. e 1 
muſt ſay, be very courageous. [T1198 
l will conclude this matter with the words 5600 one 
ono knew what he wrote. Were a man able te 
WW write in ſeven languages: could he converſe daily 
: with the ſweets of all the liberal ſciences, that po- 
ne men ordinarily pretend unto; did he enter- 
tain himſelf with all the ancient and modern 

© hiſtories; and could he feaſt continally on the 

W curioſities, which all ſorts of learning may 
bring unto him: none of all this will afford the ra- 
uviſhing ſatisfaction, much leſs would any groſſer 
W delights of the ſenſes do it, which he might find in 
relieving the diſtreſſes of a poor, mean, ' miſerable 
neighbour; and which he might much more find 

in doing any extenſive ſervice for the kingdom of 

our great Saviour in the world, or any thing to re- 


& dreſs the miſeries under which mankind is generally 
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'OU are naw in the purſuit of that learning, and 
= thoſe ingeniqus and mollifying arts, which may 
linguiſh you from the more uncultivated. part of 

; mankind, 
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| mankind, and may accompliſh you to claim - a places 
among them, who are the bleſſings and | beauties of 
their generation. Concerning this, what I do in the 
firſt place adviſe you to, .is, to fix the end of all your 
ſtudies, and let this be what it ought to be. Let 
Vives's motto, Oculus ad ſcopum, have' its influence 
upon you in your whole courſe of all your ſtudies; 
If you aim no higher nor better, than to render yours 
felf conſiderable, and make a figure among your fel 
low-mortals, or perhaps, to gain a comfortable ſubs 
ſiſtence in the world, all you do is wrong and mean, 
and vile, and. the holy God looks down with abhori 
Fence upon you. A Bernard is not the only Chriſtian 
who has had a true ſight of the vanity, with which 
the ſtudies of the moſt that ſeek after knowledge, a 
carried on, and pronounced thoſe the only right ſtu- 
dents, Qui ad hoc volunt intelligere ut benefaciant. | 
hope it would not be unintelligible unto you, if | 
ſhould recommend unto your emulation, a flight 
one, who though I find him in the curſed city, hereit 
ſpoke like one of ours; Lord, I had rather, could ii 
be without ſin, that all ſhould hate me, than that the 
ſhould love me for myſelf : If all the world hate ni 
I ſhould have but what is mine; if they ſhould lo 
me for myſelf, they would uſurp what is thine, BA 
thus much I cannot but wiſh for; that you may bl 
times be inſpired with ſentiments, by which the il 
that has more votaries than that on the plain of Dua 
that is to ſay, ſelf, may be dethroned with you. Mi 
aware of it, that the moſt of people who ſhall hon 
. 1" 
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u; and admire you, and applaud you, will termi- 
Ws in you, and look no further than the worm they 
r next upon: God will not have his praifes in what 
one for you, arid by you. God, without whom; 
; before whom, you are as nothing, will not be re- 
..- embered; and all will be as nothing, in remembranoe 


none but aſhes. A ſacrilegious idolatry will be 
; mmitted ! But a true ſervant of God, will even des 
W-catc it, as an infelicity, to be made the object of 
Wi: idolatry : And wiſh, Lord, let thoſe that fear thee 
ad vill ſee thee through me, ] be thoſe that ſhall turn 
Wito me. The love of God, muſt: make you chuſe 


aber to be left unregarded in the world, than to have 


| f oſe regards paid unto you, wherein the infinite 
W od, the firſt and the laſt, ſhall be robbed of his 2 
Which he will not give unto another. Yea, be pres 
red for obſcurities, and for indignities, and be re- 
nciled unto them upon this account, I am now de- 

ered from any danger that the robbers of God may 
bake an idol of me] But having thus forbidden you 
de wrong ones, I will tell you, what is the right end 
nto which it were to be d that yur ſtudies may 

e conſeeratee. * 

When you are upon ſeeking ar nia with 
ny languages, let your aims be theſe; I deſire ta 
ome at thoſe treaſures; which theſe tongues may be 
eys unto; and this, that ſo I may be the better fur- 
Wi1h<d for that ſervice of 8 which I may be called 
Into, | | 


When 
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When you are upon ſeeking. an ar wid 
any ſciences, let your aims be theſe; I deſire to px 
thoſe illuminations which may be neceſſary for an u 
ſtrument of good unto others; and this, that ſo I malli 
be the better qualified for that ſervice of God, hid 
will require a workman that need not be aſhamed-. 
When you are upon reading any book, let your ain 
for ever be of the ſame importance, _ | b 
To ſtrengthen my advice, I will a. fon : 
words of the celebrated Lord Chief Juſtice Hat 
who in his account of the good ſteward, ſays, I car 8 
tried along with me, in all my ſtudies, this great deſign, : 
© of improving them, and the knowledge acquired by g 
© them, to the honour of God's name, and the great 
© diſcovery of his wiſdom and power and truth, and bi 
* tranſlated my ſeeular learning into an improyementyM 
divine knowledge. And had I not practiſed this deſ 
tin my acquiſts of human learning, Ihadconcludeday 
time miſpent ; becauſe I eyer thought it unwortij 
* of a man that had an everlaſting ſoul, to furniſh i 
5 only with ſuch learning, as would either die with 
© his body, and ſo become unuſeful for his everlaſ, 
© ing ſtate, or that in the next moment after death 
would be attained without labour or toil in this life 
' Having thus fixed the right end of your ſtudies, | 
the view of jt make ſuch an impreſſion upon you, # 
to produce a marvellous induſtry in your proſecutio 
ef it: and quicken you to obſerve that maxim, do 
with thy might, what thy hand finds to do. Rememr 
ber. this; there never was an eminent, who was not 
al 


The Anczts vrojaring 21 


1% Sound the Taumerrs. 29 


naduſtrious man. You muſt be diligent in your 
W ncſs, if you would hope to ſtand in any deſireable 
cumſtances before that great king, unto whoſe OO 
W vice you are dedicated. 

ST hat you may not ſuffer a vile ampeditnent.f in your 
dies, and avocation from them, I do now particular- 
warn you againſt the ſenſeleſs folly of an entangle- 
nt in any fooliſh amour, while you are yet a ſtu- 
Wit in the college. It is time enough, to think 
marriage, when your condition in other circum- 
ces as wei las that of age, will qualify you to make 
_ *r choice, in a point, which: a very great felicity, 
a very great calamity, or the reſt of your "ws 


WW! turn upon. 
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HE regulation of your ſtudies, is what I would 
; now proceed unto. And for this, though the 
ale fudiorum, written by Chytræus, be a book 
ich I can heartily commend unto your peruſal, yet 
Peing written an hundred and twenty years ago, I 
all not think the peruſal of that ſufficient far a ſtu- 
nt in our days. I muſt further accommodate you. 
d here, humanity would complain of me, if I 
Puld for bear to tell you, that the Latin tongue which 
is 


15 very good Latin [ ſay,” the Enchiridion Precum of 3 
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is more known and uſed than any upon tk except 
the Arabic, is what you ſhould for many reaſons la. 
bour to be ready at; and able not only to Write, by 
alſo to ſpeak in it, with fluency as well as purity ; and 
confute the common obſervation, that though Engs 
liſhmen do often write {call Spencer and Burnet, fo 

two witneſſes, ] the beſt Latin in the world, yet they 
often ſpeak it but indifferently. For this purpoſe 
you will do well frequently, both to employ your pen, 
for compoſing diſcourſes or epiſtles in it; and like 
wiſe to maigtain frequent conferences in it, with fuck 
as underſtand the phraſes and beauties of it. Indeed; 
I know not a prettier way than this;  tranflate into 
Engliſh the paragraphs of ſome author: who writes 


Boehm ;] and then again, laying aſide your author; 
turn your own Engliſh into Latin; and ſo compare 
that with, and correct it from, your authors. But at 
the ſame time, you ſhould familiarize yourſelf with 
the ſtyle of ſome authors, -whoſe Latin cannot but 
ever charm you with its elegancies. On this occi- 
fion, I am as far from inviting you into the guſt 0 
Linacre, as great a critic as moſt we have had for the 
Latin tongue, who Ciceronis dictionem, nunguam Jt 
bare potuit, nec ſine faſtidio audire; as I am from in- 
viting you into the Ciceronian bigotry of a Bembo, 
or, to be as afraid as Longolius was of uſing the word, 
Poſſibile. But yet I will preſume upon ſo much of 
paradox, as to offer you my opinion, (though I knov 


what cenſure a Quintilian would © paſs/upon'me, for 
ſaying] 
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faying) that the Latin of an Eraſmus, of a Calvin, or 


of a Witſius is preferable unto Cicero's; yea, to 
make up the meſs, I am content that poor Caſtellio 


ꝛ00 be introduced. . 


From Rome you maſt needs ese And 1 
eannot but wiſh you ſo much a Grecian, as not only 
to underſtand your Greek Teſtament, better than they 
do ordinarily at this day in Athens, in which of alt 
places, it ſeems they now ſpeak the worſt Greek that 
is any where fpoken; but alſo, that you may at leaſt 
be able to read a Chryſoſtom of the Savilian edition; 


and not enjoy the fathers only in the Latin tranſlati- 


ons, in which alone, the Roman Catholics, (agreeably 
indeed unto the name of their church) now generally 
chaſe to publiſh them and peruſe them. However, I 
cannot encourage you, to throw away much time, up- 
on an accurate ſkill in the Greek accents: But rather 
wholly to drop them, when your quill comes to con- 
vey any Greek into your pages. For, as the writing 
of Greek otherwiſe than in capitals, was introduced 


in later ages by the monks of Egypt, who borrowed 


the ſmaller letters now uſed from the Coptic ; ſo, one 
thall hardly find any accents on the Greek, in any ma- 
vuſeripts written above eight ages ago: nor was the 
invention of the accents, with which our Greek is 


now encumbered, of any other than a muſical inten- 


tion. And, Voſſius, with Henninius after him, are not 
the only gentlemen, who have declared earneſtly 
againſt pronouncing. the Greek according to the ac- 
| cents: 


32 . The ANGELs preparing 


cents: I pray, how would a verſe of Homer wa 
it were ſo pronounced? 
But for the Hebrew, I am ae e wich 10 
And the more ſo, becauſe it is one remarkable inſtance 
of the depraved guſt, into which we are of later years 
degenerated, that the knowledge of the Hebrew. is | 


fallen under fo much diſrepute, as to make a learned 
man almoſt afraid of owning that he has any thing of 
it, leſt it ſhould bring him under the ſuſpicion of be- 


ing an odd, ſtarved, lank ſort of a thing, who had lived: 


only on Hebrew roots all his days. What would 
an Amama, and the reſt of the brave men, whe ſhone 


in the former age, and had ſouls like the gates of a 


temple, ſay, if they might riſe and ſee the men of this 
generation I It is true, the knowledge of the Hebrey 
is, contrary to the old maxim, Diſicilia gue pulchra, 
with very little difficulty attained unto. Even our lit- 


tle damſels, like Blæſilla, the daughter of Paula, (con- 


cerning the mother of whom Jerom reports the ſame, 
that he does of the daughter, ) make nothing of com- 
ing at this uncommon ornament. And Cooper ſays, 
truly, that if ſtudents would ſpend as much time at it 
in a morning or an evening, as they miſpend on an 
unprofitable pipe of tobacco, they would im a few dajs 


be maſters of it. It is alſo to be owned, that there 


appears nothing more impertinent, than a little He- 
brician, vapouring and ſwaggering, as if he had all 
the learning in the world; and laying hold on all oc- 
caſions to throw out an Hebrew clauſe or word, fo 


nothing but the oſtentation of his mighty accompliſh- 
ment. 
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Weit Nevertlicleſss the knowledgr of the Hebrews 
is to be valued and purfued on this deſigii; it will ena 
ble you to penetrate further into the deep things which 
the Spirit of God has laid up in His oracles? than yοπ] 
could poſſtbly do, by ſeeing them only in ſome tranſs' 
lation. Though wii much more cauſe than the: modeſt 
Melancthon, I may confeſs Adi vir primis labiis dia 
guſtelſe Hebraitas literut, yet as lie declated; What 
Hebrew he had helped him ſo mueh in his jadgment of 
the greateſt matters, he preferred it before all the 
wealth of akingdom, ſo, I may tumbfy declarepl ſcarcs 
| ever fake an Hebrew bible into my hands, but I am 
gratefully forprized with ſomething I never thought 
of; Lever have fome new view, and ſee ſomething 1 
never ſaw before. So that] do not wonder at Luther 
| for making a ſerious proteſtation, that what knowledge 
he had of the Hebrew, was of more uſe” and more 
price to him, than the r OY n en 
de ſet before him. | 
Indeed, I cannot but wiſh; that! 4 Eubslelgs EV the 
syriac may come in, as àn appendix to your ' En-] 
ledge of the Hebrew : not meerly beca iſe it as the 
mother-tongue unto the writers of the New Teſtament 
[which'is the reaſon that we have no Greek word of 
the dual number in all the New Teſtament ;' for that 
number is what the Syriac is a ſtranger to:] But 
chiefly becauſe the moſt valuable and ſerviceable ver- 
fon that we have of the divine oracles, and what may 
de of moſt authority in many important points to 
fear up the fenſe of them, is the Syriac. ' And 
D having 
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eaſily come- at- able. dn 550g bas been aft; 


from the Latin; the Greek church is moſtly. i in the 


if you have any time in your ſhort. life40 ſpare for the 


leſs, it may be obſerved, there is no man who has the 


having once got the Hebrew, eu- will End the Syziae if 


For thecliving tongues, it is a matter ef ſomęiſpe- 
oalation, that almoſt all the Prateſtants in the world, 
ſpeak the; Teutonie and what is derived from it; al- 
moſt all the Romaniſts are found in the derivations 


Sclavonic. If you intend any ſervice $0; the kingdom 
of God abroad, you, may here. take your: choice, But 


hvigg tongues, the French will be ſure inthe, fick 
place to court you. And, though the compliment which 
the nations of Europe have paid unto chat language, 
das looked like a pavingof the way, (which doubtlefs, 
the French; academy have bad in their eye], for. the 
extending of a covetous and ambitious monarchy, to 
what will never be accompliſhed,;. yet, for the ſake of 
your admiſſion to the reading of many French books 
that may be worth your peruſal, I do not fenbid our 
learning of it. This, the rather, for that albeit, the 
Engliſh tongue is capable of being. made the moſt ex 
preſſive, and the molt copious in the world, and is in 
theſe regards much, ſuperior to the rench; _neverthe; 


French Tongue, but primarily he {peaks ms nan 


Engliſh for it. 1 1 ye 
And yet concerning. che 1 e th Ta 
time allowed for them, ſhould certainly be, proportion Wl e 
ed unto the uſe you are like to make of them. Ds th 


More governing himſelf 5 in the ſtudy of the orienti 


1 tongues 


a5 1 
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tongues by that rule, pleaſantly. and modeſtly cm- 


pared himſelf {YUP the man who, paſſed hy a garriſqn 


with, an, þorſe; ſhog a6 big.girga-which receiyedands 
repelled the bullet that ypon, him.: On which he ob: 
feryed, that a little armour if well placed, will be fuf= 
ficient. ,; I have non one who has been able tp come 
poſe, and, publiſh things in ſeyen languages ;,and. yet 
confeſſed to his friends, that he could. neyer get the 
time to Furniſh, himſelf with. much more. than the ar- 
mour of his well placed horſe hoe. But, be ſure, ſo 
much of the, armour a? you cannot hut foreſee you Max 
have Oe caſion for.— 80 much I inſiſt upon, I am, far 
from urging. you, to ſtydy ſa many languages as. the 
epitaph of that great; and good phyſician Kirſtenits, 


erlegte bin the angie. ie 
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P languages y you will confitier' but * inſtru- 
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ments to comé at the ſciences wherewith' you 
would propoſe to go  ſeilfutly about the Work which 
your God ſhall call you to. And eſteeming them as 
rather helps to erudition than any parts of it, you will 
no more value Pourſelf gy a ſcholar bor them, than 
the bare having of tools would make tie + to drink him- 
ſelf an artiſt.” PD 
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and 5 but a northsweſt pallage th them; 0 
think of any one alithot; that Could anſer evt 
tention fo well as Alſted. I take Rim, to ard 
as learned a a man” & cer was ift the wal; And lle 
being fo Ilctle uſe made of his coftelſe cxhibiridiy! I 

10 me, one of the things that L canilot bs wonder 
and ſcarce Know whit to make 1 a Fe 

Inſtead &f fquandering 0 ay Your time, a rhe. 
toric, whe reof no doubt, ydu thought, your Dogatk 
gave You enough at Tchool; and upon alf the trop 
and ſchemès hereof 4 jut cenſurer wer” obferves, 
Poſunt i una argue; 5 alteta hora ita notari, ur ror ah not 
per omnem #tatem fulfeiat; and the very profetio 
whereof uſually is"linfe more than to furniſh out 
ſtage- player; my advice to you, is, that you obſerve 
the flowers and airs of ſuch vritings, as are moſt in 
reputation for their elegancy. Yet I am willing that 
you ſhould attentively read over.iSmith, his, Myſtery 
of Rhetoric Unveiled, that you may not be ignorant 
of what figures They pretend untb. he 

But I will take this opportunity to tell You, a 
there 5 is no where to be found any | fuch rhetorie, 
there is in our ſacred ſcriptures. Even a pagan Lon- 
ginus himſelf, will confeſs, the ſublime, „ ſhinipg i . my 
them. There can be nothing o beautiful, or ſo pa· 
thetic as the figures every where uſed in them. They 
are life, All meer human. Houriſhes are but chaff to 
the wheat that is there. Yea, they are an hamms 


that breaks the rocks to pieces. In them the God d 
1 glor 
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glory, Bund ers, b. ge it very maryelloy{ly |! berg 
is in them that voice of the Lord, whigh.js full of mas! 
je. Fer the pulpit-oratory, vhiefh js what Ja 
have in view, therę can be nothing more adyiſeable 
than to be a maſter of ſeripture-phraſes,. and employ 
them with an agreeable. ingenuity on all fit occaſions 
Iwill add, I Kno not but a Lamy, in his L Art da 
parker, may giye you ſome hints that may PAT IVY 
uſeful, to You. 2 7111 108 a7 qe! 1 = 
Nor can I encourage you to ſpend yery oo time. 
in that which, goes under the name of logic. If my 
excellent friend Langius, in his noble Medicing Men- 
ti, (which J gommend unta you to bg diligently pe- 
ruſed, as an introduction to all your ſtudies of thg 
ſciences,) had not compelled me to a contempt; of the 
vulgar logic. learnt i in our colleges, as a ſort of meer 
morology, yet a little ſerious recolleion would have 
brought me to it, What! is there uſually got by the 
vulgar logic, but only to be furniſhed with a par rcebof 
terms, which inſtead of leading the mind into the 
truth, enables one rather to carry on altercations and 
logomachies, by which the force of truth may be at 
pleaſure, and by ſome little trick, evaded, The 
power and proceſs of reaſon is natural to the ſoul of 
man; and thoſe maſters of reaſon who argue the moſh 
tionally, and make the moſt rational reſearches into 
the true ſtate of things, and who take the, moſt, reaſon- 
ble meaſures for their conduct, and who in all things 
urive to the moſt notable diſcoveries, I pray, what 
ort of logicians are they © ? Either they never once 


D 3 read 
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read 2 paze of any Butgeſdicius, or le they "ha 5 fo 
tarnt'and' forgot” all their vulgar” log 1e. pn in face 
tie rarely trouble their heads to bel the 230 rules 
BEI they have recited unito their tutors, In Ts et. 
hibit in the pompous form of. an art, what every "bil 
does by meer nature and cuſtom, and fabricate i into 
füch "a maße as that of the vulgar logic, and "With 
ſuch triffing applicatlons and illuſtrations às it h 
uſually done, appears as impertinent as if one [bolt 
with much formality teach the art of Gting of Wink: 
1ng or walking. And'it might with equal leah; 
be ſhown what points of regular ma are ex. 
emplifted by t the boys p laying at their marbles!" /Dhe 
moſt valuable thing in' lege and the very termin. 
tion of it is the doctrine of ſyHogiſms. And yet itis 
nototibus; that: as ull: ſyltogiting is only to dd 
you in a truth which you are already the owner of, 0% 
no logic has yet given us all the ſeveral ways of l- 8 
logizing chat may be run into; and it is as aGtorious X 
that (While am expanded (yllogizing is reckoned” ni © 
other than an indecency in ordinary writing as well 8 
as talking) our only ſylogizing i is that which we Gall « 
an enthymeme : ſuch a thing i is evident, and therefor 
fuch a'thing to be inferred from it is alſo evident 
Notwithſtanding, leſt we ſhould offend them, £0 di 
into your logic. But count it endugh, if you bat 
gone through” a Milton, of a Gutberleth, or a W att 
Iadeed, ſome treatifes: bile clear up the maxims ( 
reaſon, and may frengthen | you and har pen youl i 


the- uſe. of it, you may do 7 8 to look into. 7 
2 : 
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for ſome reaſons, I would be excuſed from recom- 
mending an eſſay of human underſtanding, which ig 
much in vogue, yet I can approve your peruſing 0 
Oldfield, his Improvement of Reaſon. But for the vul- 
gar logic, I muſt freely ſay, you loſe time if you ſteer 
any otherwiſe in it, than, touch and go. 10 3 
What I ſay of logie, I ſay of metaphyſicks; which 
2 learned man too juſtly calls, Diſciplinarum omnium 
excrementum, though ſhe would fet up for the queen | 
of ſciences. If you have got a Maccovius, or a Jac- 


chæus into your head, you have as much as I ſhould 


care for: to which indeed, ſome acquaintance with a 
Tuſtanzus, or ſome ſuch fencer for diſtinctions, may 
be added. But then to weave any more cobwebs in 
your brains; to what purpoſe is it? This, however, 
is one of the things which I will affirm conſtantly ; 
that as a Suarez, than whom you cannot eaſily find 
a greater dealer in metaphyſicks, after all, declared 
the hours which he took in ſtudying and examining, 
and rectifying his own heart, were of infinitely morę 
uſe and worth to him than all his metaphyſical and 
voluminous lucubrations ; you ſhall in like manner 


find, that you may eaſily employ your hours to bet- 


ter purpoſe than in ie and eee dif- 


qutzons): 


As for: 8 e dach things as mne Ebi 
Chritions of a Daneus, be among the things which | 
cannot be fpoken againſt, yet of that whereon they 
VOY the plough ſo long in many academies, Iwill 

: venture 


Ars Cogitandi, may paſs for one of thoſe and though, 
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venture to ſay, it is a vile thing; and no other than 
what honeſt V ockerodus has juſtly called it; Tmpietas in 
ertis formam redacta. It is all over a ſham; it pre- 
ſents you with a mock-happineſs ; it preſcribes to 

you mock virtues for the coming at it: and it pre- 
tends to give you a religion without a Chriſt, and a 
life of piety without a living principle; a good life 


with no other than dead works filling of it. It is not 


amiſs for you to know what this paganiſm is; and 
therefore you may, if you pleaſe, beſtow a ſhort reads 
ing upon a Golius or a More: but be more of a chriſ 
tian than to look on the Erchiridion of the author laft 
Mentioned, as, next the bible, the beſt. book in the 
world. Study no other ethics but what is in the bj- 
ble; and conſult ſuch books as the Verus Chriftiani: 
mus of an Arndt, whereby hundreds of En 
have been brought into the life of God. 0 
So much ethics as treats, De . and may in: 
ſtruct you in the rules of behaviour, I heartily com» 
mend unto you. And yet, even theſe are beſt learnt 
by a wiſe obſervation of what you ſee paſſes in the 
converſation of politer people: and by wiſely cot» 
fidering how they are indeed all contained in that one 


word, MODESTY ; which renders every one his due 


2nd aſſumes nothing undue to ones ſelf: or, com- 
prized i in that one maxim, Do and ſay nothing that 
may be juſtly offenſive to the company. The truth 
is; the moſt exact and conſtant rules of behaviout 
will be found rules of chriſtianity : for which cauſe 
it pleaſed our glorious Redeemer more than once 19 

3 EE. 
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give them. Every chtiſtian, as far as he keeps to hit 
own rules will be. ſo far a gentleman, , And for-this 
cauſe, I again- -adyiſe yew: to a en * We 
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S k e T. VI, 8 
Or POETRY "AND SFFLE, - | 


OETRY, verb we 1 now even an hs 
P diluvian piece in our hands, has from the begins 
ning been in ſuch requeſt, that I myft needs recom- 
mend unto you ſome: acquaintance with it. "Though 
ſome have had a ſoul ſo unmuſical, that they have de- 
cried all verſe as being but a meer playing: and fiddling 
upon words; all verſifying, as if it were more unna- 
tural than if we ſhould chuſe dancing inſtead of walk- 
ing; and rhyme, as if it were but a ſort of moriſco 
dancing with bells: yet I cannot wiſh you a foul that 
ſhall be wholly unpoetical. An old Horace has left ug 
an art of poetry, which you may do well to beſtow a 
peruſal on. And beſides your lyric hours, I wiſh 
you may ſo far underſtand an epic poem, that the 
deauties of an Homer and a Virgil may be diſcetned 
with you. As to the moral part of Homer, it is true, 
and let me not be counted a Zoilus for ſaying ſo, that 
by firſt exhibiting! their gods as no better than rogues, 
he ſet open the flood-gates for a prodigious inundation 
of wickedneſs to break in upon the nations, and was 
one of the en apoſtles the devil ever had in the 
world. ? 
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world. Among the reft that felt the ill impreflions of 
this univerſal oorrupter, (as men of the beſt ſenti- 
ments have called him,) one was that overgrown | 


robber, of execrable memory, whom we celebrate 


under the name of Alexander the Great; who by his 
continual admiring and ſtudying of his Iliad, and by 
following that falfe model of keroic virtue ſet before 
bim in his Achilles, became one of the worſt of men, 
and at length inflated with the ridiculous pride of be- 
ing himſelf a deity, expoſed himfelf to all the ſcom 
that could belong to a lunatick. And hence, not. 
withſtanding: the veneration which this idol has had, 
yet Plato baniſhes him out of a common-wealth, the 
welfare whereof he was concerned for. Nevertheleſs, 
cuſtom or conſeience obliges him to bear teſtimonies 
unto many points of morality. And it is eſpecially 
obſervable, that he commonly propounds prayer to 


| heaven as a molt neceſſary preface upto all important 


enterprizes; and when the action comes on too ſud- 
denly for a more extended ſupplication, he yet will 
not let it come on without an ejaculation; and he 
never ſpeaks of any ſupplication but he brings ina 
gracious anſwer to it, I have ſeen a traveſteering 
bigh-fticr, not much to/our diſhonour, ſcoff at Homer 
for this; as making his actors to be like thoſe, whom 
the Engliſh call diſſenters, ; But then, we are ſo 


much led into the knowledge of antiquities by reading 


of this poet, and into ſo many parts of the recondite 
learning, that notwithſtanding ſome little nods; in 
pe not a few acute pens beſides the old - biſhop of 

Theſſalonica 97 
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Treſfaldhier's WG ave' got 4 Teputaricn by regaling a 
with "af8btations „on him. Ten, though one cannot 
buf teile lat the fa 125 of Etoeſe, who tries with uch 
oltentatie on of dene, to ſhow that Homer has all 
along teilfeted us in a diſguiſe and fable, the Viſtory 
of the Old Teſtament, yet many ;Nuftraitons of the 
facred ſeri ptures, I find, are to be fetched from him 

who o, indeed, nad probably read what was extant” . 
them in his days; ; particularly, bar eightcehth pfam 
is what he has evidently | imitated: © Virgil too, ho 
% much lived t upon him, as well a as after him, i is un- 
accountably mad upon his fate, which he makes to 
be he knows not What bimfelf, but ſuperior to gods as 
well as to men; and through his whole eompoſures 
de ſo aſſetts the doctrine of this nonſenſical power, as 
is plainty inconſiſtent with all virtue. And what fa- 
cal miſchief did Fafeiflator do to the Roman empire, 
when, by deifying one great emperor, he taught the 
fucceſfors to claim the adoration of gods, while they 
were perpetrating the crimes of devils? T will not be 
a Carbilius upon him; nor will I fay any thing how 
little the married ſtate owes unto one who writes as if 
he were a woman hater: nor what his blunders are 
about his poor-ſpirited and | inconſiſtent Hero, for 
which many have taxed him. Nevertheleſs, it is ob- 
ſerved, that the Pagans had no rules of manners that 
wete more! laudable and regular than what are to be 
found in him. And ſome have ſaid, It is hardly poſ- 
ible gerioufly to read his works without being more 
diſpoſed unto goodneſs, as well as being agreeably en- 
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_ critic who, with a petulant air, W 
ſelf, ifit preſumes to oppoſe ſuch authority. 4. 
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tertained. To be ſure, had Virgil writ before Plats, 


bis works had not been any of the, books probibje, 


But then, this poet alſo has, abundance of rare anti, 
quitics for us: and ſuch things, as others beſides, 3 
Servius, have imagined that they have inſtructed and 
obliged mankind, by employing all their days upon, 
Wherefore 1 his HFheig, (zybich, though, it were once 
near twenty t times, AS big, 28 he has left it, yet be hay 
left it unßniſhed,) may not appear ſo valuable to Jou, 
that you may think, twenty-ſeven, verſes of the pat 
that i is the moſt finiſhed in it, worth. one and twenty 
hundred pounds and odd money, yet his Georgicks, 
which he put his laſt hand to, will furniſh vou with 
many things far from deſpicable. Bug after all, when 
I ſaid, I was willing that the beauties of theſe two 
pots might become viſible to your viſive faculty. in 
poetry, I did not mean that you ſhould judge nothing 
to be admittable into an epic poem, which is not au- 
thoriſed by their example ; > but I perfectly concur 
with one who is inexpreſſibly more capable to, be 3 
judge of ſuch a matter than I can be; that it is a falſe 
will inſult reaſon i It- 


I proceed now to fay, that if (under the guidance 
of a Vida) you try your young wings now and then to 
ſee what flights you can make, at leaſt for an epigram, 
it may a little ſharpen your ſenſe, and poliſh your 
ſtyle for more important performances for this pur- 
poſe you are now even-overſtocked with patterns, and 


— Poemata paſfi my, You may, like, Nazianzeny 
all 
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he wa painful ſtudies.” Nevertheleſs, 1 
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s all 


the Circzan 1 you., erb el ee bre 
ferve the chaſtity 0 your” foul from the dangers. you 

may incur, by a  chnverfatio on with uſes that are ne 
detter than harlots : : " amonig which 3 are others belides 
Ovid's epifſes, Which for their tendeney to excite 
and foment impure flames,” and caſt coals into your 
boſom, deſerve rather to 'be thrown” into the fire, than 

to be laid before. the e eye which" a / covenant ſhould be 
made withal, Indeed, not merely for the impurities 
which they convey, | but alſo e on ſome other accounts; 
the powers of darkneſs have a library among us, Where- 
of the poets have been the moſt numerous às well as 
the moſt venomous authors. Moſt of the modern 
plays, as well : as the romances and novels and fic- 
tions, which are à fort of poems, do belong to the 
catalogue | of this curſed library. The plays, I fayy 
in which there are ſo many paſſages that have a ten- 
dency to overthrow all piety, that one, whoſe name 
is Bedford, has extracted near ſeven thouſand in- 
Rances, of N from the plays chi Ay of. but five 

Fears precetffing ; ; and ſays awfully upon them, They 
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ſpawns, of a Butle er, A Brown and a a 
pany whoſe name is legion! 8 ak 121 20 15 
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and expoſe them to be, dealt withal as t e ies of 
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God, in the battle of the great day © oft be le 

As for thoſe wretched ſeribbles of m admeh, Py, "4 
33] 

touch them not, taſte them. not, 2 Fate. hem, Dot: 
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thou wilt periſh in the uſing of them. 155 They are, the 
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dragons whoſe contagious b b eath, peop! es the dark fe 
treats of death. 25 To much 1 etter purpoſe pill anf | 

cellent but an envied Blackmore | feaſt y you, than tt 
vile rhapſodies (of that Vinum genenun] which yo you | 
will find always leave a taint upon you mind, and 
among other ill effects, v will ſenſibly it in iſpoſe. you to 
converſe with the holy oracles of God) | your Sa iour. 
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But there i is, what I may rather call a a parentheſis 
than a digreſion, which this may be not. altogether 
an improper place for the introducing of. : - 

[There has been a deal of a do about a flyle; ho 
much, that I muſt offer vou my | ſentiments upon. it 
There is a way of writing, wherein the author en- 
deavours that the r reader may have ſomething to thy n 
purpoſe i kn every paragraph, There | is not only ; a Vie 

gout 
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embelliſhed with profitable references, even to ſomes, 
thing beyond what is directly, fpoken. F ormal and 


painful quotations are not ſtudied yet all that could 


be learnt from them is. infinuated, ,.. The Writer pre- 
tends not; unto. readings yet he could. not have Writ as, 
he does if he had not read very m much zin his time ; 


and his compoſures are not only a cloth of gold, but 


alſo ſtuck with as many jewels, as the gown of a 
Ruſſian ambaſſador. This way of writing has been 
decried by many, and is at this day more than ever 
ſo, for the ſame reaſon that, in the old ſtory, the 
grapes were decried, That they were not ripe, A la- 
zy, ignorant, conceited . ſet of authors, would, per- 
ſuade the whole tribe to lay aſide that way of writing, 


| for the ſame reaſon that one. would have perſuaded his 


brethren to part with the incumbrance;of, theix buſhy 
tails. But however faſhion and humour may prevail, 

they muſt not think that the club at their coffee-houſe 
is, all the world; but there will always be thoſe, who 
will in this caſe be governed, by indiſputable. reaſan : 
and who will think that- the rea] excellency of a book 
will never lie i in ſaying of little; that the leſs one has 
for his money in a book, it is really the more valuable 
for it: and the leſs one is inſtructed i in a book, and 
the more ſ uperfluous margin and ſuperficial harangue, 
and the leſs of ſubſtantial matter one has in it, the 
more it is to be accounted of. And if a more mafſy 
way of writing be never ſo much diſguſted at this day, 
a better guſt Will come on, as will ſome other thing, 


que 
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God, in the battle of the g reat p Je e Almi 
As for thoſe wretched ker bbles gs 11 8 my | 15 
touch them not, taſte them. not, handſ them wot: 
thou wilt periſh i in the uſing of them. "Thy are, the 
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tre ats of. death. TS much better 17 5753 will an X- 
cellent but an envied Blackmore feaſt y You, than 90 
vile rhapſodies (of that Vinum demonum) which | 4 
will find always leave a taint upon Jauf mind, 
among other ill effects, will [ſenſibly indiſpoſe. — 75 t 
converſe with the holy oracles of God I your Saviour. 
But there i is, what I may 1 rather call a parentheſis 
than a digreſfion, which t is may be not bes 
an improper place for the introducing of. 8 
[There has been a deal of a do about a flyle; 
much, that I muſt offer vou my f ſentiments upon, i 1 
There is a way of writing, wherein the author en- 
deavours that the reader, may have ſomething to | the | 


purpoſe i kn FAY, paragraph, There i is not only a vi 


gout 


embelliſhed with profitable references, even to ſomes, 
thing beyond what is directly ſpoken. Formal and, 


| painful quotations are not ſtudied ;,yet all that could. 


be learnt from them is inſinuated. * The Writer pre- 
tends not unto. readings, yet he could not. have Writ as, 
he does if he had not read very much in his time; 


and his compoſures are not only: A cloth of gold, but 


alſo ſtuckx with as many jewels, as the gown of a 
Ruſſian ambaſſador. This way of writing has been 
decried by many, and is at this day more than ever 
ſo, for the ſame reaſon that, in the old ſtory, the 
grapes were decried, That they were not ripe, . A la- 
zy, ignorant, conceited ſet of authors, would, per- 
ſuade the whole tribe to lay aſide that way of writing, 
for the ſame reaſon that one would have perſuaded his 
brethren to part with the incumbrance;of theix buſhy 
tails. But however faſhion, and humour may prevail, 
they muſt not think that the.club at their coffee-houſe 
is, all the world; but there will always be thoſe, Who 
will in this caſe be governed, by indiſputable. reaſan : 
and who will think that the real excellency of a book 
will never lie i in ſaying of little; that the leſs one has 
for his money in a book, it is really the more valuable 
for it: and the leſs one is inſtructed i in a book, and 
the more | uperfluous margin and ſuperficial harangue, 
and the leſs of ſubſtantial matter one has in it, the 


more it is to be accounted of. And if a more maſſy 


way of writing be never ſo much diſguſted at this day, 
a better guſt will come on, as will ſome other thing, 


que 
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que jam cecidere. In the mean time, nothing appears 
ro me more impertinenit ant ridiculous than the mo. 
dern way (I cannot fay, rule; for they have none !} 
of criticifing. The blades that ſet up for criticks, | 
Enow not who conſtituted or comm̃iffioned them! 
they appear to me, for the moſt part, as contemptible 
as they are a ſupercilious generation. For indeed no 
two of them have the fame ſtile; and they are as in - 
tolerably crofs- graĩned, and fevere in their cenſures 
upon one another, as they are upon the reſt of man- 


kind. But while each of them, conceitedly enough; 


fets up for the ſtandard of perfection, we are entirely 
at a Tofs which fire to follow. Nor can you eaſily 
find any one thing wherein they agree for their ſtile; 
except perhaps a perpetual care to give us jejune and 
empty pages, without ſuch touches of erudition (to 
peak in the ſtile of an ingenious traveller) as may 
make the diſcourſes lefs tedious, and more enriching 
to the mind of him that perufes them. There is winch 
talk of a florid ſtile obtaining among the pens that 
are moſt in vogue; but how often would it puzzle 
one, even with the beſt glaſſes, to find the flowers! 
And if they were to be chaſtized for it, it would be 
with much the ſame kind of juſtice as Jerom was, for | 
being a Ciceronian. After all, every man will have 
his own ftile, which will diſtinguift him as much as 
his gait : and if you can attain to that which I have 
newly deſcribed, but always writing ſo as to give an 
eaſy conveyance unto your ideas, I would not have 
you by any ſcourging, be driven out of your gait; 1 
* x 1 
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if you muſt confeſs a fault in it, make a confeſſion 
like that of the lad unto his father while he was beat 
ing him for his verſifying. 

However, ſince every man will have his own ſtile, 
1 would pray that we may learn to treat one another 
with mutual civilities and condeſcenſions, and hand- 
ſomely indulge one another in this as gentlemen do in 
other matters. 

I wonder what ails people that they cannot let Ci- 
cero write in the ſtile of Cicero, and Seneca write in 
the (much other!) ſtile of Seneca; and own, that 
both may pleaſe in their ſeveral ways. — But 1 will 
freely tell you, what has made me conſider the hu- 
mouriſts that ſet up for critics upon ſtile as the moſt 
unregardable ſet of mortals in the world, is this ! 
Far more illuſtrious critics than any of thoſe to whom 
I am now bidding defiance, and no leſs men than 
your Eraſmus's and your Grotius's have taxed the 
Greek ſtile of the New Teſtament with I know not 
what ſolæciſms and barbariſms; and how many 
learned folks have obſequiouſly run away with the 
notion! whereas it is an ignorant and an inſolent 
whimſey which they have been guilty of. It may be, 
(and particularly by an ingenious Blackwall, it has 
been) demonſtrated, that the gentlemen are miſtaken 
in every one of their pretended inſtances; all the un- 
queſtionable claffics may be brought in to convince 
them of their miſtakes. Thoſe glorious oracles are 
as pure Greek as ever was written in the world, and 
lo corre, ſo noble, ſo ſublime is their ſtile, that 


E never 
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never any thing under the cope of ee but the Old 
Teſtament has equalled it. | 


I, : 


, ' 
1 


Kr.. 


Or NATURAL PHILOSOPHY. 


HAT we call. natural Philoſophy, is what 1 
muſt encourage you to | oy much more ny 

in the ſtudy of. ; | 
- Doiit, with continual contemplations and agreeable 
acknowledgements of the infinite God, whoſe per- 
fections are ſo diſplayed in his works before you, that 
from them, you cannot but be perpetually raviſhed 
into the acclamations of, how great is his goodneſs 

and his beauty 

Do it, with a defign to be led into thoſe views 
wherewith you will in ways moſt worthy of a man ef- 
fectually ſhew yourſelf a man, and may with unut- 
terable ſatisfa&tion anſwer the main end of your being, 
which is, to glorify God; and therein alſo diſcharge 
the office of a prieſt for the creation; which, how lee 
a token for good, muſt ic be unto you | 
When I ſaid, natural philoſophy, you may be ſure, 
I did not mean, the Peripatetic : for I heartily ſub- 
ſcribe to the cenſure of Chriſtianus Thomaſius upon it; | 
omne tempus pro perdito judicandum, quod in pbyſican 
peripateticorum impenditur ; ita inepta et ftulta ibi ſunt 
emnia. It is indeed amazing to ſee the fate of the 
1 | writings 
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| writings which go under the name of Ariſtotle. Firſh 
falling into the hands of thoſe: who could not read 
them, and yet for the ſake of the famous author were 
willing to keep them; they were for a long while hid 
under ground where many of them deſerved a lodg- 
ing. And from this place of darkneſs the torn or 
worn manuſeripts were anon fetched out; and imper- 
ſectly and unfaithfully enough tranſeribed, and con- 
veyed from Athens to Rome, where copies were in 
like manner taken of them. The Saracens at laſt 
zot them, and (the conciſe and broken ſtyle 2 
little ſuiting them) they ſpoke Arabic; and even in 
Africa there were many Ariſtotelian ſchools erected. 
They were from thenee brought over into Spain, and 
exhibited with ſuch tranſlations and commentaries as 
it pleaſed the Arabians to beſtow upon them. When 
learning revived under Charlemaigne, all Europe 
turned Ariſtotelean ; yea, in ſome univerſities they 
ſwore allegiance to him; and O monſtrous! if I 
am not miſinformed, they do in ſome univerſities at 
his day fooliſhly and profanely on their knees con- 
tinue to do ſo, With the vile perſon that made him- 
elf the head of the church at Rome, this muddy- 
eaded Pagan divided the empire over the chriſtian 
'orld ; but extended his empire further than he, or 
ver any Tamerlane. For the very Jews themſelves 
came his vaſſals, with a tradition of his having ſome 
cation to, or at leaſt ſome acquaintance with, their 
hers, And though Europe has, with fierce and | 
ng ſtruggles about it, begun to ſhake off the ſhackles, oy | 
e does to this day, under the name of Aplis, con- 1 
KY - tinue 
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5 
tinue to tyrannize over human underſtandint in agreat 
part of the oriental world. No mortal elſe ever-hadſuch 
a prerogative to govern mankind, as this philoſopher; 
who after the prodigious cartloads of ſtuff, that has 
been written to explain him (for within a few centuties 
after Albertus Magnus, there were twelve, thouſand 


authors that wrote upon him; or followed and defended 


him, and by a probable computation, there have ſince 


been more than as many more !) he yet remains inmany 


other things beſides his Entelechia, ſufficiently un- 
intelligible, and forever in almoſt all things unprofitable, 
Avicen, after he had read his Metaphyſicks forty times 
over, and had them all by heart, was forced after al 
to lay them aſide, in deſpair of ever underſtanding 
them. Have done then, with your Magirus, and your 
Euſtachius, and your Heereboord; and the reſt of the 
jargon- writers. Juſt ſo far as to ſee a little what they 
ſay, you may look unto them; whatſoeyer is mort, 
cometh of evil, and evil will come of it. 


Some eminent perſons, beſides a Sennertus and f 
Valeſius, tired with the academical futilities, have ai 7 
length betaken themſelves to the beſt ſchool for phib t« 
ſophy as well as for theology. The Moſaic philoſo 5 
phy in the ſcheme that Comenius has given of it, pe 
much admired and embraced in ſome reformed univei is 
ſities; and you will do well to beſtow a deliberagy 
reading upon it. The, Philsſophia Vetus ac Vera, i wi 
the rare Dickinfon, has given us a yet finer piece thi 
Mofaic work, which muſt always be honorably ſpoki in, 


of. But though it be true, that the Sacred Scriptus 


have a wondrous philoſophy in them, and _— 
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ble Dutchman has lately demonſtrated, that according 
to what eyery day makes more and more evident, the 
prophetic ſpirit from whoſe inſpiration they are given 
tous, knew and owned, the now moſt indiſputed things 
which occur in the'diſcoveries of our modern philo- 
ſophy; yet it is now plain, the firſt chapter of Geneſis, 
(as well as the reſt of the Bible, which refers to the 
ſyſtem of the world,) has not been well underſtood by 
moſt of the gentlemen that have writ upon it. How- 
ever, becauſe of the regard therein paid unto Moſes, 
and the traduction of our philoſophy from the holy 
0 fountains, (though Plato be advanced with him) I do 
8 particulary approve your peruſing of the, Philoſophia' 
8 7ercralis, written by our equally: modeſt and learned 
LI Gale, ſo as to make yourſelf a maſter of it. I cannot 
uy but confeſs, that the hypotheſcs which the more in- 
be genious and inquiſitive ſons of the wild aſſes colt, 
have hitherto moſtly valued themſelves upon, have 
been too juſtly called, Philoſophical Romances, and it 
may be what is now moſt in vogue, may anon be re- 
1 futed and refuſed like its predeceſſors. Nevertheleſs, 
would have you to take what may appear leaſt likely 
to prove romantic. And therefore, as thorough an 
lo inſight as you can get into the principles of our per- 
) petual dictator, the incomparable Sir Iſaac Nennen 
is what I mightily commend unto you, 
| Be ſure, the experimental philoſophy is that, in 
which alone your mind can be at all eſtabliſhed. For 
this purpoſe, beſides your more occaſionally converſ- 
ing with ſuch things as, our philoſophical tranſac- 
Ei 3 tions, 
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tions, and ſeveral communications of our illuſttlout 
Boyl, and of Hook, and of Grew, and Cheyne, and 
EKeill, and thoſe alſo that have writtenlthe natural hiſ. 
tory of ſeveral places, (and ſuch outlandiſh writings 
as thoſe of Bartholinus, and Borellus, and the Get+ 
man Ephemerides) I would commend unto you, the 
Religious Philoſopher, of the admirable Nieuentyt; 
and what has been communicated. by our induſtrious 
Ray, and our ingenuous Derham, who: ill? nobly 
ſerve religion as well as philoſophy. And whatever 
it might be for me to ſay fo unto any one elſe, J hope, 
it will be no indecency for me to ſay ſo unto you; 
that if you deſire to ſee: the largeſt collection, I have 
yet {cen of the diſcoveries which the laſt age has made 
in philoſophy, adapted unto the general capacity of 
readers; and ſhort eſſays upon every article, to ſhow 
and raiſe thoſe diſpoſitions of piety, wherein the works 
of the holy and bleſſed God invite us to live unto him; 
together with the firſt claim that J have ever yet ſeen 
ſo explicitly made on the behalf of a glorious Chriſt, 
and the confideration due to him in our philoſophy; 
you have this prepared for you i in ee ee 
the CHRISTIAN PHILOSOrH RRE. N ee e 
Above all, I would have you ſee to it, that you be 
not, like ſome haughty, and ſhort-ſighted, and half- 
witted, ſmatterers in philoſophy, ſeduced into the 
folly: of doubting the exiſtence: or providence of 3 
glorious God, by a ſtudy, which, if well-purſued, 
would compel you to come into a ſtrong faith, where- 
with _ would give glory to him, on all. occaſions. 
IT Þc;6 


to SOUND the TRUMPETS. 55 


] hope, every ſtep of your ſtudy will give you more 
and more ſatisfaction, of what one of our beſt philo- 
ſophers, the author of, the Natural hiſtory of the 
earth, adheres unto ; that as the world was at firſt 
created, ſo it has been ever ſince preſerved, by the im- 
mediate hand of God, You will ſee, that the influ- 
ences of one thing upon another in the courſe of na- 
ture are purely from the omnipotent and omnipreſent 
God, actually for ever at work, according to his own 
laws, and putting his laws in execution, and as the 
univerſal cauſe producing thoſe effects, whereof the 
creatures are but what one may call, the occaſional 
cauſes. You will alſo be often and quickly carried 
up into thoſe immechanical principles, from whence, 
the next ſtep is into God ! The gravitation of bodies 
is one of them; for which no cauſe can be aſſigned 
but the will of the glorious God, who is the firſt 
cauſe of all. Child, ſee God in every thing! Own 
Him, fear Him, love Him; ſtudy philoſophy with a 
perpetual intention to do ſo. Remember, God is to 
ſpirits, what center is to bodies. And, a mind that 
from the view of the glorious God in his works, is 
carried into acknowledgements of a God infinitely 
worthy to be loved and praiſed and ſerved and relied 
upon, becomes a temple filled with the glory of the 
Lord. Viſit for this purpoſe the ſeveral clafſes of the 
creatures: walk through the world; (and be ſo far a 
Peripatetic /) and in this generous exerciſe, fe:r God 
and give glory unto him. 
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SECT x. 
OF THE MATHEMATICS. 


HE mathematicks will be, next unto philoſophy 

a noble ſtudy for you ; the moſt eſſential parts 
whereof, you have in the Curſus Mathematicus of an 
Ozanam ſo delivered unto you, that indeed you will 
hardly need any more, Though you are ſhaping for 
a divine, yet I ſhould not be ſorry to ſee you as exqui- 


—— 9 — a 


fite a mathematician as the excellent Pitiſcus, who, 
though he were a divine, yet without a tutor became j 
ſuch an high attainer in this real learning, that Mel- 2 
chior Adam cries out, Ilud mirandum! upon it: And 1 
it cauſed the noble Tycho Brahe to ſay, Optarem plu- ir 
res ejuſmodi concionatores reperiri : forte plus efſet in ii Wil (| 
circumſpecti et ſolidi judicii. I ſhould not be ſorry to f. 
ſee a Wallis, or a Wilkins, or a Barrow, revived in W 
you, if your genius lead you to it, | u 
Beſides the other uſes of arithmetic and geomettry; ed 
[wherein an Hill and an Euclid, or, The Young M# K 
thematicians Guide of a Ward, inſtead of both, may n 
fingularly be commended for you] you will find this fl. 
benefit by the ſtudy of them; they will necefhitats qu 
and habituate your mind unto that ſtrong attention, Wi tc 
which will marvellouſly qualify you for more import- Wi ib: 


ant ſeryices, and make a ſtrong reaſoner of you, and“ 
yerj 
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very regular and cohzrent ſpeaker, -They were diſ- 
tinguiſhed by the name of matheſis, and made the firſt 
learning in ſome ancient ſchools, for this very reaſon. 
And you may be ſure, I ſhould reckon it a further 
encouragement unto the ſtudy, if the general rule 
might hold without any exception, that great mathe- 
maticians uſe to be men of good morals; it ſeems that 
their intenſe applications and ſpeculations are incons 
ſiſtent with debaucheries. While you are thus em- 
ployed, methinks, it might be a pretty diverſion to go 
through ſome of Leybourn's Mathematical recreations. 

But you muſt alſo ſoar upwards, to the attainments 
of aſtronomy, For though of later ages, the vo- 
luminous Toſtatus whom they complemented as hav- 
ing all the learning in the world, were no better an 
aſtronomer, than Juſtin Martyr, and Ambroſe, and 
Theodoret, and Chryſoſtom, and Auſtin himſelf, who 
in the more early ages declaimed violently againſt the 
ſpherical figure of the heavens ; I ſhould be loth you 
ſnould through ignorance in aſtronomy, ever fall into 
what even a Jerom would call Stultiloguium in eccleſia. 
| Wherefore, I cannot but adviſe you to be well inſtruct- 
ed in the aſtronomical lectures, as of an accurate 
Neill, ſo of the acute Whiſton ; while we are mourn- 
ing, that he who ſo excellently ſerves us in aſtronomy, 
ſhould ſo unhappily hurt us in divinity, and call intq 
queſtion, (as a dubious problem) the infinite and 
eternal Godhead of him for whom, as well as by whom 
the ſun and the ſtars were created, 


At 
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At the ſame time, I hope, there is no need of my 
ſaying any thing to diſſuade you from the ſtudy of 
judicial aſtrology : The moſt injudicious thing in the 
world: All futility ; all impiety ; all of a piece with 
the ridiculous whim of a Gaffarel, who maintains, that 
the ſtars in the heavens do ſtand ranged in the form of 
Hebrew letters, and that it is poſſible to read there 
whatever is to happen of importance throughout the 
univerſe. And yet perhaps, there may be ſome need 
for me to caution. you, againſt being diſmayed. at, the 
ſigns of the heavens, or having any ſuperſtitious fancies 
upon eclipſes and the like occurrences, or thinking 
that if there were a conjunction of all the planets in 
piſces, it would portend that the world ſhould be 
drowned. Yea, I am willing that the cometomancy 
which has hitherto ſo much reigned, even in the moſt 
honeſt minds, be laid aſide with you; and that you 
be apprehenſive of nothing portentous in blazing ſtars, 
except it ſhould be apprehended, that in their ellip- 
tic motions they may make ſo near an appulſe unto this 
globe as to bring ſome confuſion upon it. For my 
part, I know not whether all our worlds, and even 
the ſun itſelf, may not fare the better for them, Some, 
that know more than I, do think ſo, Indeed, if you 
perſuade a world, here lying in wickedneſs, there to 
ſee a preſage, and to take warning, from the tremend- 
ous view of a world in a ſtate of puniſhment, I will 
fay, go on and proſper. 
But I will now ſo far fetch. you down from the 
ftars, and ſet you down on ycur native ſoil, as to tell 


you, 
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SE you,)that ther is nothing mathematical to which T 
more adviſe you, than the t᷑aſy ſtudy of geography 
Perhaps the ſituation of Paradiſe and Paleſtine, and 
of the places mentioned in the Sacred Scriptures, may 

de what you would be willing to be the firſt of all 
acquainted with. And for this, let the admirable 
Bochart be your principle inſtructor. What has been 
chiefly taken from him, and from two or three more, 


in three or four octavo's under the title of. Sacred 


| Geography, ¶ by one Wells,] may herein alſo be of 
ſome uſe to you The Piſgab Sight of a Fuller, will 
be read with a pleaſure equal to the profit; and the 
paleſtina Illuſtrata of a Reland, perhaps with a profit 
greater than the pleaſure. But you will not give 
over, till more of the world, has come into your 
knowledge, than the decree of an Auguſtus could 
reach unto. Wherefore, after a Morden or a Gor- 
con, [together with a Varenius, ] has-given you a more 
compendious view of the world, I ſay, nothing of a 
work entitled, Geography Rectified, becauſe it is not 
eaſy to find a work that more wants to be rectiſied; 

but what J ſay next, is, that the Atlas Geographus, will 
de a yet more inſtructive guide lor you, in your taking 
the tour of the ſeveral. regions in it. You may then, 


ſafety make your viſits to particular countries and 
cities, in the deſcriptions given of them. And here, 
while I ſuppoſe, that what a Camden has given you 
im his Britannia, will be no unacceptable entertain- 
ment for you, | cannot but notify unto you, that, the 

Engliſh 


as your inclinations may carry you, with delight and. 
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Engliſh empire in America; deſcribed: by one Old. 
mixon, is the moſt fooliſh and faithleis performance 
in this kind, that ever mankind was abuſed withal. 
I am deſirous, that you proceed and peruſe many of the 
travels that have been publiſhed ; and (if you dare not 
venture upon a Purchas) by converſing with many 
more than what are exhibited in that rich collection 
which goes under the name of, Jtinerantium atque nd. 
vigantium bibliotheca, you may with little expence or 
hazard become a notable traveller. In your thus rid- 
ing a circuit, you will eſpecially inform yourſelf 
about, the ſtate of religion, in the world: (and me- 
thinks, Paget's Chriſtianography, and Brierwood“ 
Enquiries, may particularly deſerve à reading with 
you:) And you will have your heart thereupon raiſed 
in ſentiments of gratitude unto a ſovereign God, who 
has caſt your lot among a people whom he has known 
above moſt of the families of the earth: Even 4 
Righteous Father, for ſoit pleaſes thee land com- 
paſſion for a world over ſo much of which the powes 
of darkneſs continue to tyrannize : diſpoſed like an 
owner of, Sellers New Syſtem of Geography, whon 
I found inſerting with his pen this note at the end of 
it; Peccantis et perditi tam, vaſti mundi, miſerere Deui! 
Yea, in fine, let me tell you, this eaſy ſtudy will not 
only furniſh you to maintain a profitable converſation, 
and a communication that may miniſter grace, and be 
ever acceptable to the hearers : But if you prove. 1 
man of concern for the kingdom of God in the world, 
it may bring you to form thoſe projections, by which 
4 
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x5 little as you are in your own eyes, whole nations 
may anon come to fare the better for yo]. 

For muſic, I know not what well to ſay. Do as you 
pleaſe, If you fancy it, I do not forbid it. Only do 
not for the ſake of it, alienate your time too much, 
from thoſe that are more important matters, It may 
be ſo, that you may ſerve your God the better, for the 
refreſhment of one that can play; well on an inſtrument. 
However, to accompliſh yourſelf at regular ſinging, 
is a thing that will be of daily uſe to you. For 1 
would not have a day paſs you without ſinging, but ſo 
as at the ſame time to make a melody in your heart 
unto the Lord; beſides the part you may bear, In 
Hymnis ſuaviſonantis eccleſie. 

I will conclude this article with a remark. made by 
Perault, in his account of illuſtrious men. Some re- 
proached Gaſſendus, for not knowing enough certain 
parts of the mathematicks. Whereupon he ſays; 
Whether he was actually ignorant of what was moſt 
abſtruſe in theſe ſciences, or whether he neglected it, 
he could not but be the more commendable. for it. 
There is ſomething of little, in tying ones ſelf up 
too much to little things; and even of imprudence 
too, to conſume therein a time, which may be em- 
* ployed more uſefully on other knowledge. 
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ra the emperor Baſil had not in his inſtructions to 


A "fon, recommended unto him hiſtory as a way 


of travelling without fatigue, yet you may be ſure, my 


ſon, I ſhould Have recommended to you: an acqüdißt. 
ance with biſtory, as one of the moſt needful and "uſe. 


ful accompliſhments, for a man that would ferve God 


as you propoſe to do. The praiſes of that method 
which they that handle the pen of the writer, have 
taken to ſtop the flood of things, and give a conſiſtency 
and a duration unto them, chat hiſtorians uſually be- 
gin their works withal, and the flouriſhes about, Lux 
veritatis, vita memoriæ, mag i/ter vite, And 1 know 
not what are as unneceſſary on this occaſion, as they 
are on that whereon we commonly have them. And 


though perhaps we cannot meet with ſuch hiſtorians, 


yaa rt + 


as Le Moyne pleaſes to require, but ſuch as he fays, 


will not appear until the year when the philoſopher's $ 


ſtone ſhall be diſcovered; yet I would not have you 
diſcouraged from 1 the beſt we have. But for 
this purpoſe, I ſnall be far from adviſing you to impoſe 
on yourſelf, the tedious taſk of reading over the 
hundreds of hiſtories, which Degory Whear, or the 
Frenchman who has more lately written, L'Hiſtoire 

1 des 
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des Hiſtoires, may obtrude upon you, except you were 
to have the long life of an Antediluvian; and eden 

then alſo, to read them all would be to ſpend much 

time impertinently. Perhaps a coneiſe body of uni- 
verſal hiſtory, may be very properly laid in the founda- 
tion of your hiſtorical ſtudies. And though Hornius, 
his Arca Noæ, be admirable, and Sleidans little book,, 
De quatuor ſummis imperiis, be far from deſpicable; 
yet I cannot preſently think of a better, than Mat- 
thias Prideaux, his eaſy and compendious introduce 
tion for the reading all ſorts of hiſtories. Proceed' 
then, to ſome volumes of larger dimenſions; among 
which I can tell of none that I could more heartily 
commend unto you, than Howel his Inſtitution of 
General hiſtory : and upon this, add, Puffendorf 's In- 
troduction. But I will here betimes lay in for this; 
in reading of all hiſtory, ever now and then make a 
convenient pauſe; to think, What can I ſee of the 
lorious God in theſe occurrences? And always re- 
ember, the providence of the glorious God in go- 

erning the world, 1s now under my contemplation. 

Doubtleſs you will have a deſire, if you can find a 
eiſure, to read ſome hiſtories of particular countries. 
And here, as I know none better than Mezeray, for 
rance; Mariana for Spain; Grotius, for Holland x 
noles with Rycaut, for the Ottoman Empire; Lu- 
ſolphus, for Abyſlinia ; Crull, for Ruſſia; (there 
reſeveral ſmall ſtory- tellers for Perſia, and Indoſtan,) 
artinius, and ſome other Jeſuits (but you muſt re- 
nember, 9 are Jeſuites ') for China; - Martyr, or 
Acoſta, 
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Acoſta, or Ogilby for America; Buchanan, for Scot, 


land; and Cox. for Ireland; ſo, I would preſe 


Baker, for England; eſpecially, if you could come a 
an edition that was printed before what they call, The 
Reſtauration, The Memorials of Engliſh Affain, 
from the ſuppoſed expedition of Brute into the iſland, 
until the coming of K. James I. (do not ſomething 
jn the title ſound a little oddly ?) written by Whit. 
lock, or the little, Medulla Hiflorie Anglicane, may 
alſo be to you a pretty abſtract of our Engliſh hif 
tory. | e 
But the mention of Engliſh affairs puſhes me, eye 
with ſome anticipation, into the caution which I an 
to give you, about reading all our common hiftoricy 
but none more than the Engliſh ones; that is, to be- 
lieve with diſcretion. Alas, the vanity which 2. 
tends human affairs! As there are many men ani 
things that are ſcarce mentioned in true hiſtory, whid 
deſerve a mention more than ſome that are univerſal 
celebrated; What heroes are buried among thoſe wht 
lived before the days of Agamemnon ? And Walle 
Plettenberg is leſs known than a Turkiſh. pirate: 
What has been ponderous has (as my Lord Bacon e 
preſſes it) been ſunk to the bottom in the ſtream d 
time, while we have ſtraw and ſtubble ſwimming i 
top: So, it is a thing, that may be too truly, but car 
not be too ſadly, complained of; that the inſtancdl 
wherein falſe hiſtory has been impoſed upon the world 
are what cannot be numbred. Hiſtorians have geile 


rally taken after their father Herodotus ; And ee 
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one of themſelves, Vopiſcus by name, has expreſly 
ſaid of them, They are all of them liars : this wit- 
neſs is true | though they have not all of them al- 
ways been ſuch mercenary villains as Biſhop Jovius, 
or that ſcandalous fellow, who more lately ſo hired 
himſelf out as an hiſtory writer for the higheſt bidder, 
that his countrymen, the Italians, fixed that motto 
on him, Not according to the hiſtory but the ſalary ; 
yet one who gently enough criticiſes on them, too 
juſtly queſtions, whether any modern hiſtorian. has 
thought of any more than pleaſing the prince or par- 
ty for whom he wrote. The ancient are not much 
better than the modern; whereof we have a notorious 
and amazing example in Joſephus. It would be too 
long a digreſſion to relate his vile prevarications; 
which have compelled us to concur unto the cenſure” 
paſſed by our Gregory- upon him ; that being ambi- 
tious to have his work find acceptance among the 
heathen, he did ſo compoſe his hiſtory as to propoſe 
| nothing that might appear incredible to them, and 
not have ſome congruity with what had been, and 
was likely again to be among them. Indeed all ho- 
neſt men are ſcandalized, no leſs than Caftrius, at 
the pains he takes to make his court unto the Roman 
princes by his Heathen Judaiſm ; wherein as one ſays, 
he was more impious than the Philiſtines who placed 

the ark by Dagon. | 
What a fine ſtory are we like to have of as infa- 
mous a reign as ever was in the world, and a tyranny 
all made up of treacheries, and robberies, and cruelties 
F that 
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that cannot be parallelled ; when it comes from three. 
poets, each of them with a penſion of twelve thouſand 
livres a year, to give us a panegyric inſtead of an hi. 
tory, and outdo a Paterculus blanching his Tiberius! 
How little many repreſentations of matters in hiſtories 
are to be relied upon; methinks, it may be a little il- 
kuſtrated from the two chief commanders in a memo- 

rable battle of Belgrade, both of which wrote the hiſ- 
_ tory of the battle without the leaſt mention made by 
the one of the other, each aſſuming to himſel the en- 
tire honour of the day, You will certainly ſay, Who 
can underſtand his errors? —When the admirable 
Eraſmus himfelf miſtakes one man for two, in writ- 
ing of what was a great while ago; and three pro- 
felled and eminent hiſtorians give us a very wrong 
account of the gentleman who, a much leſs while 
ago, founded the Charter-houſe; and though no 
writer of hiſtory ever were more meritorious than the 
incomparable Thuanus, yet learned men have ſaid of 
his performance, that it contained, Multa falſiſima et 
indigna. Vea, there are hiſtorians of whom one can 
ſcarce tell which to admire moſt, the nature of their 
lies, or their manner of telling them; I mean, the 
impudence with which they tell them. For inſtance, 
it is pretty well that Hozier, the French king's ge- 
nealogiſt, has diſcovered no leſs than four thouſand 
wrong things in Varillas, the ſame king's hiſtorian; 
and another obſerves, every ſingle page in him has 
almoſt as many errors as a printer's ordinary table of 
errata, But then, what an impudent fellow was Phi- 
lanax 
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wax Anglicus, when he accuſed Calvin of delicacy 
and epicureaniſm in his way of living; and quotes 
Florimond de Remond for a witnefs of it; who, he 
ſays, has left us a lively image of him. Whereas, if 
you conſult this Florimond de Remond, the lively 
image which he gives of Calvin is, That from his 
youth he macerated' his body with faſting, and that 
hardly could be found a man that equalled him for his 
laborioufneſs. Be fure, the late hiſtorians, that pre- 
tend unto an hiſtory of England for us, write with 
ſuch flagrant partialities, and are ſuclievident leaſing- 
makers, and palm upon you ſo very wrong and bafe 
exhibitions, eſpecially of late occurrences, that one 
may as well believe the true hiſtory of a Lucian, as 
yield any credit unto them. If you muſt read them, 
yet as to things that paſfed in the former century, I 
would hardly fo much as look upon many of them. 
And among thefe, though ſeveral are bad enough, yet 
there is none that has done ſo ill as an Eachard, (1 
| mear in his Engliſh, and not in his Roman Hiftory,) 
who ſhould not be admitted into the library of a gen- 
tleman that has any concern for truth ; except he 
will affign him a place on the ſame ſhelf with the 
Grand Cyrus, or Cleopatra. A late Critical Hiſtory 
of England has done ſome juſtice upon him. Indeed 
che hiſtorians never keep cloſer to the way of lying, 
than in the relation they give of thoſe twenty years 
| which paſſed after the beginning of our civil wars, 
and afforded a very ample and fertile field for their 
faculty to work upon. Among theſe, the romance 
F 2 that 
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that goes under the title of the Hiſtory of the Grand 
Rebellion, and is fathered on the earl of Clarendon, Wl 
I would have you more particularly treat with the 
diſregard that is proper for it. If you would come at 
all near to the truth of what concerns thoſe times, you 
muſt look for it in Whitlock, his Memorials of Eng. 
liſh Affairs, from the Beginning of King Charles . 
to the Reſtoring of King Charles II. And Ruſh. 
worth's Collections. And yet even there, ſome of 
the greateſt perſons and actions have not always full 
juſtice done them. I do particularly advertiſe. you, 
that the mighty man, whom not only our king Wil. 
liam (as Fleming reports) had a very high eſteem for, 
but alſo his moſt bigotted and bittereſt enemies con- 
fels to have been a matchleſs hero, and (as even Sir 
Roger Manly himſelf, as well as many more of his 
bran, acknowledges,) not unworthy of the ſupreme 
heighth of empire which he attained to, has never yet 
had his hiſtor, fairly and fully given; and when you 
read it given (as they are now approaching towards 
it) with the greateſt impartiality wherein you have 
hitherto ſeen it, you may bear this in your mind, 
that the principal ſtroke in his character, and the prin- 
cipal ſpring of his conduct, is for ever defectively c- 

lated. | 13 e 
As for ſuch abominable pens as what the Athens 
Oxanienſes of a Wood have been excretions from, you 
cannot ſufficiently deſpiſe them and abhor them. And 
I will further tell you, that if in any hiſtory you bap- 


pen to find any vindicating or favourable paſſages of old 
I Acrh- 


7% Sound the TrumMPETSs. 69 


Archbiſhop Laud, Let theſe be Shibboleth enough 
with you to do the office which the rattle does for the 
ſerpent, which our country is no ſtranger to. Yea, 
and when you read even fuch conſcientious hiſtorians 
as a Baxter and a Burnet, you muſt make allowances 
for ſome hearfays, which led them into miſtakes ; and 
for certain prejudices, the tincture whereof a little in- 
fuenced their views of what they were diſſaffected to. 
Having thus armed you for a walk among the woods 
of civil hiſtory, I muſt now propoſe church-hiſtory, 
with a yet more earneft wiſh to have you well ac- 
quainted with it: for, although Grotius obſerves, 
Qui legit hiftoriam ecclefiaſticam, quid legit, nifs epiſco- 
porum vitia? And others have been fo ſatyrical as to 
ſay, eccleſiaſtical hiſtory is nothing but many large 


# 


IS volumes, containing ſome few of the ſquabbles of the 
ne biſhops and inferior clergy with one another and all 
et the world. Nevertheleſs a divine has a blemiſh upon 


ou him, almoſt as diſqualifying as any of the hundred 
ds and forty which the Jews reckon to bring a prieſt of 


we theirs under incapacities, if church-hiſtory has not 
nd, inſtructed him for the buſineſs of the ſanctuary. 

in- Now for a regular ſyſtem of CHURcH-HISTORX, I 
ic know not that I can tender you a better than Span- 


| heim, his Introductio ad Hiftoriam et Antiquitates Sa- 
en ras; to which, by all means add, Hornius's Hiſta- 
vou ria Eccleſiaſtica, and Uſher's De Chriſtianarum Eccle- 
\nd forum Succeſſione et Statu. If you would have what 
ap" WH > Englith, and eaſy, it is done to your hand by a 
Scotchman, that is to ſay, Patrick Sympſon, in his 
h- F 3 — 
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Hiſtory of the church. Somewhat 8 than thels, | 
aud never enough to be commended, is Hottinger's 
H. Horia Ecclefiaſtica.. Novi Teſtamenti. But then 1 
would have you, if you do not wholly, peruſe, yet by 
all means poſſeſs, and often viſit, the Eccleſiaſtical 
Hiſtory of the Magdeburgenſian Ceaturiators ; of 
which noble work I will ſay, what Spanheim ſaid be. 
ſore me, that it is, Bibliotheca totius chriſtianæ anti. 
quitatis ; increcibili eur: ſtudio, fide optima, methods . 
Li Jima, congeſla. BE 
There have been alſo more particular effays of 
church hiſtory, which you may do well to find ſome 
time for converſation with. - Such more eſpecially are 
what we have had from Euſebius, whom they call the 
father of church- hiſtory ; together with the Tripar- 
tite Hiſtory of Jocrates, and Theodoret, and Sozomen, 
continued dy Evagrius. As a kind of a poſtſcript 
whereunto, you can ſcarce read a more profitable 
thing than Vedelius's Prudentia Veteris Eccleſiæ. But 
you may prudently join with it, Millar's Hiſtory of 
the Propagation of Chriſtianity. And with boy much 
edification run over IIlyricus's Catalogus Teſtium Ve- 
ritatis. Coming lower down, I am fond of your | fa- 
miliarity with a book yery little known among us, it 
is Regenvolſcius's $1/tema H. itorice-Chonologicum Ee. 
cleſarum Sclquonicarum. But you will do well. alſo tq 
read Sleidan's Commentaries ; Moreland's Hiſtory of 
the W aldenſes ; ; Calderwood” s Church Hiſtory of Scot- 
land; Fuller's Church- Hiſtory of England, and Bur- 
net's Hiftory of the Reformation, T herein make wile 
reflection 


reflections on the providence of Him, who has all power 
in heaven and earth, for the upholding of his king- 
gom in this world. Nor ſhould our martyrologies be 
left unconſulted. But in them you will behold the 


faithful people; and admire the operations of the 
Spirit that ſtrengthened the ſufferers with ſuch, pa- 
tience and ſuch fortitude: the grace given to the chil- 
dren of men ! As for the hiſtories of councils, if An- 
gelocrator's Brief Epitome Conciliorum do not content 
you, I cannot wiſh you to go beyond Coriolanus.. 
The more Elephantine books of them, I will not ſo 
much as give you the titles; but inſtead of them, I 
pray read Baxter's Church-Hiſtory of the Government 
of Biſhops and their Councils. Nevertheleſs, the 
Hiſtory of the Council of Trent, and the Acta of the 
Synod of Dort, I could be glad if you could give 
ſome winter-evenings to. And what an illuſtrious 
perſon has offered, as a king, upon the diſcipline of 


muſt by no means be forgotten in the viſits of your 
ſtudies. 

But Cicero is not the only gentleman who has been 
able to ſay, that in hiſtory they have eſpecially ſtu- 
died the pourtraiture of wiſe men, who have been be- 
fore them, to imprint on themſelves, as far as might 
be, the reſemblance of them. I hope you will do ſo 
too; and read the lives, eſpecially of them who have 
done worthily in Iſrael: not only on the intention of 
rendering praiſes to the glorious God, who did ſuch 
F 4 things 
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cup given to Chriſt myſtical, in the ſufferings of His 


the primitive church; and the hiſtory of the creed; 
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things as you will ſee done for and by theſe notable 
men, but alſo intending, in as many points as may 
be, to go and do likewiſe. Be fure, that whatever you 
fee great and good and bright, in any excellent per- 
fon, whoſe life you have in your hands, you look off 
to the glorious Jeſus, as having in Him all theſe ex- 
cellencies after a tranſcendent manner ; and as being 
the author and giver of them to the diſtinguiſhed 
gloworm. And when you read of any imitable piety 
in any of them, think with your felf, The virtues of 
this man were firſt in the Jeſus that called him into 
this marvellous light, and from Him it was derived 
unto this believer. O my Saviour, let me alſo feel 
ſuch influences of thy holy Spirit as may change me 
into the ſame image from glory to glory ! More par- 
ticularly, there are two little octavo's entitled, Bis- 
graphia Eccleſiaſtica, or, The Lives of the moſt emi- 
nent Fathers of the Chriſtian Church, which you 
muſt needs make yourſelf owner of. And if you go 
into Cave's Lives of the Fathers, you will be well en- 
tertained there. The Lives written by Melchior 
Adam may be very edifying for the Latin, as well as 
the matter of them. So are the Vitæ Selectorum aliqut 
Virorum, which one (they ſay a Bates) has bound up 
in a bundle for us. In Witten's Memories Renonate, 
you may ever now and then find an oration, which an 
hour will not be unprofitably thrown away that {hall 
be afforded to. Indeed Freherus's Theatrum has in it 
ſuch an abbreviation of lives, that his pictures wil 


give you almoſt as much pleaſure, as his accounts of 
| them 
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them that have been men of renown in the congrega- 
tion of the learned : yet I can tell you of theatres 
much lefs worthy to be gone unto. And though there 
hardly ever was a more dull and lifeleſs tranſcriber | 
than our S. Clark, yet in the collections of lives 
that go under his name, there are very many highly 
worth, not only your conſidering of, but alſo your 
conforming to them: and you may read his collec- 
tions with another ſort of reliance, than you can the 
romances of a Simeon Metaphraſtes; whom even a 

Baronius himſelf is afhamed of. Of the many lives | 
that have been publiſhed ſince thoſe collections, there 
are ſo many, which you will not be either weary or 
the worſe for caſting your eye upon, that if I ſhould 
go to teil you which, I ſhall tire you with too long a 
catalogue. If I ſhould enter upon it, I hope I ſhould 
ſteer clear of Bellarmine's diſingenuity, for which 
our Prideaux well taxes him, who, in his book of 
Eccleſiaſtical Writers, has not the honeſty to name 
one of our ſide; but I would encourage you to read 
the life of a William Burkitt, as well as of a Philip 
Henry ; and what you have in Fuller's Worthies of 
England, and what a Walton has collected, as well 
as what you have in the life of a Guthry, an Angier, 
a Flavel, and a Dorney; a Dr. More, as well as a 
Dr. Manton; a Dr. Horneck, as well as a Dr. 
Owen, I had left unmentioned the Parentator, which 
gives the life of Dr. Mather, if the odd uſage it has 
et withal had not compelled me to mention it. But 
ow, I have reaſon more than ever to ſay, let that 


hiſtory 
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hiſtory be taken in among thoſe that (particularly 
for variety) may have ſome conſideration with you, 

In fine; it is poſſible you may find a church-hif, 
tory, wherein the lives of good men may be the moſt 
Ggnificant ingredients of the compoſition. If you 
do, I wiſh you the ſatisfaction of time well ſpent in 
fuch harmleſs company. 

I have nothing to add, but that you muſt have the 
clock of time ſet right with you, by chronology, if 
you would be an underſtanding . in hiſtory. 
For the chronology of the bible, I can refer you to 
none ſo well as to a Whifton, whoſe deciſive ſearches 
. do ſupercede all the trouble of repairing to thoſe who 
have writ before him. And for the chronology of al 
ages, our Tallents has by his tables prepared ſuch x 
feaſt for you, that you will have little heed of re- 
pairing to any other quarter. An Uſher, a Calviſius, 
a Baily, will enrich your library; and it may be 
worth your while to have them at hand upon occaſion, 
But for a daily recourſe, you can have nothing at 
hand more expeditious, or more comprehenſive, than 
the Theſaurus Chronologiæ of the gentleman whoſe 
name was very truly anagramatized into Sedulitas; 
in which quality I wiſh you may make a pattern of 
him. 

That your library may be furniſhed with a mags 
Zine of hiſtory, to which you may continually go for 
every thing that your mind may lead you to, the The- 
trum Humane Vite of a Zuinger, in the laſt and lag 
edition, is one of the beſt that I can adyife you to, 


. 
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For occaſional readings, you may do well to divert 
yourſelf with Camerarius' s Flore Subcefive ; with 
Prideaux's Connection; : and with ſuch things as 
Wanly' 8 Hiſtory of Man; and Cambden' s Remains. 
I would have added, a Montfaucon, his Antiquities. 
explained, if I could haye told you how to come at 
ſo coſtly. a collection. But I may add, Lewis“ s He- 
brew, Kennet” 8 Roman, and Potter's Greek Anti- 
quities, as worthy your having and reading. 1 
But for a yet more immenſe treaſure of hiſtory and 
'of all that belongs unto it, Hofman has a Lexicon for 
you in four ſtately folios, which alone may be called 
2 library. The great hiſtorical dictionary now ap- 
pearing in Engliſh, has been growing, from Ste- 
| phens's time, through the hands of Lloyd, Moreri 
and others, till at laſt, an odd man by hurting and 
mangling of it, and making ſome additions, (wheres 
of many are none of the beſt) unta it, has obtained 
that it muſt go under the name of Collier: a fate 
quite the reverſe of what has befallen Calepine. It 
ſhould, with all its faults, be in your library ; but 
then, the Critical Hiſtory of Bayle, if you can be 
enriched with it, will not only correct many of the 
faults in that, but al ſo be for you almoſt another libra- 
ry. It is a work to be wondered at! Only guard n 
the Manichæan ſophiſtry ſometimes appearing in it. 
And here it may be a proper time for me to ſay; 5 
when you ſee ſuch aſtoniſhing effects of erudition 
and application, produced from the ſons of men, as you 
will ind in ſome that have been {and others that might 
be) mentioned, let the ſight ill produce from you 


ſome 
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ſore due acknowledgements of the glorious God? 
My God, I adore thy power, thy wiſdom, thy good. 
neſs conſpicuous in theſe wonderful performances! 
But for the cloſe of all, I will give you this one 
bint of a more general importance. There are books, 
which for the grateful ſtores of learning amaſſed in 
them, I cannot but wiſh, that you would in the 
parentheſes of your ſtudies, often repair unto. Thoſe 
which among theſe, I would more particularly ſingle 
out for a recommendation to you, are, the De Veritat 
Relizionis Chriſliane, of a Grotius : the Demonſtrati 
Evangelica, of a Huetius : the Theologoumena, of an 
Owen ; every thing of an admirable Hoſpinian, or 
Heidegger; the Apology of an Hakewel; the Mj- 
cellanea, and Meletemata, of a Witſius; Parker on the 
Croſs : Baſnage's Hiſtory of the Jews: adding the 
Orig ines Sacre, of a Stillingfleet ; the Court of the 
Gentiles, of a Gale; and the Antiquitates Bibli ice, 
of a Dietericus. 
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S E 1 
UsEFUL PROPOSALS TO STUDENTS: T 


VEN while you are yet in your early youth, 
and but. in your courſe towards the fair havens 
of Theology, at which I am now quickly to land 
you, I would adviſe to two things, whereof you will 


certainly find an inexpreſible and almoſt incredible 
advantage. ; 


One 
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One thing that I adviſe you to, is this. Keep 
your Quotidiana. I mean have your blank books, in 


which note with your pen, for the moſt part every 


day, [Let there be, Nulla dies ſme linea ! ] Some notable 
thing, which in reading you bave newly met withal. 


By this action you will fix the valuable notion in your 


mind: and in a few years, you will have a treaſure, from 
whence as a ſcribe inſtructed for the kingdom of 
heaven, you may bring out things new and old, and 


| have agrecable grains of ſalt for all your diſcourſes, 


You will not for this, uſe the unequal way, of enter- 
ing the riches of your Quotidiana, in pages with the 


| titles of a Common-Place at the tops of them, 


whereof ſome will be ſoon crammed, and others re- 


main empty, perhaps all your days: but, enter the 


things as they come, with only affixing the num- 
ber to them: and have,, at the end of the books an 
alphabetical index, of the matter, with the number 


at which it is to be met withal. Here you will anon 


have an inexhauſtible magazine; and if you live to 
old age, you will find,. that, like old Photius, you 
have prepared an hive then to live upon. TI will not 
lay, you will be quickly as rich as Cræſus; for poor 


Cræſus will have no riches comparable to what you 


will have in your collections. A 
Another thing that I adviſe you to, is this. F. orm 
a Sodality. What I mean, is, prevail with a fit num- 


ber, [fix or, ſeven may be a competency, or fewer 


if you cannot find ſo many, ] of ſober, ingenious, 
ad induſtrious young men, to aſſociate with you, 
„ 


But it will not be expected, that each perſon ſhould 


| kead: it is enough, that he bring in for that cell, 
which he happens to be beſt furniſhed for. Al] alter- 
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and meet one evening in a week, for the fperiding 

of two or three hours, in a profitable Wrath 

At this interview, let there be always a ſort of di. 
rector, who fhall propoſe this queſtion, (and ſce, that 
without needlefs digreſſions and excurſions it be kept 
cloſe unto,) what remarkable and memorable mat: 
ter has occured in late ſtudies, that is thought now 
to be offered? let the queſtion be articulated, and 
more particularly and fucceſſively turn upon theſe 
articles. 1. What in Philology? 2. What in Philo- 
fophy ? 3. What in Geography, and the reſt of the 
Mathematicks? 4. What in Hiſtory ? 5. What it 
Illuſtrations of the Sacred Scriptures ;” or, Biblical 
Curioſities ? let each perſon, in what order they ſhall 
agree upon, give his report as conciſely as may be. 


be prepared, at every time, with ſomething on every 


cations, and all impertinencies, are to be for ever ba- 
niſhed from theſe communications of the Sodality. But 
how much could I wiſh, that youcould gainone quarter 
of an hour in the cloſe of all, to relate, what rate 
Right or fine ſtroke of the Chriſtian aſceticks, bus 
been met withal ; and what for the animation of pradtical 
piety ? behold a way to clench the nails that have been 
ſtruck into your minds; and a compendious and cha- 
ritable courſe to come at the wealth, which the di- 
ligence of your brethren has made them the owners of; 


together with the generous pleaſure of waking them 
| | the 
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the partakers of yours. It will have a tendency alſo to 
qualify you for uſeful conference in other company; 
and make you a ſpeaker whoſe words may always be, 
s the choiceſt ſilver, and as fruits from the tree 
of life te ſuch as you converſe withal. It was a re- 
mark that Plato made a good while ago ; that the 
rue manner of teaching ſciences, is by converfation. 
nd we never well underſtand a truth, if we are not 
in a condition on all occaſions to make it Known unto 
ſuch as are for the receiving of it. - 
Becauſe of its being ſomewhat akin to this, and be- 
cauſe we are juſt now entering upon the ſtudy of di- 
inity, I will, though there may ſeem almoſt ſome an- 
ticipation in it, here tranſcribe a paſſage from the pa- 
&-rn4, of one whom it may be, you are not wholly a 
ranger to; and who was himſelf but a very young 
man, when he was engaged in the projection referred 
unto. 
I ſingled out a number of ſtudents, who had paſſed 
through their curſus, in philofophical and acade- 
mical ſtudies, and were juſt entering into the world. 
Theſe young gentlemen met once a week at my 
ſtudy; where we carried on a courſe of diſputation 
upon the body of divinity. In the ſeveral common- 
place heads of divinity, where any notable contro- 
verſy had been managed in the church of God, we 
bad a ſolemn diſputation on the controverted queſ- 
tion, In this diſputation, I was always the mode- 
rator, and {till concluded with a diſcourſe, which 
dy gument eſtabliſhed the truth, defended by the 


re- 
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reſpondent. But, becauſe upon every head of divi. 
nity there were multitudes of queſtions, not ſo wor. 
thy of a ſolemn diſputation, theſe J laboriouſſy ga- 
thered up, and giving them to the ſociety, at ſome 
of our meetings, we came all prepared, with brief, 
but ſtrong and proved anſwers to them; which we 
accordingly delivered in our order. The benefit 
of theſe exerciſes, we found unſpeakable ! 


GK R KM N M M a & 


ST CT. 


SENTIMENTS FOR A GOSPEL MINISTER, 


LL this while I have been propoſing to bring 
you on towards the evangelical miniſtry, and 
the ſtudy of Theology for it and in it, after ſuch a 
manner, as to render you a ſkilful artiſt for the work 
of your God. 

Now ſurely it is not at all congruous to ſtudy diu 
nity upon any other than divine principles : but when 
you are in the approaches of Theology, more parti- 
cularly fixing your purpoſe, to be [if the Lord will] 
a miniſter of the goſpel, it is neceſſary, that fince 
you deſire a good work, it may be upon a goo 
end that you do it. Let ſuch noble conſiderati- 
ons as theſe, have their influence upon you. 


Ts 
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Tus Grortous Wokk oF A PREACHER. * 

© A work I have now before me, wherein I am 
© to be perpetually rendering acknowledgements. to 
* the (glorious God, in enquiries for and confeſſi- 
© ons of, the truths,” of his holy religion; and pro- 
© curing acknowledgements to him from others, by 

c acquainting them with fuch truths, and perſuading 
© them to that pictys which they are thereby to be 
led unto. 

A work, whereof the main and the next inten- 
tion is, to reſtore the throne of God in the ſoul of 
©* man, and bring the ſons of death into the life 
| © of God, and into thoſe methods of piety,” wherein 
© they will glorify God and enjoy him for ever. 

© A work, whereof the grand aim is to exhibit the 
© glories of a lovely Redeemer, of whom, how great 
© is the goodneſs and the beauty! and fill up his 
© myſtical body by bringing in to him, thoſe whom 
* his Father has given to him; and whoſe: com- 
ing under the ſhadow of his wings, was the joy 
* ſet before him, to eomfort him in his travailing: 
| © aponies. 

© A work, which is to turn the children of men 
* from darkneſs unto light, and from the power of 
| © datan unto God, and inſtruc, and aſſiſt, and ani- 
* mate the children of God, in chuſing, and in doing 
the things that pleaſe him, and raiſe living temples 
for God, and fill them with his glory. 

| " 4 Tn 
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© In fine, a work which if done with all good 
© fidelity will in a future Rate be followed with 
© aſtoniſhing recompences.— Thy work N en re- 
< warded, ſaith the Lord! | 
Unto this work, as a work that indeed \ carries its 
own wages in it, and a work which on theſe illuſtri. 
ous accounts, no other calling may be compared unto, | 
you will now bring yourfelf under .a moſt ſolemn 
dedication. With an heart marvellouſly fet upon 
this work of God, humbly thus declare unto him. 
Glorious God, owning myſelf utterly- unworthy of 
ſuch a favour, I deſire to devote myſelf unto the ſervice 
of my Saviour; and I 'entreat of thee graciouſly to 
accept of me. Senfible that I can do nothing, 
reſign myſelf up unto thy Holy Spirit, © my Got, 
and my Saviour, that he may poſſeſs me, and fur- 
niſh me, and quicken me for thy ſervice ; and carry 
me through all that I may be called unto. And ſince 
all opportunities to ſerve thy kingdom in the world 
are entirely at thy diſpoſe, I rely upon thy :provi- 
dence to find out opportunities for my doing of 
good; reſolving with thy help to be ſatisfied with 
what I ſhall ſee the thing appointed for me. | 
Being brought under fuch a conſecration to God, 
now proceed in your preparation for the ſervice bf 
the ſanctuary. In which, as you paſs along, I cannbt 
but wiſh, that the admirable Witſius, his dration, D. 
Vero Theologe, might be ſo confiderately read by 45 
as to leave a deep impteſſion upon you. | 


It 
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It is a ſpeech of Jacob Alting, with which I am 
willing your mind ſhould be deeply tinctured; Majus 
7 in eccleſia ali quid dixifſe, guad ad ejus 3 
pertineaty quam ſumma inter homines gloria, et proteflate 
gaviſum fuifſe. And I will hereupon mind you of it, 
that one of the greateſt per ſonages (an Archbiſhop 
and a Lord- Keeper) in the Engliſh nation once utter- 

ed this memorable ſpeech; I have paſſed through 
many places of honour and truſt both in church and 
ſtate, more than any of my order in England, for 
ſeventy years before. But were I aſſured that by my 
preaching I had, converted but one ſoul unto God, 
I ſhould herein take more comfort than in all the 
/ honours and offices that have ever been [beſtowed 


upon me. You are entering upon a work, that 


will keep you continually in the way of this in- 
| comparable ſatisfaction ; and I hope that you will re- 
joice in the way of bearing teſtimonies for God more 
than in all riches; and that the ſaving, or enlight- 
ening and edifying of one ſoul at any time, will be 
a matter of more joy unto you, than if all the wealth 
of Ophir ſhould flow in upon you. If ſuch men of 
quality, as George Prince of Anhalt, and the 
Lord of Chandieu who goes under the Hebrew name 
of Sadeel, and the noble John Alaſco, (to ſay no- 
thing of Titus, to whom they aſſign a noble extrac- 
tion among the Cretians) counted themſelves glori- 
ouſly enriched in opportunities to preach the unſearch- 
able riches of Chriſt; yea, or if the moſt opulent 
monarch that ever Iſrael had, even Solomon in all 

| 6 2 * mY 
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Ris glory, has aſſumed the title of the' preacher; 11 

was no diminution: unto their quality, to be employ. 

ed in a work of this importance. I will: not ſay; 

you are taken in among the great men of Achaia, but 

more than fo, God raiſes the poor out of the duſt, 

and ſets you with the princes of his people; when 

he thus employs you. It pleaſes me, when I read 

ſuch a paſſage as this drop from the pen of a perſon 

of quality, in his view of the ſoul. It is certain- 

ly, the higheſt dignity, if not the greateſt happji- 

< neſs, that human nature is capable of, here in 

this vale below, to have the ſoul ſo far enlightened, 

© as to become the mirrour, or conduit, or ae i 

© of God's truth to others.? 

But then, be armed! be armed, as a good ſoldier 

of Jeſus Chriſt, for an employment, wherein griey- 

ous diſcouragements, heavy difficulties, more than 

can be numbered, are to be looked for; and things 

to be endured, whereof it is well for you that you 

may ſay, I know not the things that ſhall' befall me 

Be armed for a warfare wherein you will have won- 

derful temptations aſſaulting of you, repeated on you. 

I need not quote an Eeeleia es, to tell you ſo. 

What low, and mean, and ſtreight circumſtances for 

this world, muſt you probably be confined unto! 

1 What miſchicis from the ungodly and warighteous 
| men that fill this world, will your appearances for 
Wi the cauſe of God, probably bring upon you ? in 
ſhort, you will find yourſelf entered into a wine prels; 
and I muſt give you Auſt:n's advice, Prepara ie ad 


| 

? : 

1 
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4 but let every one of your preſſures fetch 
gaod liquor from you. Vea, I will fore-warn you 
of it, that if you move at all out of the common 
road with ſingular activities, I believe, you will hard- 
ly ever be engaged in any ſpecial ſervice for the king- 
dom of God, but you ſhall either juſt before it, or 
after it meet with ſome ſpecial trouble; either in 
ſome ſhock upon your health; or, in ſome ſtorm of 
groundleſs and ſenſeleſs obliquies among the people; 
or, (which is often the worſt of all) ſome horrid 
colaphiſations from the wicked ſpirits on your mind, 
ſtrangely filling you with conſternations and confu- 
ſions, which be they never ſo unreaſonable, yet will 
be intolerable. There may, be ſome ſpecial. revenge 
of datan in theſe moleſtations upon you, for the ſpe- 
cial ſervice to Chriſt, at which he is enraged ; but 


8 there is the wiſdom of our faithful Redeemer for holy 
ö ends permitting and ordering of them; eſpecially: to 
N keep you in the duſt, and in the midſt of continual 
n- innihilations, that the ſtrength of your glorious Lord, 

u. may be conſpicuous in the weakneſs which you find 


ſo. Wi yourſelf reduced unto. ,, But now, in the fareſight of 
for all this can you bravely reſolve; O my Saviour, 
ob Whtiough I foreſee that I ſhall be expoſed unto many 
ous Wi things as uneaſy as many deaths, If I go on to lay 
fot nytelf out for the ſervice of thy kingdom, yet with 
in y belp, I will go on; I will do it unto the utter- 
s; oft. And I will chearfully rely upon. thee, to make 
eaconqueror, and more, than a conqueror, over all, 

ri Lelievre, and Jam ſure, that the iſſuc will be glorious ! | 


63 My 


poriſmatic way; or with a labour to obſerve and 
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My ſon, the ſpirit of martyrdom is upon thee + 


thou ſhalt be crowned among the martyrs of the 
Lord. 


S'E © T. 
Oy READING THE SCRIPTURES. 


\AN a man be a thorough divine without read- 
ing the ſacred ſcriptures? No, verily ; not 
much as a common Chriſtian. Read them, child; 
I fay, read them, with an uncommon affiduity. To 
dig in theſe rich mines, make it your daily exerciſe, 
Hold on doing ſo, until you are, I will not ſay, B. 
nus textuarius, but until you are, an eloquent man, 
and mighty in the ſcriptures, 
To this purpoſe my advice to you is, that it be 
your practice, to read the ſacred ſcriptures in the 


educe the doctrines of godlineſs, which this iner. 
hauſtable ſtore-houſe of truth, will yeild unto then 
that are ſeeking after it. Make a pauſe upon evel 
verſe and ſee what leſſons of piety are to be learn 
from every clauſe, Turn the leſſons into pray 

and ſend up the prayers unto the God, who is no 

teaching of you: as arrows from the hand of 

mighty man, ſend them up with lively ejaculation 

unto the heavens, What exercife can * el 

igbten 
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lightening, more ſanRifying, more comfortable, than 
ſuch an intercourſe, of God uttering his voice, and 
lo, a mighty voice !l-———unto you, and your holy 
returning of it, unto him, in ſuch echo's of devo- 
tion! I will ſay this for your encouragement. In 
your ſearching of the ſcriptures, you will foreyer have 
ſomething that is new to entertain you. They are a 
treaſury, which (beyond that at Venice) you cannot 
reach to the bottom of. Auſtin in his epiſtle to Volu- 
ſious has not ſaid, a thouſandth part of what may 
be ſaid, about fetching {till every day freſh entertain- 
ments and adyantages from them, after one has al- 
ready ſpent an age in the ſtudy of them. The Jews 
have reaſon on their ſide, when they ſay of the ſcrip- 
ture, Verſa eam, et verſa eam, nam amnig ſunt in ea. 

] will refine yet a little further upon this propoſal ; 


and, I will ſhew you an excellent way, how in read- 


ing of the ſacred fcriptures, you may make an ad- 
mirable and effectual application of the leaves, which 
are for the healing of the nations; and have the ineſti- 
mable bleſſings of an healed ſou], conveyed unto you. 
What I intend is my Speners direction: Premiſſis 
pris precibus, affectum ſeriptorum ſacrorum devota atten- 
tione obſervent, eumgue affeftum aſſumere fludeant. The 
holy men of God who wrote this aſtoniſhing book, 
were moved by his holy Spirit, in it, and for it; and 
tie Spirit of holineſs at the time of the inſpiration 
made ſuitable impreſſions on the affections of his 
faithful ſervants. When the holy Spirit with his 
alflations, diſpoſed them to write what we have in our 
3 u & hands, 
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hands, he doubtleſs produced in their hearts, thofe mo. 
tions of piety, which were agreeable and anſwerable to 
the matter then flowing from their pens : they are very 
legible, and an ordinary capacity may diſcover them. 
Theſe motions of piety, in the ſoul ; by theſe things, 
men live, and in all theſe things is the life of your 
ſpirit. Now, do you lay one ſentence, and then 
another, and fo a third, of your bible before you, 
Find out, which of theſe affections is obvious and 
evident, in the ſentence under conſideration. Try, 
ſtrive, do your beſt, that the ſame affections may 
ſir, yea, flame in your ſoul. Be reſtleſs, till you find 
your ſou] harmonizing and ſymphonizing, with 
what the holy Spirit of God raiſed in his ama- 
nuenſis at the time of his writing, Be not at reſt, 
until! you find your heart-ſtrings quaver at the 
touch upon the heart of the writer, as being brought 
into an unifon with it, and the two fouls go up 
in a flame together. Conſider what affections 
of piety are plainly diſcernable in the word that is 
before you; and then with a foul turning unto the 
Lord, eſſay to utter the language of the like affec- 
tions. Ere you are aware, you will be caught up 
to Paradiſe; you will mount up as with wings of 
eagles! I have had opportunity elſewhere to ſay, * Ii 
I conſtantly affirm this, that all the 'commentators 
< in the world, are poor things to interpret the bi- 
ble, in compariſon of an illiterate Chriſtian, thus | 
coming with a ſanctified ſoul, to make his practical 
* commentary ; IJ could quote a very great perſon, 

c wha 
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£ _- will not leave me alone, but will affirm, Cam- 
« mentarius ſine hoc adminiculo (pio ſacrorum motuum 
« ſcrutinio). conſcriptus, eft vere commentarius, et nomi- 
ne, et omine talis, id eft, commentis cerebri refertas. 
Among all the Hermeneutic inſtruments for the 
« opening of the ſcriptures, we - e au of : this; 
© there is none like it. RS 1133143593 viees 
The commentaries of our HENRxx on the bible, have 
out-done moſt that we have yet had, in this regard: 
the Spirit which dictated the ſacred {criptures, ope- 
rating on the mind of the commentator, in the diſpo- 
ſitions and obſervations of experimental piety. The 
| crudition alſo appearing, without affectation of ap- 
pearance in them is far from contemptible. I wiſh 
vou furniſhed with them. What is done by Pool 
and his continuators, is highly valuable; ; and may 
be of uſe, not only for occaſional inſpection but alſo 
p for diurnal meditation. How happy ſhould:we have 
been if an Hutcheſon. who has done ſo.well on Job, 
and on the ſmaller prophets, and on John, had left 
us the like operations on the reſt of the bible? or, if 
2 Caryl on Job, a Greenhill on Ezekiel, a Burroughs 
on Hoſea, an Owen on the Hebrews, a Manton 
on James, and a Jenkins on Jude, were accom- 
panicd with others like them on the reſt of the ſacred 
pandects, | | "1 
Being upon your daily i I will add no 
more; but this I would adviſe you, wherever you. 
in any reading meet with, a curious illuſtration of a 
Kt, prize it, ſeize it, enter it in papers where you : 
: | may 
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may deſign a lodging of ſuch ineſtimable jewel, 
Like Hezekiah, have your treaſures for preciou 
ſtones : and let theſe be ſuch unto you. Get ſuch 
an amaſſment of them that among them you may be like 
the king of Tyrus; and walk up and down in the 
midſt of the ſtones of fire, when you are upon the 
holy mountain of God. One of theſe may be wort 
an ingot of gold, and a whole diſcourſe may be ren. 
dered acceptable, by having ſuch a Jewel ſtudda 


in it, 
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STUDY oF DIVINITY. 


ET the men who corrupt the earth, and har 
nothing but their caſſocks, to claim the name 

of divines for them, ſit in the ſeat of the ſcorner, 
and laugh, and ſcoff, at all ſyſtematical divines a 
long as they pleaſe, there are ſyſtems of divinity 
which I moſt ſeriouſly adviſe you, to be moſt int 
mately acquainted with. 
And here, either a Wollebius, his Manuduti a 
Theologiam, or an Ameſius, his Medulla Theoligi 
or a Markius, his Compendium Theologiæ; 1 woul 
have you get ſo into your head [and heart J] as to! 
a perfect maſter of the ſyſtem. 
Go on then, to read with a ſtrong attention, ® 
Syzopfis Purioris Theologiæ, of the Leyden on 
Uſher 
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Umer's Body of Diuinity is orthodox and excellent; 
and is atcommodated with the moſt agreeable texts 
of ſacred ſcripture upon every article. For this, and 


e n good theological purpoſes, get as much of, and be 
he as much with H. Alting, as ever you can. He has 
he! 


been called, Theologus ſcripturarius, and every thing of 
his is valuable: all that is done by that hand, has much 
of heaven in it. Tuckney's. Prelectiones, are an ineſti⸗ 
mable treaſure. Soare thoſe of Prideaux. The works 
of an Hemingius deſerve a greater title than that of 
Opuſcula. The Loct Communes of Aretius, have uncom- 
mon riches in them. Edwards's Theologia Reformata, 
| alſo will be no contemptible treafure fot you, on all oc- 
caſions. You might wonder at me, if I ſhould forget 
Calvin's Inſtitutions, to which the concurrent opinion 
of them that wiſhed well to the reformed reli gion aſſign- 
ed a preference before al] the writings that the church 
of God has enjoyed fince the apoſtolical ; as the well 
known diſtich has informed you. Some that have 
written on the creed, are highly worthy of being 
your inſtructors, Particularly a Pearſon, and a 
Witſius. But after all, there is nothing that I can 
with ſo much plerophorie recommend unto you as a 
Maftricht, his Theologia Theoretico praftica. That a 
miniſter of the goſpel may be thoroughly furniſhed 
unto every good work, and in one or two quarto vo- 
lumes enjoy a well furniſhed library, T know not 
that the ſun has ever ſhone upon an human compo- 
ſure that is equal to it: and I can heartily ſubſcribe 
unto the commendation which Pontanus, in his Lau- 
datio 
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datio Funebris upon the author, has given of it, D/ 
doc opere confidenter affirmo, quod eo ordine ſit digeſin, 
tanto rerum pondere pragnans et tumidum, tanta et tan 
varia eruditione refertun, ut neſcis an in illo gener: 
wſquam gentium exſtet aliquid aagit accuratum et elabys 
ratam. I hope, you will next unto the ſacred ſcrip. 
ture, Make a Maſtricht the ſtore-houſe to which you 
may reſort continually. . But above all [things remem- 
ber the dying words of this true divine; which he 
uttered Altiſſima voce, [and I wiſh all that ſtudy divi- 
nity might hear it I] /e nulla loco et numero hobert 
veritatis defenſionem, quam ſincera. pietas et vitæ e ſont 
titas, individuos nexu non comitetur. | 

But, if you are laying in for a library, there are 
two or three divines, whoſe works alone, will af. 
ford you a copious. library, and you may on almoſt 
every ſubject repair unto them, and ſee what almoſt 
every writer has offered upon it. Such more parti- 
cularly are Gerhard's Loci Communes ; and, Voetius's 
Selectæ Diſputationes, et politia Eccleſiaftica, - 

That you may have a general inſight into Polemie 
divinity, and at once make a ſhort viſit with ſafety to 
the camp in the valley of Elah, and ſee the men of 
Iſrael fighting with the Philiſtines, you have much 
done for you in Prideaux's Faſciculus : but” theie 
are two little duodecimo's, which for this purpoſe 
are worth more than twelve times their weight in 
gold ; theſe are, the Turris David, and the, Turris 
Babel, of the wondrous Alſted. There is allo 2 
little book in the Engliſh Tongue, Sinclaires 
Truths 
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Truths Victory over Error, which is worthy to be 
called, Enchiridion Militis'Chriftiani.” I will ſay no- 
thing of a little book publiſhed among ourſelves un- 
der the title of, Supplies from the Tower of David. 


[ will not perplex you with a tedious catalogue of 
what has been beſt written on the ſeveral controverted 
points. You will not much trouble yourſelf with 
them, till the providence of God call you to the 
wars, and bring the occaſions-for it. 

However, that I may leave nothing at 
you may look for, I will juſt ſay thus much. To 
encounter the Romaniſts, you will be admirably fur- 
niſhed in the Panſtratia of a Chamier, or the Synop ſis 
e Papiſni of a Willet, or the very learned works of a 


f. Jackſon. To confute the Arians, I commend unto 
fl you, a Waterland, and a Guiſe, and a Pike. To 
1 eonfute the Socinians, J commend an Owen, an Ab- 


is bady, and a Cloppenburg, and a Stillingfleer, and 
„ Biſterfield. Upon the Quinquarticular controver- 

hes, you will ſee who is to Friend, in Pryn's Anti- 
ie arminianiſm. To which, I would have you add, the 


to Veritas Redux, of an Edwards. The Anti-pedobaptiſts 
of have been confuted by ſuch an army of writers, that 
ch except I ſhould ſingle out a Baxter, I can fcarce tell 
xe whom to pitch upon for your aſſiſtance. A little 
fe Conference entituled, Baptiſtes, reprinted among us, 


in will give you the ſum of the matter. Faldo has 
is done enough againſt the Quakers. For the Theolo- 


3 dia Cubernetica, as it is called, I will only mention 
'S b to 
16 


As for more particular controverſies in religion, 
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to you, the Politis Eicleſigftica of a Parker; the Am 


Damoſcenum of a Didedlavius ; the Freſh Suit gf 
Gilleſpy; Aa Baxter of. Epiſeopacy; 33 and a Pierce; 
Vindication of the Diſſenters and an Owen A de 


Nature of the Goſpel Church. 


But it is of the laft i e . beg Goo 
Caſuiſt: and an. Ames, in his Cuſus Conſciettie, an l. 
tted in his Theologie Caſuum, a Baxter in his DireRoy, 
and a Baldwin in his book, De Caſibus Cumſcientia 
have done what will abundantly-qualify you to pak 
x judgment upon the caſes, that may die before you, 
and well diſtinguiſh the clean from the ache 
your diſcharge of your miniſtry, EY 

Abundance has beet written, to FAD: th 
Study of the Fathers: and it has been recommends 
by none more than ſome Neoterioks and Innovatory 
who have had very indirect intentions in it, and 
hoped that the fathers might help them with ſome 
traditions, where the ſcriptures failed them. What 
attempts have there been therefore to ſot the epiſtles of 
Ignatius, almoſt on the level with the epiſtles of out 
inſpired apoſtles; while after all the learned imperti- 
nences, wherewith ſome would maintain the large 
and ſome the leſſer copies of thoſe epiſtles, and /pain- 
ful diſputations, on the problem how many of then 
are genuine; they are all of them impoſtors, ani 
not worthy of any notice with you. What ado ba 
there been, to ſet up, the Apoſtolical Conſtitutiona 
the moſt valuable part of the New Feſtament; when 
they are evidently deſpicable and (deteſtable-forgetisi 


and 


oY 
(>; 
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and the collections of ſome. ignorant Arian in the 
afth century; you may be ſure, that in the Study 
of the Fathers, I ſhali at leaſt advice you to ſo much 
knowledge of them, as Daille in his excellent book 
of, The Uſe of the Fathers, will inſtruct you in. 
But, though the fathers. had fuch errors, that we 
may moſt ſenſibly bleſs God, for his granting us 
the ſcriptures, to be on all accounts better and 
afer guides unto us, and the fathers themſelves do 
times without number urge us to take none but the 
ſcriptures for our guides, and their notorious defici- 
ences in feveral points of literature, Jaid them under 
diſadvantages enough to pall and fpoil our adoration 
| of them ! nevertheleſs, there are thoſe writings of 
| he fathers, which I would have you no ſtranger to. 
If you beſtow a perufal upon, the Epiftles of Clemens 
Romanus, and the Apologies of Juſtin Martyr, and 
of Turtullian and the book of Origin againſt Celſus, 
you will do what I would have you to do. And I 
am willing you ſhould look upon the Dialogue of 
Minutious Fælix as one of the moſt celebrated monu- 
ments of antiquity. But how can I perſuade you to 
peruſe all the folio volumes, of both the Greek 
and Latin fathers? indeed, I look on Theodoret 
as the beſt expoſitor of the bible amoag the fa- 
thers; and there are very notable and refined ex- 
politions often occurring in him; yet I ſhall direct 
you to do little more than conſult him upon -occaſi- 
on. I value Chtij ſoſtom almoſt as much, as they tell 
eu Aquinas did: yet I ſhall only wiſh you to attend 


upon 
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upon him in ſome ſele&t Homilies; and, conſult him 
upon occaſion. I am not fo enamoured ow Auſtin, 
as (like Janſenius) to read over all his works ten 
times, and his book De Gratza, thirty times; I ſhall 
count it enough, if you go through his Confeſj. 
ons, and his Meditations, and his De Civitate Dei, 
and fome numbers of his Letters. Scultet in his 
Medulla Theologiæ Patrum, have given you ſuch ab- 
ſtracts of what has been written by many of the 
fathers, as your eye to good purpoſe may dwell 
upon. But for a more agreeable and profitable ſtudy 
of the fathers, I ſhall propoſe, that you go through 

Dupin, his Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory : and where you 
find an account of any ſubje& handled by any fa- 
ther, which you have a particular inclination to ſee 
what they ſay upon: then turn to the author, and 
ſeek for further ſatisfaction. 


c. O- C- d- 


SECT. EVI. 


THE PULPIT AND ITS GLORIOUS WORK- 


$ 


FTER all this preparation for the Sanctuaty, 
you are now coming to feed the flocks on the 
high mountains of Iſrael; coming into an empley- 
ment among the people of God, in which, I wilt 


you may prove like the Angel, in the Revelations, 
| | | that 


j 
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that came down from heaven, and the earth was light- 
ened with his glorys I am now going to bring you 
into the pulpit: which I hope, you will aſcend [as 
Luther, when he was much older than you, ſays, he 
fill always did !] with a trembling foul ; and remem- 
bring that you are to ſtand, where, that which the 
Jewiſh ſenator ſaid unto the greateſt perſon among 
_ is what the people of God may ſay unto you; ; 

Non flas coram nobis, 7 coram eo gut Oy Fist, ve 
factus eft mundus. 

There is a troop of authors, and even an hoſt of 
God, who have written on, the Paſtoral Care; from 
the days of Gregory, down to the days of Gilbett ; 
yea, and ſince theſe, every year ſome to this very day. 
l cannot ſet you fo tedious a taſk, as to read 4 tenth 
| part, of what has been offered on the art, and the gift, 

and the method of preaching. If you read the Paffor 
Evangelicus, of a Bowles ; or, the Preacher of an Ed- 
wards ; you will do as much this n as I hall at 
preſent aſk you to do. 
The firſt thing which I have to demand or you, PR 
that you entertain the people of God, with none but 
well-ſtudied ſermons; and employ none but well 
beaten. oil, for the lamps of the golden candleſtick: 
and be nothing like him, who was among the Jews 
R called, the Plagiary Prophet, and whoſe puniſhment 
ewas not an eaſy one. Heaven forbid, that you ſhould 
. de one of thoſe pitiful parſons, to whom there has been 
dat advice given for the diſcharge of their paſtoral care; 
„ that they ſhould uſe other men's ſermons, rather than 
at | 3 make 
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make any of their own : but in the choice of theſe, uſe 


great judgment, and not take an author that is too 
much above themſelves; for by that, compared with 
their ordinary converſation, it will too evidently ap- 
pear that they are not the authors of their ſermons. 

It is true, the compoſures of them that have gone be- 
fore you, may be of uſe unto you, to ſupply you with 
uſeful hints for the compoſing of your ſermons. And 
ſome have ingeniouſly aſſerted it, That a man of 
© mean abilities, may come to fall very little ſhort of 
© the ableſt preachers, if he ſo carefully peruſe their 
« ſermons, as entirely to digeſt them, and then, laying 
© them out of his view, proceed in his own way, and 
in his own ſtyle, to deliver them.“ Let that be 
as men pleaſe ; this I inſiſt upon, that when you are to 
preach, you ſhould go directly from your knees in your 
ſtudy to the pulpit ; and when you are thus on your knees 
in your ſtudy, you ſhould bewail the faulty defects in 
your life, which the ſubject you are to treat upon ſhould 
lead you to a penitent confeflion of: humbly bewailing 
it alſo, that your ſermon is no better fitted for the awful 


ſervice that is before you. Your ſermon muſt alſo be 
ſuch, that you may hope to have the blood of your Sa- 


viour ſprinkled on it, and his good Spirit breathing in 


it. A ſermon likewiſe it muſt be, that ſhall diſcover. 
you to be a workman ; and be, like the peace - offering 


of old, an oblation, which, as the people of God have 
their ſhare in it, ſo it is preſented unto the glorious 


God himſelf, the great * whoſe name is —_— 
ow 


A 
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How ſuch things as theſe can be compatible to ſtolen 
ſermons, or concomitant with them, I cannot imagine 
I paſs on, to adviſe you, that when you become 4 
ſettled preacher the ſubject of your ſermons may be 
ſo well choſen, as to do therein the part of a prudent 
and faithful ſteward, who diſpenſes to every one their 
food in the ſeaſon thereof; and a vigilant watchman, 
contriving ſuch words in ſeaſon, as will be fitly ſpoken. 
You may do well to go through the whole body of di- 
vinity, in a proper method, and therein declare the 
whole counſel of God. There are alfo ſome rich por- 
tions and paragraphs of the ſacred ſcriptures,” wherein 
the Spirit of God- lays together an admirable variety 
of important ſubjects, which you may do well to han- 
lle, in the order wherein he has provided them for you. 
But ſtill, notwithſtanding the connection of your diſ- 
courſes, I would have you leave room for occaſional 
ſubjects; and have your parentheſes of fermons on ſuch 
things, as you may apprehend the neceſſities of the 
people may more immediately and importunately call 
for, So, being as a thick cloud that has water bound 
ip in it, you ſhall (as the ancients expounded that 
plage in Job) diſtil it in drops, Fuxta exigentiam au- 
Gtorum, That you may be led from time to time 
unto ſuch ſubjeRs as may beſt anſwer the deſigns with 
mich your miniſtry is to be carried on, you muſt have 
Jour eyes ever towards the Lord, and with ſolemn: 
upplications look up to him, who miniſtereth ſeed to 
tie ſower. But let me particularly commend one 
diece of diſeretion unto you; which is, that you may 
H 2 be 
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be ſo laid in aforehand, as never to be at a loſs; what 
ſubject your ſtudies are to proceed upon. From the 
want of this proviſion, how often have I known 2 
preacher ſpend almoſt as much time in determining 
what ſubject he ſhould preach upon, as chere need g0 
for the making of a ſermon, upon it] But I very much 
object againſt your being too long upon a ſubjed 
which way of tedious amplification, muſt needs leave 
much of the ſacred field unploughed upon, that is too 
rich to lie always neglected ;' and produce many ſer- 
mons as little to'the text, as I ſuſpect many of that 
German divine's were, who undertook- to go over the 
whole book of Iſaiah, and was no leſs than n 
years on the firſt chapter of it. 

And here, I cannot go any further, _ Linn 
given you my ſentiments upon ſomething that calls 
for a great conſideration with you. 

Among all the ſubjects, with which you feed the 
people of God, I beſeech you, let not the true breai 
of life be forgotten; but exhibit as much as you can 
of a glorious Chriſt unto them: yea, let the motto (1 
upon your whole miniſtry be, Chriſt is all, It has WF cor 
been among the grievous things, which I have ſeen in P 
the days of my pilgrimage, that not only in ſome of De 
the moſt celebrated ſermons, which we have ſeen pub- at 1 
liſhed on the moſt illuftrious and memorable occaſions, WW n 
a Chriſt is (not one tenth part ſo often mentioned, 2% vit 
he is only in the ten firſt verſes of the firſt epiſtle to con 
the Corinthians, I ſay) not ſo much as once men- «cls 


tioned ; but alſo ſome of your great men have, ” & 
ate 


* 
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lated of them as an inſtance of their wiſdom, that they 
gave it as their advice unto, miniſters, that they ſhould 
not preach mach about the perſon of Chriſt, I have 
thought, would a bleſſed Paul have uttered ſuch a 
word! A Paul, who ſaid, I determined to know no- 
thing among you, ſave Jeſus Chriſt, and him crucihed. 
t is reported by: ſome travellers,” that in the Mahome- 
tanimofchs, there are ſometimes whole ſermons on the 
glories of a Jeſus. And ſhall they who call themſelves 
Chriſtians, and would be honoured as miniſters of the 
Chriſtian religion, preach as if they were aſhamed of 
making the glories of a; Jeſus, the ſubject of their ſer- 
mons ; and ſo rarely introduce him, as if it were an 
indecent ftoop. to ſpeak of him]! God forbid! I make 


do doubt of it, that the almoſt epidemical extinction 


of true Chriſtianity, or what is little ſhort of it, in the 
nations that profeſs it, is very much owing to the in- 
excuſeable impiety of overlooking a glorious Chriſt ſo 
much in the empty harangues, which often paſs for 
ſermons. Alas, that there ſhould be ſo many preachers, 
(I cannot ſay of the goſpel l) to whom there might be 
commended as proper for them, the treatiſe entituled, 
Paræneſis ad Pſeudo-Evangelicos noſtri Sæculi, de Chriſto 

Deo ipſis ignato ! The holy Spirit of God for ever aims 
at nothing more, than what our Saviour has declared 
in that word, he will-glorify me: and that holy Spirit 
Kithdraws from the miniſtry, which has in it little 
concern to glorify him; and it is therefore an unſuc- 
 belsful miniſtry. Let your performance in the pulpit 
de what it will, I muſt freely tel] you, nor Japit mihi, 


2 niſi 
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niſi ſonuerit ibi Feſus. What I wiſh for and urge to, 
is this, that your knowledge of the myſtery of Chriſt, 
may conſpicuouſly ſhine in your ſermons; and that it 
may be eſteemed by you as a matchleſs grace giv- 
en you, if you may preach the unſearchable riches 
of Chriſt unto the world. The heavens. do praiſe 
that wonder ; the angels in the heavens are ſwallowed 
up in the praiſes of that wondrous One! be, like 
them, never ſo much in your element as when the 
perſon, the offices, the benefits, the example, the 
abaſement, and advancement of a glorious Chriſt, are 
the ſubjects of your ſermons ; yea, reckon that the 
truth is not well diſcerned, nor the word of truth 
well divided, until you have the truth as it is in 
Jeſus ; he is that light of God, in which you will 
ſee light, and every truth will be ſet in its true light 
before you. In every article of the treatiſes which 
you bring into the aſſemblies of Zion, - ponder upon 
this; what aſpect a glorious Chriſt has upon the 


truth now before you, and let your hearers be made 


ſenſible of it. Yea, whatever point you are upon, 
think, what is there in my Saviour, which this point 
leads me to think upon ! if you preach on the evil of 
ſin, and the miſeries of man fallen by ſin, {till carry 
your hearers to their mighty and-only Saviour; when 
you preach on the duties of a godly, and ſober, and | 
righteous life, ſtill carry your hearers to their Savi- 
our, as not only affording a pattern for all thoſe 
things, but alſo as offering to live, and act, and work 
in them, as a principle of life, by which alone they 

Can 
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can live unto God. Let me tell you, to take the 
way of Norris and Company, to come at the love 
of God, without a Chriſt by the law of the Spirit 
of life in us making us free from the law of ſin and 
of death; verily, it will never do! a Mahometan 
Abubeker, in a ſelf taught-philofopher, has as high 
fights of divinity as many of. theſe divines. Be a 
far, to lead men unto their Saviour, and ftop not 
until you ſee them there. Be aſſured of this, the 
Infinite Son of God is ineffably dear to His Eternal 
Father; and our Saviour has given us this aſſurance, 
if any man ſerve me, him will my Father honour. If 
you ſet yourſelf above all things, to glorify the Chriſt 
| of God, and affect yourſelf and others with his. 
| How great goodneſs and beauty! and uſe all the me- 
thods you can deviſe, that he may be exalted, and 
be extolled, and be very high; you will be taken in 
among the favourites of heaven, and be a man great- 
ly beloved. The angels who with a perpetual vene- 
ration and aſtoniſhment, ſtand about his high throne ; 
the miniſters who do his pleaſure, and are never fo 
well pleaſed, as when they ſee him glorified ; theſe 
will with delight look upon you as their fellow ſer- 
vant, and will at his orders be on the wing to do 
marvellous kindneſſes for you. 

But then, I muſt herewithal adviſe you, that the 
genuine doctrines of grace be all of them always 
vith „ou, as the very ſalt and ſoul of your ſermons : 
they will be putrified things without them ! aſſert 
aways the neceſlity of turning, and living unto God ; 


I 4 and 
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and yet ſuch an impotency in the wounded and cor. 
rupt faculties of man, as renders a ſupernatural and 


regenerating work of ſovereign grace, neceſſary. for 


it. Show. people how to plead the ſacrifice of our $a- 


viour, that they may be forgiven, and how to, lay, 


hold on his righteouſneſs, that they may be accepted 
with God. Show people how to overcome, and mor- 


tify, and crucify their evil appetites, by repairing to 


the croſs of our Saviour; and how to derive ſtrength 
from him for the doing, and the bearing of all that 
they are called unto. Show the people of God, how ta 


take the comfort of their eternal election, and ſpecial - 


redemption, and inſured perſeverence ; and at the 
ſame time fetch mighty incentives to holineſs 


from thoſe hopes, which will for ever cauſe thoſe 


that have them to purify themſelves. Goſpellize 
to them all the commandments of the law, and 


ſhow them how to obey upon the principles of 


the goſpel: and how the precepts of the goſpel are 
alſo ſo many promiſes of it. With a ſtrong applica- 
tion ſtudy the covenant of grace, and let the Spirit 
of that covenant animate and regulate all your per- 
formances, when you bleſs the Lord in the congre- 
gations, In theſe truths there are the articles, which 
the church either ſtands or falls withal. They will 
be the life of your miniſtry : nor can the power. of 
godlineſs be maintained without them. The loſs. of 
theſe truths will render a miniſtry inſipid and un- 


fruitful ; and procure this complaint about the ſhep 


herds 


ther have ye brought again, that which was driven 
away... 5 | i 
That you may be well verſed in theſe truths, it 
will be requiſite, that your main reading may not be 
of ſuch books that have been much in vogue, ſince real 
and vital piety has been ſo much baniſhed out of the 
world, but are as lame in theſe points, as that which 
is (unjuſtly and unſafely enough) entitled the Whole 
Duty of Man. There is a ſet of books which of 
late years have brought in a faſhionable divinity; 
with the authors whereof, I cannot. but be in as ill 
terms, as Gildas was with his Britiſh clergy, when 
with him a man was, Non eximie Chriſtianus, who did 
not call them rather the betrayers, than the miniſters 
of the goſpel. I can by no means wiſh you to take 
your divinity from them; or to be unacquainted with 
the caſtigations, which God has raiſed up one of their 
church (an Edwards I mean,) to beſtow upon them. 
In ſhort, if a book that pretends to deſeribe the way 
of a ſinners reconciliation unto God, ſays nothing 
of, by the obedience of one many. made righte- 
ous: if a book that pretends to direct a Chriſtian 
life, ſays nothing of a converſion to God, and of be- 
ing joined unto the Lord, through his one Spirit 
quickening of us: and if a book (that ſhall be writ-- 
ten perhaps by one who hath ſubſcribed our thirty 
nine articles,) dreſſes up our doctrine of predeſtina- 
tion in the fallacious and invidious terms, and the 
bear-Kins in which it is now commonly exploded, 
and 
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herds, the diſeaſed ye have not ſtrengthened,” nei- 
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and proclaims the author did not believe in his heart 
the articles and homilies, which his prevaricating hand 
made a ſubſcription to, (or if it be a book that: ſhall 
any where ſpitefully link Rome and Geneva toge- 
ther :) Hunc tu, ſtudioſe, caueto. I had as good plainly 
fay, let not Scott and company, be the men of your 
eounſel. 

- You may expect, that I ſhould more © poſitively * 
what Engliſh treatiſes of practical divinity, I would 
eommend unto you. But here I am encumbred as 
Hevelius was, when he would have ſo partitioned his 
accurate Selenograpby as to have done juſtice unto the 
names of all the more illuſtrious aſtronomers. Vea, 
fa great is the army of them who have publiſhed the 
true goſpel, that I cannot pretend unto the long lik 
of them that have come to the help of the Lord. Howe- 
ver, there are a few that muſt be particularized for you, 
More particularly then, if you would ſee the cove- 


nant of God and the goſpel in an evangelical exhibi- 


tion of it, let Strong on the covenant (though under 


the diſadvantages of a poſthumous work) be precious to 


you as the golden wedge of Ophir. If you would fee 
ſound doctrine, the works of an Owen have it for 


- you: and I am glad to ſee, how much eſteemed they 


they are in the North-Britiſh Univerſities. You have 
2 Goodwin that will place you among the children of 
light, and will give you the marrow of the doctrine 
which is according to Godlineſs : he often ſoars like an 
eagle; perhaps, you would have been content, if ſome - 


times A little more conciſely, Every thing of a Pol- 
| hil, 


to SouND the TrUMPeTs. 107 


il, is evangelical and valuable : eſpecially his Spec- 
lum Theologia in Chriſio. When your heart and 
your pen want the holy fire to be quickened with 
you, a Baxter will bring you a coal from the al- 
tar for it. Yea, to fetch a metaphor from another 
element, he may be called, as you may remember 
who was of old, an ocean of divinity. To ſay of 
that very great man, that if he had not meddled in 
too many things, he would have been eſteemed one 
of the learned men of the age, it is to ſpeak a 
thing which I do not well underſtand : for his 
meddling with ſo many things, and writing more 
learnedly upon the moſt of them (except his expoſiti- 
ons) than the moſt of them who have written upon 
perhaps but one or two of the things, to me renders 
him, one of the moſt learned of the age. In a Char- 
nock you will have ſubſtantial divinity, and of the 
right ſort, A Bates will treat you with angels food, 
An Howe will ſet manly religion before you. In a 
Flavel, you will find the true ſavour of plain, lively, 
uſeful preaching. What a Collings has written 
on Providence, is well performed. And what a Ford 
has written on the Spirit of Bondage and Adoption, 
as fine as any thing I have ſeen for the experimental. 
And, though a Doolittle may not paſs for one of 
our greateſt men, yet having in his Book on the Ca- [| 
&hiſm, given us the body of divinity all in a flame, . 
Lam willing that it ſhould be, (what Zoroaſter called 1 
lis famous book Zundaveſta, which, though written ||| 
dove two and twenty hundred years ago, we ſtill 


have 
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have in our hands,). a fire kindler for you, and put 
you in the way after an awakening manner, to ſet 
conſcience about its work, when you come to that 
application, with which your ſermons are ſtill tobe 
enlivened. If you go further back, and even up to a 
Perkins, you will find in many treatiſes, that 
old puritan divinity, which the honours of the old 
way belong unto: and, no man having drunk 
that old wine, and ſuch books, as the Chriſtians 
Daily Walk, of a Scudder, will much deſire the new, 
but he will ſay, the old is better. If we mean to go 
to heaven, we ſhall not miſs our way by having Iſaac 
Ambroſe in our company. I ſay nothing of a Preſton, 
and a Bolton, and a Capel, and a Fenner, and a Ro- 
gers, and a Sibbs, and an Hall: all highly valuable, 
but I cannot forbear ſaying, the writings of the 


Dyke's, (both Daniel and Jeremiah, have a ſingular | 


flayour and vigour in them. Every thing of an Arrow- 
ſmith, is admirable. A Gurnal with furniſh you 
with a magazine, of good things. Of an A. Burgeſs, 


I may ſay, he has written for thee excellent things. | 
A Reynolds too muſt be taken into the lift of them, 


who have written what none will repent the reading 
of. His Preparations are fat things full marrow, 
wines from the lees well refined. And ſome things 
of a Burroughs, eſpecially his Moſes's Choice, will 
not make you complain, that you have loſt yur" time 
in converſing with them. | 
In fine; the ſix volumes of, The morning Exer- 


ciſes, will give you ſuch a variety, both of matters 
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and of talents, that I could with you may not be 
without them. h 

I may not omit giving you the beſt Seer 
10 to allow unto a box of North-Britiſh authors, 
a ſtanding in your library, and often reſort unto it. 
The Jews have a fancy, that when our Almighty 
Creator, beſpangled the heavens with the ſtars of 
light, he left a ſpace near the northern pole, unfiniſhed 
and unfurniſhed, that if any after-god ſhould lay 
claim to deity, a challenge to fill up that ſpace might 
eternally confute it. But in the firmamefit of the 
church, that northern part which belongs to Scot- 
land, has been illuminated with ſtars, even enough 
to make a galaxy. And though the aſſiduous employ- 


ments of the pariſh and pulpit, which are enough to : 


take up all the time of their paſtors, have prevented, 
(which, it is pity !) the appearing of ſo many writers, 
among them, as might otherwiſe have diſpenſed their 
ſweet influences to us; yet their pens have not been 
idle. Of theſe we have ſeveral commentators on the 
facred ſcriptures : (among which a Durham, eſpe- 
cially on the Commandments ! And a Weemſe long 
before him has given us a rich amaſſment of biblical 
treaſures, well worth your having.) We have ſeve- 
ral who have enriched us with bodies of theology; 
(among which, a Scharpius.) We have ſeveral cham- 
pions for the doctrines of grace; (among which, a 
Rutherford.) We have ſeveral hiſtorians; (among 


which, I will not ſay, a Spotſwood, ſo much as a 


Calderwood : and very. lately, a Woodrow.) We have 
ſeveral 
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ſeveral defenders of the goſpel-worſhip, and the goſpu 
church-ſtate ; (among which, a Gelaſpy, a Lauder, 
a Williſon, and a Jameſon. The eagle-eyed and mi- 
raculous man laſt mentioned, has alſo obliged us, with 
Spicilegia Antiquitatum, which are invaluable, and 
preferable to a whole vintage of many other litera- 
tors.) We have ſeveral practical traQators ; (among 
which, a Guthry, and a Clark, and that wondrous 
youth, whoſe green years could not withhold from 
him the wiſdom and eſteem, as he wore the name of, 
Gray !) It had been ſome injuſtice as well as inprati- 
tude in me, to have left theſe unmentioned. And if 
a Burnet might not have been thought a little too 
much anglified for it, he fhould alſo have had a men- 
tion among the illuſtrious pens of Scotland. 


About the way of ſtudying a ſermon, I exhort you, 


that all be with a ſpirit of piety, and therefore very 
prayerfully, carried on. It is no more than what the 
nature and intent of the ſervice highly calls for, 
Firſt look up to heaven, with dependence upon a glo- 
rious Chriſt, for his influences and aſſiſtances to carry 
you through what you have in hand. Yea, repeat 
the invocations, with freſh elevations of your eyes to 
him from whom comes all your help, whenever you 
return, after any intermiſſion of your ſtudy upon it: 
O my God and Saviour, without thee I can do nothing; 


help me, help me! ſend forth thy light and thy truth 
unto me! This will be equivalent unto the practice 


of ſuch deyout men, as a Bradford and a Cartwright, 
of whom they report, they ſtudied their ſermons on 


3 their 


. 
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their knees. And when you have diſpatched a para- 
graph of a ſermon, I wiſh it might be a frequent 
practice with you, to make a pauſe upon it; and get 
your ſermon by heart, I mean, get jour heart ſuitably 
touched with what you have prepared, before you go 
any further, and caſt into the mould of the ſanctify- 
ing truths, by ſuch confeſſions and ſuch petitions, as 
you may dart up to heaven upon them. At leaſt, let 
this be done, in your peruſing of your whole ſermon 
before your preaching of it. Some celebrated preachers 
have piouſly declared, they never durſt preach a fer- 
mon to others, till they have got ſome good by it 
themſelves. To feel what you ſpeak, how wondrouſly 
will it qualify you to be a lively ſpeaker ! It will 
bring you to deſerve the title of a Rabbi Hadarſan. 
Be careful evermore to preach ſcripturally ; and 
employ the ſword of the ſpirit, if you would hope 
to do execution. Pertinent ſcriptures demonſtrating 
and embelliſhing every article will well become one, 
who would ſpeak as the oracles of God. For your 
ad in this, I cannot but recommend unto your ule, 
Ravenellus, his Bibliotheca Sacra, as one of the moſt 
uſeful books in the world for a preacher, that would 
at once have in one regular, orderly, advantageous ' 
view, before him, the ſum of what the ſcriptures 
have ſaid on every ſubject: a work, that. is moreover 
full of expoſitions and illuſtrations, There is alſo 2 
wok entituled, A Common Place Book to the Holy 
bible; worth being always at hand with you. ; 
It would be well, if you could likewiſe come to 
ſay 
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fay with the prophet, . I have uſed fimilitudes : Ant 
accuſtom yourſelf to find out ſimilitudes, wherewith 
you may cloath your ideas, and make them ſenſible to 
the loweſt and meaneſt capacities, yea, to all fleſh, 
Thus to ſeek out acceptable words, would render you 
à moſt profitable as well as agreeable preacher, It 
would marvellouſly faſten the nails, and be ſome imi- 
tation of the preaching, which he that ſpake ſo a; 
never man ſpake, has given you a pattern for. 

In your preaching that you may ſave them that hear 
you, I wiſh you may with all poſſible dexterity ſpread 
the nets of ſalvation for them. And therefore often 
exhibit the terms of ſalvation, and the propoſals of 
the goſpel, in ſuch a manner, and ſo importunately 
ſolliciting their conſent unto them, that by the hearty 
ſpeaking one word, in the echo's of devotion there- 
upon, they may be brought into them. Exhibit 
unto them, the deſires of piety, in ſuch a manner, that 
they muſt have their hearts burn within them, and 
they mult be hearts of ſtone indeed, if they take not 
fire immediately. When you alſo deſcribe the graces 
of the new creature, give the deſcription in the Jan- 
of piety, acting thoſe graces ; wherein, if they comg 
into a conſort with you, their ſouls are gained untd 
God, at the very moment of your inftruQting them, 
Ohl that you may be a wiſe winner of ſouls! and while 
you are preaching, my the holy 5900 fall on the 
that hear the word! 

+ © For this purpoſe, I would have you uſually try, 2 


much as with good judgment you can, to ſet the truth 


4% $6089 the TxvMpers. wry 
of fire, before) you patt t a any head that you” Are upo 

and let them come flat ming out of your hand + ex- 
| eltations to ſotme devbtlon and affection of godlinefs, 
into the Hearts of thoſe whom they are addreſſed unto. 
The tongües with which khe holy Spirit made his de- 
ſcent; on the firſt and beſt pfeachers of the e goſpel that 
ver werd i in the world, were flames, and bad the ap- 
pearanCe of an heavenly fire upon them. ei 
It is pity but a well prepared ſetmon ſhould! be A 
well pronounced one. Wherefore, avbid forever, all 
Tranes fine mente ſonos; and all indecencies, every 
thing that is ridiculous. | Be ſure to ſpeak” deliberately. | 

Strike the accent always upon that word in the ſen- 
tence which it properly belongs utito. A tone that 
ſhall have no regard untotkis, is very injudicious; and 
will make you talk too much in the clouds. Do not 
begin too high. Ever conclude with vigour. If you 
muſt have your notes before you in your preaching, ; 
and it be needful for you, De ſcripto dicere, what even 
ſome of the moſt famous orators both among the Gre- 
rians, and among the Romans did, (Pliny ſays, Ora- 
tones, et noftri quidam et Greci lectitaverunt) yet let 
there be with you a diſtinction between the neat uſing 
of notes, and the dull reading of them. Keep up 
the air and life of ſpeaking, and put not off your 
hearets with an heavy reading to them. How can you 
demand of them to remember much of what you 
bring to them; when you remember nothing of it 
yourſelf ? Beſides, by reading all you ſay, you will ſo 
cramp and ſtunt all ability for ſpeaking, that you will 


1 be 
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be unable to make an handſome ſpeech on any occaſion, 
What 1 therefore adx ite you to, is, let your notes be 
little other than a quiver, on which you may caſt, your 
eye now and then, to, ſee what arrow. is to. be next 
Ferched from thence ; and then, with your eye as much 
as may be on chem whow, you ſpeak. to, let it be ſugt 
away, with a yivacity becoming one in earneſt, for to 
have the truths well entertained. with the auflitary. . 
Ogtimus ęſi grator, gui dicendo, animes: audientium, ai 
decet, et delettat, et permoast. 
Finally; let your: perorations from which, nocitar 
erator] often be, lively expoſtulations with the conſei- WM 
ence of the hearer; appeals made, and queſtions put, 
unto the conſcience, and conſignments of the work 
oyer into the hands of that flaming preacher in the bo- 
ſom of the hearer. In ſuch flames you may do won- 
drouſly ! | 25 0 


- . : 
* . * 
: ' * 
4. — 
2 * —— K * 8 
a. " - _- ww „ © « \ * % N 1 0 % 
6 0 


SECT. XVII. 
ham WORK OF A ZEALOUS PASTOR 194 


TP ON the due diſcharge of the paſtoral duties tior 

- in which you muſt labour to know the ſtate of blef 
your flock, and lay hold on all occaſions. to drop, the | 
leſſons of piety upon them; ; and, how to manage the het 
and therein to be farmen. ſcattering books. among 


them, which may be e monitors unto Tha 
an 
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ind a falt for their preſervation ; ; yea, and be ſeatterz 2 
ing alms, like the liberal ſhowers from above, upon 
the indigent among them: I ſuppoſe, I need now "do 
no more than give a ſhort hint unto you, that ſuch 
things are to be thought upon. All that I will now 
ſay to you upon this paſtoral watchfulneſs is this; ; 
that when certain ſhepherds were keeping watch over 
their flocks, Lo, the angel of the Lord came” upon 
them, and the glory of the Lord ſhone round about 
them. 

Among the a of a vigitant paſtor, I can- 
not avoid ſaying of ſomething, De catechizandis rudibus ; 
ind putting you in mind, that great things may be 
done in the way of catechizing. A work this is, for 
which the greateſt men in the church of God, have 
not thought themſelves too great : and fome eminent 
perſons coming towards a ſuperanuation for other 
fcrvices, have by applying themſelves almoſt wholly 
to this, continued very ſerviceable to the laſt, In this 
exerciſe, to break the anſwer now and then into fer 
queſtions, and ſo drop it into narrow-mouthed und 
ſtandings ; and thereupon to graft exhortations, which 
may draw the catechumens into the declared reſolu- 
tions of piety z and more particularly ſhow them, the 
beings for which they are to make their ſupplications, 
and gain a promiſe from them to do ſo: this is one of 
de things, where an abundance of wiſdom and prudence. 
may be demonſtrated. Among the many hundreds of 
atechiſms which have made their way into the world, 
1 is now * in uſe, is the Aſſemblies; Which was 

Lf compoſed 
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compoſed by Dr. Tuckney, Dr. ent, and 
Mr. Newcomen, and adopted and emitted by the moſt 
venerable convention of divines, that was ever ſeen in 
dur nation. But ſome have thought, that this, like 
all other human compoſures, might be capable of ſome 
amendment. And I could myſelf particularly wiſh, 
that among the articles of, The miſery of the eſtate 
into which man fell, there might be inſerted, And en- 
Javed unto the powers of darkneſs : and that among 
the articles of, Chriſt executing the office of a prieſt, 
there might be this clauſe inſerted ; In performing 
perfect obedience to the law of God, the everlaſting 
rule of righteouſneſs : and that among, The benefits 
which in this life do accompany juſtification=— 
there might be inſerted, The miniſtry of good angels 
for our good, and ſuccour againſt the temptations of 
the devils. Though it is not for you to correct the 
catechiſm, yet you may in your catechiſing do juſtice 
to theſe important articles. Up, and be doing; and 
be thus an inſtructor of the young; yea, an angel to 
the little ones. 3 | 

But no good is to be any further expeQed frem you, 
than it may be reported of you, behold, he prays ! you 
muſt, like the camel, receive all your burdens on your 
knees: and your whole work muſt be carried on, with 
a continual praying over it, 

For your fecret prayers, I can bate you nothing of | 
David's and of Daniel's number, three times in a day: 
for your pious ejaculations, I have nothing againſt the 


number, which they report of the apoſtle Batholomem, 
| (one 
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(one hundred in a day?) yea, or that which they re- 
port of a father whoſe name was Paulus; (three bun- 
dred in a day 1) if you can attain ſo far to have your 
eyes ever towards the Lord. Excellent i is the counſel 
of Lanſbergius, in his Enchiridion Militis Chriftiani, 
(and by the way, Eraſmus's golden book of the ſame' 
title, I earneſtly adviſe you to the reading of!) Ex 
omnibus quæ vides, guæguæ auais, di iſce orandi ſumere ocra- 
fonem, mentemgue ad Deum elevandi. Beſides your ſtated 
prayers for every day, you will alſo have numberleſs 
errands to heaven, which will oblige you frequently to 
make your occaſional addreſſes thither upon emergen- 
cies. But what in a very particular manner I adviſe 
you to, is, now and then to ſet apart whole days for 
interviews with heaven; and this with ſuch faſting _ 
as you may find you are able to bear, and may, be for 
the help of your devotions. On ſuch days, go through 
a proceſs of repentance, which cannot be too often re- 
peated. Renew your flights unto your Saviour, that 
you may be more quickened in the life of God. Preſent 
the ſacrifices wherein you ſhall offer up your all unto 
him, and embrace and enjoy a Chriſt inſtead of all. 
Carry to him all your concerns; and let all your de- 
lre be before him, and none of your groaning be hid 
from him, Let your petitions for others, and for all 
the ſocieties you belong unto, expreſs the true Spirit 
of grace in your ſupplications, and be like thoſe of 
the man greatly beloved. Soar up as high as you can 
towards an union with God. Intermix all along, the 
rading of proper things, wherein God from the holy 
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oracle may commune with you; and you may aſſiſt and 
inflame the work wherein you are engaged. Let the 
minutes of ſpaces between your deyotions, be. filled 
with reflections, that may have a tendency to bring 
you into abaſements of your ſelf, or into adorations of 
your God; and from your heart within you, let them 
89 up filently unto the Lord. Conclude all with holy 


projections and purpoſes, for further improvements in 


a careful, fruitful, humble walk with God, But how 


much could I wiſh, that in this religion of the cloſet, 


you may know what it is to keep days of thankſgiving 


too? Such days you may fill with contemplations on 
the perfections of the infinite God, and the glories of. | 


your Almighty Redeemer, and the wonderous things. 
which he has done; and the miniſtry of his angels; 


and with enumerations of the favours, which both on 
ſpiritual, and on temporal accounts you haye received. 


from him ; whereof you ſhould make explicit acknow- 


ledgments unto your powerful and merciful bene- 


factor, and particularly ſee and own how undeſerved 
they have been, and how diſtinguiſhing they have been, 


and how the contrary ſufferings of Chriſt have pur- 
chaſed them, You will upon trial find a day of the 


ſummer ſolſtice too ſhort for the pleaſant work now 
before you. Here you may intermix the ſongs of the 


redeemed ; adding the peruſal of what you may find 


written for the help of the heayenward falleys, 
wherein you are moynting up as with the wings of 
eagles. You will do well, to keep the holy fire alive 


all the day, by making all the objects which occur to 


you 
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jou in the intervals of ybur devotichs; mM #fullthat 
your praiſes to God mall {£326 upbn, and g0 up in 
ſhort motions of foul tht him. Conclude all, with 
an ingenuous meditation on that queſtion, what hall 
Frender to the Lord for all his benefits ? Theſe days 
will not only obtain marvellous bleffitigs for you, but 
alſo leave à celeſtiat flavour and grandeur on your 
mind, and infufe a becoming diſcterion and gravity, 


into all your converſation. 


Ti 


One conſ equent of theſe chings will bay white I am 


very ſolicitous you fhould arrive unto, that is to ſay, 


all ability to exprefs yourſelf in prayer to the glotious 
God, and fpread the cafes of the people before him on 


all occaſions: an ability wittiout w 


hich, 1 ſhall not 


judge you qualified for an ordination to the beer 


care of a flock, among the churches of God: but wor- | 


thy to have an ANAXTIos cried out upon you. ; 
In your doing this, you will have notable opportu- | 
nities to bring them into the frames of piety, which 


are to be wiſhed for them. 


W hatever truths at any time you would moſt e 
caciouſly preach unto them, you may make them hear 
you pray down theſe truths into them, with a moſt ſur- | 


prizing and moſt ſubduing efficacy. 


I can by no means approve of your leaning on the 
tool of a fooliſh ſhepherd, and your living on the life- 
lels forms of any liturgy. I cannot commend any li- 
turgy to you, except that which Baronius taxed gj 
old Agobardus for. keeping to. 1. can do no other than 
infelf has confeſſed, 6 

© That 


| tel you ſo, after a Bellarmihe H 
14 


2 
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That in old times, there was. no form of prayer, 
« preſcribed, for all to be bound unto, but eyery one, 
i J might make what prayer he pleaſed, if but the anas, 
c logy of faith were kept unto. And Chemnitius with. 
a whole army of proteſtants, haye irrefragably proyed, 
that this confeſſion of Bellarmine is true; and, apud, 
0 veteres ordinem celehrandi fuſe arbitrarium. The an». 
L cients all agree. to it, that in the earlier days of. 
' Chriftianity, the miniſters prayed every where as they: 
where able. Indeed there was no general impoſition 
of any ſervice book, until the emperor Charlemaigne, 
at the ſollicitation of the pope, introduced it, with, 
perſecution ; ; which Was. not until the entrance of | the 
ninth, century, when all manner of ſuperſtitiqus. uſages. 
were brought i into the temple of God. Some judicious; 
men haye. complained of the French liturgy compoſed. 
by the excellent Calvin, for not having ſufficjent col-, 
lects of thanſgiving, but being all petition, And 
whereas theſe three things, . confeſſion, | and. peti-. 
tion, and thankſgiving, belong to every complete 
prayer, I have heard ſome enquire whether according 
to this rule, there gan he readily found one complete 
prayer, in another liturgy, which I cannot commend 
unto you, for ſuch a model of perfection, as its ad-. 
mirers haye eſteemed it, But waving here thoſe many 
and weighty exceptions againſt the Engliſh Common 
Prayer-Book, which will for ever cauſe myriads of 
conſiderate chriſtians to be diſſatisfied with it, 1 will. 
only quote ſome words that I find falling from , che 
pen of an Engliſh nobleman, * There may be too, 
8 7 great 


— 
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great 2 reſtraint, Che fays) put upon men, whom 
God hath diſtinguiſhed. by giving them not only 
good ſenſe, but a powerful utterance too. When a 

nan-ſo qualified, endued with learning too, and 

aboye all, adorned with a good life, breaks out into a 
warm and well-deliyered prayer before his ſermon, 
it has the appearange of a divine rapture ; he raiſes 

and leads the hearts of the aſſembly in another man- 
ner, than the moſt compoſed or beſt ſtudied form of 
ſt words, can ever do: and the pray wee's, who 
ſerye up all their ſermons with the ſame garniſhing, 
would look, like ſo many ſtatues, or men of ſtraw in 
the pulpit, compared with thoſe who ſpeak with 
ſuch a powerful zeal that men are tempted at the 
moment to believe, that heaven. itſelf. has dictated 
theſe words unto them.“ I cannot. but think, that 
pod ſenſe was that which, dictated theſe words unto 
e Marquiſs of Hallifax. And I hope, your prayers 


[am ſorry that I muſt, [but I muſt !} conclude my 
ice for your diligence in the diſcharge of the paſ- 
l duties, with a warning, that you muſt not von- 
x at it, if you find, that you ſerye many ungrateful 
ple, and may be many ways mal-treated by them, 
ore under the ſtrongeſt obligations to ſupport you, 
WW reduced ynto the humbling and creepling circum- 

ces of a res Anguſta domi: yea, be oppreſſed with 
nous defraydations from them, whom God will 
my ways puniſh for their ingratitude. If it ſhould: 
1 yet remember, you are in the ſervice of a glo- 
| rious 


ill be ſuch as he has therein deſcribed; unto you. 
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nous Lord, who not only ſays, I Knew: hy ſeit 
but” orders thoſe things to fall out, wpon' Which h 
may with infinite pleaſure: alſo ſay, I know th hy pa- 
tience. Be not now diſcouraged from ſtill deyoting 
yourſelf” to the public and private labours'of your mi- 
niſtry: be wholly in them; and therein labour tö ber- 
come evil with good. Suffer any thing, rather than 
in the methods of the law, do that which will ruin the 
ſucceſs of the goſpel, and utterly extinguiſh the hope 
of your doing any more good by your miniſtry among 
them. Cauſe them to feel; that you are travailing with 
agony for the eternal falvation of them and theirs; 
and that the gaining of one ſoul to God by your mi- 
niftry, will be of more account with you than any 
gain of this world; than all the wealth in the world, 
Be they never ſe unjuft, yet nobly hold on raitſing the 
blefled ſhowers of heaven upon them! Thus with a 
ſtrong faith that gives glory to God, go on with a 
watchful, painful, faithful miniſtry, keeping your eye 
on the ſixth chapter of Matthew, and relying on your 
Saviour for your ſubfiſtence: and, never fear! never fear! 
He will with ſtrange interpoſitions 6f his providence, 
yea, with eonſpicuous and matvellous operations of the 
angelical miniftry, ſend in feaſonable'f upplies for you} 
and often make the ſeaſon of them ſdch. as 'Horably t 
add unto the comfort of them. 
Vea, ſooner than ftarve; the ravens will bring 
food unto you. Regenvolſcius relates it, in bis 
Hiſtory of the Sclivoinie churches ; © It was a wretched 


$ cuſtom of the papiſts, that when they had run one 
oö 
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« of the holy people into priſon, they would there, 
« by a progreſſive ſubſtraction of all ſubſiſtence from 
him, ſtarve him to death. Matthias Dolanſcius was 
{a priſoner deſigned for ſuch circumſtances,” in the 
«© city of Prague, — and at length all the attempts of 

© the godly people, and of a gracious matron among 
i the reſt, ſecretly to relieve him, had a total ſtop given 
to them, Now, one day, when he was on the very 

point of ſtarving, he caſt his eye towards the grate 
of the priſon, and ſaw a little bird ſitting there wita 
£ ſomething in his bill. His curioſity leading him 
; thither, the bird flew away: but left a bit of cloth, 
ein which, when he took it up, he found a piece of 
gold; and with this piece of gold, he found ways 
i tollerably to furniſh himſelf with bread, until the 
death of the king: on and by which be obtained 
his full deliverance.” 

This I will ſay to you; hold on, hold on, dne at 
vork for a glorious Chriſt; and rather than you ſhould 
ſtarve, Matthias Dolanſcius's bird ſhall be ſent unto 
you ! And unto that queſtion, lacked ye any thing? 
Jou ſhall be able to give a RY anfwer. 


== — 
S EE N 
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OO weighty are the words of the pious Hen, 
Will. Ludolf, to be left untranſcribed, when 


lam treating you, with the things which I am deſir- 
ous 
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qus to have greatly conſidered with you. It is / 
great unhappineſs, that the greateſt part of the 


| * clergy of all communions, do not perceive, that God 


* is upon his way to break down all the falſe draughts 
© and ſchemes, which” the antichriſtian ſpirit of ſec. 
6 tariſm hath contrived inſtead of ſubſtantial chriſ. 
© tianity, which is, the reſtoring of the image of God 
© in the new creature, or, the kingdom and life of God 
< within us.“ I preſs you to employ the deepeſt medi- 
tation on this important matter. When the Lord 
God omnipotent comes to ſhake not the earth only, 


but alſo heaven, it is, that thoſe things that cannot be} 


fhaken may remain. What are thoſe things that can- 
not be ſhaken? but thoſe maxims of the everlaſting 
goſpel, wherein all good and wiſe men are united, and 
all men become good and wiſe, when they come into 


that union with them : the maxims, which the more 


they are ſtudied, and the wiſer and better they are who 
ſtudy them, the more they will be approved of: the 
maxims which are directly calculated for the grand 
intentions of, glory to God in the higheſt, and peace 
on earth from a good will in men towards one another, 


It is even the firſt born of my wiſhes for you, that you 
may be one of thoſe angels, that ſhall fly through the 


midſt of heaven, with this everlaſting goſpel, to preach 
it unto them who dwell on the earth, and moye all 
the people of God, though of different perſuaſions in 
leſſer points, to embrace one another upon the gene- 
rous maxims of it, and keep leſſer points in a due ſub- 


ordination unto the ſuperiour maxims, and manage 


* 
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der differences upon thoſe leſſer points with another 
ſpirit, than what the difputers of this world-in the 
ſeveral ſets of chriſtians keep era: Feng oe 
other withal. 
To aſſiſt you in the Hicorvring wad Anh 
of theſe everlaſting maxims, I will not meerly refer 
jou to the ſentiments of a, judicious Davenant, 
in his, Adbortatio ad Fraternam Gommunianem inter 
Fuangelicas Ecclefias, or thoſe of a ſharplighted Bax< 
ter, who was a pen in the hand of God, when he 
yrote his Catholic Unity, and, The True and Only 
Way of Concord: much leſs, will I proſecute the 
propoſals of our celebrated Uſher, © That if at this 
' day, we take a ſurvey of the ſeveral profeſſions of 
, Chriſtianity, that have any large ſpread in any part 
i of the world, and ſhould put by the points where- 
' in they differ- from one another, and' gather into 
one body the reſt of the articles, wherein they all 
i generally agree; we ſhould find, that in thoſe pro- 
' politions, which without controverſy are ſo univer- 
' fally received in the whole Chriſtian world, ſo 
much truth is contained, as, being joined with holy 
obedience, may be ſufficient to bring a man unto 
"everlaſting ſalvation. Neither have we. cauſe to 
doubt, but as many as do walk according to that 
' this role (neither overthrowing that which they 
' have built, by ſuperinducing any damnable hereſies, 
' thereupon, nor otherwiſe vitiating their holy faith, 
with a Jewd and wicked converſation) peace ſhall: 
de upon them.“ I will rather exbibit the maxims 


— : 


126 be Axoxrs preparing 


in fect a mfünner as te make tie beſt proviſion again i rely 
that Toathſome thing, a lifeleſs religion; whereof aH * 
irreligious life will be the natural confequence. 7 
ſhort, I may as with a burning glaſs, (oh! that with au * 
irrefiſtible heat from heaven upon you 1) contri intd 
a little room, the ſum of the matter, and the piety "whe 
which will be found a ſure foundation for an union I 
among all parties of true Chriſtians, however the i mul 
may be denominated or diſtinguiſhed. As our Si nt 
our, whom his Father heareth always, has prayet ' then 
for his people, that they all may be one, fo it il 
| Impoſfible, that all the genuine people of God ſhould 1 
not unite with one another in much greater things ans. 
than thoſe in which it is poſſible for them to dien be 
from one another. Such things are thoſe Graviid®* « 
evangehii, which to cut ſhort the work in righteouf 
neſs, I ſhall in theſe rec k maxims compsndloal. jill th 
&t before you. hb hre b 


J. The One moſt High God, who is the Patti le 
© and the Son, and the Holy Spirit, muft be my God WM de! 
and I muſt make it the main intention of my life ' ther] 
© to: ſerve and pleaſe him, in all holy obedienc we 
Land ſubmifion to him, remembering that bis eu ir 
„is always upon me; and be afraid of every thing : 
which his light in my ſoul ſhall condemn 10 1 ; "of 0 
evil thing. 
II. A glorious Chrift, who is the Eternal Son o N jo P 
God, incarnate and enthroned in the Bleſſed Jeſus | 
is the Redeemer, on whoſe great facrifice 1 = 5 ſelye 
reiße 

/ Bf 
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i rely for my reconciliation to. God, looking to him; 
n the ſame time, that l may live unto God by him 
«living in me: and under his conduct. I am now to 
expect a bleſſedneſs in a future Rate, for my im- 
mortal ſoul; to which he will reſtore my Pe 
ben he ſhall come to judge the world. 
III. Out of reſpect unto God and his bnd, 1 
wust heartily love my neighbour, and for ever de 
{unto other men, as I muſt own it reaſanshle for 
tem to do upto: n | 


\The bond en of God, i is in theſe bobs moune 
tits, While theſe glorious; maxims are (as, why 
Whouldthey not be? I am ſure much more queſtion- 
le” ones, are daily required for to be) ſubſcribed 
no, it is to be wiſhed, that theſe two (I can ſcarce 
Will them, two more) may in ſubſerviency to the firſt 
ere be alſo brought into the ſubſcription. 
W © | adhere to the ſacred ſcriptures, as the mein 
ale for belief, and worſhip, and manners, among 
ee people of God, and I would maintain a bro» 
ur fellowſhip with all good men, in the things 
!berein J apprehend them to follow cheſe divine 
lireQions. . And,, WW 
declare for the juſt liberties. of ahi; and 
of our nations: and for a Chriſtian encouragement 
in the church for all that obſerve the grand maxima 
af piety, accompanied with a free indulgence of 
Wil rights in the ſtate unto all that approve them< 
Fires faithful ſubjects and honeſt neighbours, and 
FF © ſuch 
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© ſuch inoffenſive livers, that human ſoeiety cani 
complain of diſturbanee from them: 

I vill not now ſuppoſe a Quinquartichlar Contte 
verſy, but rather propoſe a T ernartieular Period F 
al! Controverſies. And the very firſt” thing th 
I offer upon it, is, that in theſe 'niaxims'of-godline(} 
which are without all controverſy, you” beheld: all con 
troverſies in religion as coming to an amicable and 
comfortable period. My advice to you; is, that whe 
you make ſome figure in the field of the church mil 
tant, you be drawn as little as may be, into any eriſt| 
writings ; wherein you ſhall be ſurprized unawar 

into the errors of paſſion, and into the follies'of taki 
pains to convince a few readers that you have mol 
wit than your antagoniſt. Every man whe pulls 
the Polemic ſaw, and manages any controverſy 
religion, always pretends a zeal to uphold in the iſ 
of the diſputation, ſome certain point of 'praticÞ 
piety, which is in theſe indiſputable maxims declare 
for, If it were not from a zealous concern which'th 
contenders have, that the practice of piety; may 1 
ſuffer in ſuch a point, they profeſs that they woulf 
not contend fo earneſtly for the faith; If they ca 
not ſincerely make this profeſſion, they are but litigh 
ous and vexatious, and the gladiators are to be hiſſq; 
off the threatre, by all that wiſh well to Chriſtiant 
Now, how commonly are both parties well agree 
in the point of piety, which the one fays, cannot Bf 
preſerved but upon bis poſitions ; and the other ſay 
cannot be preſerved if his be denied? be - ſure, al 
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the truly pious are ſo ? but if both parties are agreed 
for that piety, which is the main, and the ſeope of 
all, how much good may you do, if you can ſo ſy- 
ringe the odoriferous-water of the confeſſed maxims 
upon them, that the quarrelling hives in the lofs 
of their diſtinction may give over their | quarrels, 
and the children of Jacob not fall out by the way, 
or be ſo angry about the way, ſeeing they are bre- 
thren ? or, if the brethren will yet fall out, and the 
controverſtes muſt go on, and you are called forth 
to bear a part in them, yet, my ſon, continue 
to play theſe engines, for the extinguiſhing of 'the 
tres; govern your mind, and your pen, by the 
maxims of piety; perſuade others what you can to 
do ſo too; and carry not on any but the wars of the 
Lamb in your conteſtations. What I could moſt of 
all wiſh for is, that for your defence of the truth, 
which is always for piety, you do what you have to 
do, moſtly in that poſitive way, of aſſerting and 
evincing, and advancing the piety, which the truth 
vou would have to be defended is to animate. Con- 
ſcience will quickly come in, with a teſtimony 
on the behalf of that piety; and the truth which 
appears neceſſary to ſupport that piety, will eaſily 
de taken in, and not eaſily parted with. This is 
for the moſt part better than the elenctic way of 
leltering the truth from the aſſaults which they that 
corrupt the earth would make upon it: inftead of 
lwords, it is to employ plough-ſhares; inſtead of 
| K ſpears 


% 
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ſpears, it is to employ prunning-hooks; and the ſtate WI tic 
and work of Paradiſe is a little ee, and an- IS1 
ticipated. | pr: 

But, if the elenic way become neceſſary to be pat 
taken, and if you muſt go down into the battle, and t 
ſmite the enemies in the Valley of Salt, I again, and WI ma 
again ſay, take heed unto your ſpirit : let the deſigns cip 
of piety regulate your whole proceeding. Furniſh WM © h 


no new matter for the old complaint of, — Sibi feral tn 
plerique Chriſtian ; and add nothing to the inſtances 1 
of ſuch outrages, as the Jeſuits have with deri- WM d 
ſion cenſured in the controverſial writings of. the I 
mutual firings between the Lutherans and the Cal- a 
viniſts. fr 
Lutherans, and Calviniſts b as I have ſe 
thus unawares mentioned theſe, I will upon theſe be 
make the experiment, (whether with any better ſuc- WM © te 
.ceſs, than my dear Pitiſcus did, I know not I) how Ml th 
far a ſyncretiſm of piety will unite the people of WI me 
God, or abate their curſed anger, and cruel wrath dil 
againſt one another in purſuing of religious contro- © ov 
verſies. The ſagacious Baron Puffendorf, while he! * no 
A deſpairs not of breaking down the partition wall be- ſure 
tween thoſe . two* mighty parties of proteſtants, in 7 ! 
other parts of it, yet it appears unto him little ſhort of E. 
deſperate, when the ſublime and obſcure doctrines of what 
predeſtination (wherein Luther and Calvin themſelves, ſo e: 
were better agreed than their followers,) come to be "© 1 
confidered. However, even here alſo at laſt he takes} "ops 
we 


courage, and ſays, if ever there is to be a better condi- 
tion 
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tion of mankind, and an happier ſtate of the world, it 
is not to be expected, but from a ſerious and univerſal 
practice of Chriſtian piety. Let us then with a little 
patience hear both parties declare themſelves. | 

Say, Maſter Lutheran, what is the piety, for the 
maintaining whereof you ſo eagerly advance your prin- 
ciples ? his anſwer is; I would not have the moſt 
© holy and ſin-hating Lord, reproached as the i im- 
© peller of the fin whereof he is the revenger. I 
© would not have our merciful Father blaſphemed, as 
© dealing after an illuſory manner with men, when 
he invites them to his mercy. I would not have any 
among the fallen race of the firſt Adam, ſhut out 
from the juſt hopes of life in the death of the 
© ſecond Adam. I would not have impenitent un- 
© believers caſt upon God the blame of their impeni- 
© tency; but the wicked lay wholly on themſelves 
© the fault of their own deſtruction, I would have 
© men work about their own ſalvation, with as much 
{ diligence and vigilance, as if all turned upon their 
© own will and care whether they ſhall be ſaved or 
„no.“ The pious Calviniſt hears all this with plea- 
ſure; and can ſay, My brother, in.all theſe things 
my heart is with you. 

But now, Maſter Calviniſt, it is your turn. Say, 
what is the piety, for the maintaining whereof you 
ſo eagerly prefer your principles? his anſwer is; 
J would have our good God, for ever adored, as @ 
* the original of all the good, that we have, or that 
we do. If men arrive to any good ſpiritual as well 


K 2 © as 
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© as temporal, I would have our God praiſed for it; of: 
0 and I would have his favours confeſſed as moſt un- te! 
© merited by us in all our praiſes. I would not ad. * 
* mit the leaſt inſinuation, as if the King Eternal, * 
c who i is the Only Wiſe God, had not an infallible 25 
ys foreknowledge from all eternity of whatever comes 80 
© to paſs in time. I would have all that come unto oy 
© everlaſting life, to admire the everlaſting love of J 1 
© God unto them; and with endleſs admirations own, | ' 
© that their Saviour has done more for them than he 228 
c others. 1 would have men to look up to God, with lh 
card nt rayers for his gracious, and enlight * 
| ardent pray g 5 nlig ening, 
and ſanctifying influences, and pray unto him as * 
© the God of all grace, and the God who gives re- = 
ö pentance, and remember that faith is the gift of ; 
© God. S would have man be very humble, and 4 
8 humbly to annihilate himſelf before the glorious Ap 
© God, with whom there is terrible majeſty.” The a 
pious Lutheran hears all this with delight; and can | 0 
fay, My brother, my heart cannot but concur with ify 


you, in ſuch things as theſe. 
At the ſame time they both find that the ſeveral | 
ſchemes, with which they would have this piety ſerved, 
are encumbered with inſuperable difliculties ; and the | 
Lutkeran may have retorted upon him thoſe very difli- 
culties which he thinks he ſees the Calviniſt over- 
whelmed withal. The old jaw, Qui non vetat cum 
poteft jubet, encumbers Arminius with as hard con- : 
ſequences as he charges on Gomarus. Maimonides 


will tell you, how much the Jewiſh world, and Ci- 
cero 
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cero how much the Pagan, has been divided, in 
their opinions, De fato. Among the Papiſts, how do 
the Dominicans, and after theſe, the Janſeniſts, and 
their ; oppoitey keep i in the dark, buffetting one ano- | 
auſt bring . 3 ay rights : and Melancthon- 8 reſolu- 
tion; Q Hicium agamus, et ee de predeftinatione 
ſeponamus. 

The experiment may be made on many other doc- 
trines, (among which, 1 pray take notice, you will 
the Arian, and the Scl wherein „ that have 
the true fear of God, and loye of Chriſt may have 
their differing ſentiments ; Incelumi ſemper amicitia. 

Inſtead of my going on to do that, I rather paſs 
now to fay, that I would have you Jay ITlide all 
thoughts of any foundation for an union among the 
profeſſors of Chriſtianity, but what ſhall be in the 
unity of the Spirit; or that work of the Holy Spirit 
on the hearts of men, that inclines them to glo- 
nfy God with an obedience to his will revealed 
in his word, and glorify Chriſt with a, dependence 
on him for all their happineſs; and love their neighs 
bour as themſelves. Other foundation can no man 
lay! all attempts to build the Tower of Zion on 
any other foundation, will come to nothing ; you 
vill proſper no better in them, than they who ga 
tobuild a tower of Babel. But then, let all that are 
u viſivle piety qualified for it, find a due and a kind 
Keption with you, Let your feet ſtand in a large 

K 3 
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place, and add unto your faith, godlineſs, and unto golf 


your godlineſs, brotherly-kindneſs, and unto your of 
brotherly-kindnefs, charity : and pay the regards of tors 
brethren in Chriſt, unto all thoſe who by owning | beri 
and living the everlaſting maxims of piety, may claim of ( 
what the true Citizen of Zion will yield unto them ah 
that fear the Lord. Allow to, yea, challenge for, ful. 
this people, the rights which belong unto them, and yet 
the liberties with which the Son of God has made Kt 
them free. The people, who worſhip God in the 3 
Spirit, and who rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus, and who then 
have no confidence in the fleſh, or, value not them- cnt 
ſelves upon a religion which is nothing but fleſh, | F. 
and exterior; theſe are the true people of God: the bo al 
people, which have the promiſes in the covenant of chur 
God, pertaining to them; and whereto the kindneſſes, WM © : 
or the injuries that are done, are done unto. their | har 
glorious head, in the heavens. Be not ſuch a dona- oy 
tiſt, as to dream, that the people of God are no where lure 
to be found but in one party, which you have your ther, 
greateſt eſteem for. But, look for them, as to be found God 
under various forms; and let your Judgment, how it! julg 
fares well or ill with the people of God in the world, in ff 
fetch its meaſures not from the good or bad cir- t 
cumſtances of one party only, but from the prevail- W t 
ing or the ſuppreſſing of true piety, and what has a 
tendency to that, wherever it is to be met withal. pl 

Challenge for this people, a power to aſſociate, or ſttix 
form aſſemblies for the worſhip of God our Savidur,f BH 


according to the directions which they apprehend bil 
golpe'l 
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goſpel has given them. Challenge for the ſocieties 
of this people, the power to elect their own paſ- 
ors; which was one of the laſt things loſt in the rob- 
deries which the man of fin committed on the temple * 
of God. Challenge for theſe particular churches, 
the rights of ſacred corporations, that have all the need- 
ful power of ſelf-preſervation, and ſelf- reformation: 
yet obliged in things of common concern, ſo far to 
act in conjunction with other churches walking 
in the faith and order of the goſpel, as to conſult 
them, and be directed and reſtrained by "_— on juſt - 
occaſions. 

For communion in theſe churches, and admiſſion 
to all the privileges and advantages of the evangelical 
church-ſtate, I would have you inſiſt upon it, that 
no terms be impoſed, but ſuch neceſſary things, as 
heaven will require of all, who ſhall aſcend into the 
hl of the Lord, and ſtand in his holy place. Be 
ſure to ſtand by that golden rule, receive ye one ano- 
ther, as Chriſt has received us unto the glory of 
God ; that is to ſay, thoſe of whom it is our duty to 
jlge that our Saviour will receive them to his glory 
in the heavenly world, we ought now to receive unto 
al the enjoyments of our Chriſtian fellowſhip : and let 
the table of the Lord have no rails about it, that ſhall 
linder a godly Independent, and Preſbyterian, and 
Lyiſcopalian, and Antipedobaptiſt, and Lutheran, from 
ſetting down together there. Corinthian braſs would 
not be ſo bright a compoſition, as the people of God 
in ſuch a coalition, feaſting together on his holy 
K 4 moun- 
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I wif, they do not ſee the fate of Corinth, 


mountain. 


to compel them to it Though in the church that] 


ſerve, I have ſeen the grateful ſpectacle This 1 
muſt ſay ; a church that ſhall baniſh the children of « 
God from his holy table, and ſhall exclude from i its 
communion: thoſe that ſhall be ſaved, merely for fuch 
things as are conſiſtent with the maxims of piety, 
does not exhibit the kingdom of God, unto the 
world, as a church ought to do. Churches that will 
keep up inſtruments of ſeparation, which will keep 
out thoſe that have the evident marks and claims of 
them that are one with Chriſt upon them, are in 
reality but combinations of men, who under pretence 
of religion, are purſuing ſome carnal intereſts, 


dicted for. It is to be lamented, that more churches 
than one have the guilt of a very ſinful ſchiſm to be 


charged upon them, for their chaſing from their com- 


munion, and the annexed encouragements and emolu- 
ments, many of the righteous nation, which have the 
gates of heaven ſtanding open for them: and yet ſuch | 


is the myſtery of iniquity, that at the ſame time they. 


Their 
Diana is very viſible! it is a complicated profanity | 
and hypocriſy, that theſe churches are to ſtand, in- 


make outcries of ſchiſm, againſt the conſcientious peo- 


ple, for keeping out, while they violently ſhut the doors | 
upon them. Yea, there has been one church (though 
J have never heard of but one!) which has uni 
and even deſtroyed multitudes of godly men, for not 


conforming to things which the impoſers themſelves | 


have confeſſed indifferent. 
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Thope I have ſaid enough, to diſengage you from 
al ſchiſmatical combinations,” and intimate the Ca- 
tholic ſpirit, which I. would have to be exerciſed, in 
the whole progrefs of your miniſtry. Catholiciſm 
without popery, is the title of an eſſay, which there- 
fore I particularly commend. unto a,peruſal with you. 

Finally. As it muſt be the grand aim of your mi- 
niſtry, to propagate the piety of the everlaſting goſ- 
zl; and though vain men may boaſt what they will 
of this or that being the beſt conſtituted church in 
the world, and celebrate their own. admirable conſti- 
tution, yet that ſhould be eſteemed by you the beſt 
conſtituted church, in which, the piety of the grand 
erangelical maxims, is moſt animated and exhibited ;. 
1nd that the beſt conſtitution, which is moſt calcu- 
lated for the cultivation of this indiſputable piety 4 
ſo, I would have you go forth to it, under a ſtrong 
tincture of this apprehenſion, that a church which 
makes the terms of communion. very different from 
terms of ſalvation, and excludes from any means of 
vation, or from any due expreſſions of brotherly- 
kindneſs, thoſe whom it is a duty to acknowledge 
s brethren in Chriſt, is guilty of an iniquity, , againſt 
nich all good men ought to bear a teſtimony. 

There are concurring with you, hundreds of thou- 
lands of generous minds, in which this apprehen- 
lon lies now ſhut up as an Aurum fulminans: but 
t will break forth more and more, as the day ap- 
zoaches, and as men improve in manly religion, in 


explo- 
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exploſions, that will carry all before it: and the 
mean, little, narrow ſouls,” that know no religion 


but that of a party, and their ſecular intereſt, will 
become deſerted objects for the diſdain and pity of 
them who have taken the way that is above them. 


J hope you will do all you can, to ſtrengthen your 
brethren, as God ſhall give you, 348 Ns he giv 
you: 1) opportunities. 

To have done: my. concern 'to "FP you a Arie 
of the right ſtamp, will not permit me to conclude, 


without one little piece of over weight _ unto the 
advice that has been given you. 


Having eſtabliſhed yourſelf in ſound thei by 
reading ſuch ſyſtems as I have already told you of; 
unto which I cannot but now tell you, an admirable 
Turretine ſhould be annexed, as one hardly to be equal- 


led: nor is, Cocceius de Fædere, to be omitted: (if! 


ſaid nothing of P. Martyr, and of Polanus, and of Muſ- 
culus, and of Bucanus, and of Urſinus, and of Eſſenius, 
and of the Theſes Salmurienſes, and ſeveral more, it 
was not becauſe I deſpiſed them, nor would I have you 
to do ſo. However I allow you to make that interpre- 
tation of my ſilence about thoſe whom they call the 


ſchoolmen: among whom, if you have the ſum of 


Aquinas, you have the ſum of all that I ſhall com- 
mend unto you:) now beſtow ſome reading on a 
few books, which refer to the Chriſtian aſceticks, 
and which teach the orthodox pietiſm; and which | 
are deſigned peculiarly to kindle and cheriſh the life 
Read particularly T. | 

Akempis“ 


of God in the ſoul of man. 


Akempis's De Tmitatione Chrifti; ; Gerhard's Metdita- 


nes; Beſoldus's Axiomata Philoſophiz Chriftiane ; 5 


öpener's De Natura & Gratia; and Voetius's Te 
Frercitiis Pietatis. I ſtop here, as I have done here- 
fore, for that reaſon, Diſcentem onerat Iibrorum turba, 
un inſtruit. I with that you may feel good impreſ- 
ons from theſe; and that what has been called, 
the Apot heoſis Chri Yan, may be what yo ſhall thus 


arrive unto. 


RULES OF HEALTH. 


HAVE yet more to do; I may not leave you, 
till I leave a few rules of health with you; "RO 
| ſhall do with the utmoſt brevity. f 79 

Having firſt encouraged you to cultivate an inti- 
mate acquaintance with ſome wiſe and good phy- 
lan, who may have the continual inſpection of your 
health, in your friendly converſation with him, I 
will defend you with the enſuing admonitions. 

J. The moſt acute phyſicians, find themſelves com- 
pelled, with our Cheyne, unto this general direction. 
The grand ſecret and ſole method for long life, and 
ſo for the health which will befriend and ſweeten it, 
ls, to keep the blood and juices in a ſtate of due 

| fluidity. 
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fluidity. And nothing will do this, but keeping much 

to 2 fpare, lean, fluid fort of a diet. All who live 
long, and without much pain, and after ſuch a life at 
length die eaſily, are ſuch as live.abſtemiouſly, _ 

II. Borellus has a, remark on, many ſtudents fall- 
ing into a conſumption, that ĩt often proceeds, 4 * 
candelarum hauſto in muſæis undig; clauſis. 

You will undergo. the leſs of this hazard, if I 
mind the report of Manlius; Ego multos pericule 
mor bis et miſerias hujus corpuſcul: mei vito, hac unica ra- 
tione, quod ſemper utor diligentia, cito eundi cubitum. 

III. The Medicina Gymnaſtica has done miraculous 
things. Bodily exerciſe profits, but no exerciſe com- 
parable to that of moderate riding; whereof, the 
reaſon why we find no more in the preſcriptions of 
the ancients, (though Galen has a chapter about it) 
for the recovery of the feeble, is becauſe they were 
ſo ſimple as to ride without ſtirrups. The ſaddle is 
the ſeat of health. As for the games, which exerciſe 
the ſpirit and not the body, particularly, the noble | 

and ancient game of Cheſs; theſe are 55 no means F 
proper for a ſtudent. 

IV. Itis an obſervation of that great man, the Lev 
Verulam, Nihil magis conducit ad ſanitatem et longævi- 
tatem, quam crebræ et domęſticæ purgationes. A family 
purge now and then taken, may be of ſervice to you. 
Pillule Ruff, eſpecially when chalybeated with add- 
ing about a third part of Sal Martis: or elſe a bottle of 
anniſeed water, with a dram or two of Rhubarb 

ſteeped 
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Keeped 1 in it; theſe you' may conveniently have” al- 


ways at hand for this purpoſe. 

V. Vander Heidan, has not related àn hundredth 
part of the virtues in cold water. I tender you the 
alice which the aged ſervant of God gave to his 
ralued ſon, drink not only water; but uſe a little wine 
for thy ſtomach's ſake. And yet I would ſay, upon 
drinking a glaſs of generous wine, often take a glafs 
of water. And if the beer they bring you, be 
too ſtrong, dilute it with putting a ſufficient quan- 
tity of water into it. But never take water, or any 
ting elſe, cold, when INS are HEE with labour. hw 
is death in the pot. | | 

When you have run the hazard of diſturbing 


jour ſtomach, with ingurgitations from a full table, 


a draught of cold water, will do- 1 e a 
medicine, 


Going to bed, and en from a large Aram 


alſo often extinguifhes a fever at the beginning. 
Daily to waſh your head and mouth with cold wa- 
ter, is a practice that cannot be too much commend- 
el; if it were only for ſaving you from the tooth ache. 

For a frequency in the uſe of the liquors, which 
they call ſpirits, be as afraid of it, as you would be 
of a familiarity with evil ſpirits. I 

VI. When you go to infectious places, one of the 
ſt things you can do, is to hold, and chew a bit of 
Wyrrh In your mouth: 


VII. To 


of cold water, not only ſtops and cures a cold, but 
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VII. To feed much on ſalt-meats, will not be for 
your ſafety. Indeed, if leſs fleſh were eaten, and 
more of the vegetable and farinaceous food were 
uſed, it were better. The milk- diet is for the moſt 
part ſome of the wholeſomeſt in the world!! and not 
the leſs wholeſome, for the Cocoa- nut giving a little 
tincture to it. 

VIII. Shall I ſmoke tobacco ? anſwer ; Be ſure 
not, if I can help it. Or let Aled anſwer for me. 
Maximus tabaci abuſus eft, quotidiano ejus uſu, ſeme- 
tipſos, et bonas horas perdere, et ex cerebro, mentis nobi- 


lima ſede, caminum et cloacam efficere. | In the dutchy 


of Berguen, people may not ſmoke without purchaſ- 
ing a licenſe for it. - If you were to purchaſe of me 
a licenſe for it, I know not how high terms 1 ſhould 


hold you to. If you want an hydragogue, there is 
one preferable in chewing ſome ſuch thing as a bit 
of Maſtich; which would alſo whiten your teeth and 
ſweeten your breath, which tobacco poiſons. If 
once you pet into the way of ſmoaking, there will} 
be extreme hazard of your becoming a ſlave to the 
pipe; and ever inſatiably craving for it. People may 


think what they will ; but ſuch a flavery is much be- 
low the dignity of a rational creature; and much 
more of a gracious Chriſtian. I am ſure, what the 


great Voetius writes upon it, is very true; Minimey 
convenit viris honeſlis et gravibus ; nominatim miniftris 
et miniflerii candidatis. There can be no apology for 
your taking up the flovenly practice, and the pains 


that muſt be taken to conquer the poiſon, if you are 
not 
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not well adviſed and aſſured that your health req i ; 


it, But I ſhall only recite what you will find in 


two very conſiderable writers, that you may form the 
better judgment upon it. The one of theſe writers 
is Magnenus; who though he be a mighty friend 
to the uſe of tobacco, yet acknowledges, That it 


© is not eaſy to relate, what are the damages, Which 


the inordinate and immoderate uſe of this fume does 


© bring with it; for beſides the inſatiable and greedy luſt 
© of taking it, by its daily uſe, the memory is impair- 


(ed, the ſtomach violated, the brain exiccated, and 


' the life ſhortened, and the offspring damnified.? 
Yea, he lays, this down as an undoubted aſſertion; 
that the frequent and familiar uſe of it, can be 
good for no man. The other is our Gale, who from 
his own experience taxes the ſmoke of tobacco with 
very noxious qualities: he ſays, He found it 
made more humours than it. brought away; and 
though it opened his body for the preſent, | it prov- 
'ed in that very, thing a prejudice afterwards 3 and 
nature was but the more ſluggiſh and feeble anon, 
for the force in this way put upon it.“ He ſays, at 
laſt I came under a fixed reſolution to deliver myſelf 
rom this vaſſalage; and this I account not the leaſt 
fliverance of my life. And yet after all, I am not ſo in- 
lexibly ſet, as utterly to deny you the uſe of tobacco, 
if you are ſure of any benefit from it. Only I inſiſt 
pon it, that you be, (if I may uſe a phraſe, that 
it it may ſeem to treſpaſs upon good ſence, it ſhall yet 
bare as much as the thing I write againſt) exceſſively 
moderate 
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moderate in it. And if you are growing ſo wiſe 36 
retrench and reform any intemperance in it, ayhi 
you may have been unawares drawn into, do it ne 
at once, but by degrees, leſt by too quick a ſtop t 
an uſual diſcharge, your health may be endangered 
But, upon the whole, if you have hitherto eſcape 
this epidemical | contagion, and are not yet a ſettle 
inhabitant of the Terra Del Fuogo, I cannot advi 
you in better terms than thoſe ; it is good for you t 
abide even as you are; and, if you may be kept free 
chuſe it rather, yea my ſon, if ſmokers entice - thee 
conſent thou not. It is good advice; and if you take i 
1 * will one day thank him that gave it. 
But if I am againſt your taking tobacco in ſmoe 
you may be ſure, I ſhall not approve your taking 
it in muff, How ſhameful a thing it is, for peopk 
of reaſon toconfeſs, that they cannot live 'eafily hal 
an hour together, without a delight ſo: ſenſual; ſ 
trivial, ſo very contemptible as that of tickling thei 
olfatory nerves a little; and even bury thenſelve 
alive, in pungent grains of titillating duſt ? a learnec 
phyſician of the French nation, will tell you 'ho 
many diſeaſes of the Genus nervoſum, do iſſue out of 
that N s box, from whenee the pinch of ſnuff 
is taken. A Quincey will tell you how wretchedY 
ly it ſpoils the appetite. 'And a Cheyne, will tell 
you, how much the eyes as well as the ſtomach fare 9 
the worſe for it. Vou may dream, that the pallagh} 
through the Os cribriforme will not permit the groſs | 
powder of your ſnuff to enter into your” brain; ye 


fome very thin and fine parts of it will find their] 
way 
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gay thither. | And whats rhiſcblefs muſt needs follow: 
 brain:{o poiſoned i may, oneiwouldothinks that the 
great ſnuff- takers had their brain already touebech on 
bey could not be ſo obſtinately and indurably attached 
uito an evil habit} which their folly-hasbrought upon 
them. A very juſt motto foncthe ſnuff-baxi might beg 
A leader to the coſſin. If it he offeted you, away With 


it}. I ſay: again, away avith it if nogu mg roy 1 


IX. A knight of my acquaintance viſitivig:the! fa- 
| mous Dr. Lower, in his laſt ſickneſs, aſked him for 
the beſt advice he could give him, how to preſerve his 
health, and prolong his life; the doctor only anſwered 
him, Do NOT EAT TSO venlAfter ſome other diſcourſe, 
the knight not imagining that the doctor had thorough- 
ly anſwered his enquiry, repeated it. The doctor, there- 
upon only repeated his anſwer why, did not I tell 
you do not eat top much. and, further ſaid not. 
dir Theodore Mayern on his death-bed gave this ad- 
vice to a noble friend that aſked his councel for the 
preſer vation of his health. Be moderate in your diet; 3 
uſe much. exerciſe, and little phyſic. I would have 
added, guard againſt. injurious changes of the wea- 
ther; and eſpecially be expoſed unto the nights 
little as may be. 


KX. Baglivi is not the only a 3 Bas 


ee eee tranquility and ſerenity of the 
mind contributes unto the health. Hofman in bis 
treatiſe, Des Moyens de vivre Longtemps, has obſerved, 
that in the way of keeping the mind quiet, the fear 
of the Lord tends unto life. 
| L mind, 


An holy and an eaſy 


146 _The ANGELS "pre par ing 


mind, is the moſt healthfub thing under heaven the 
moft- _—_ mam all the world. Fnesd ſay 
no more. * {TOUR 1:£1d ria bed endlgt Þ in no6 

Only n For ever Oufta. phintipiis =-1f, any ick 
neſs come upon you, be ſure to be ſick ſoon enougb. 
Maladies taken at the beginning may be eaſily rand 
preſently conquered; when delays art dangerous Ahd 
if you are upon a recovery from Kay ee of not 


well too ſoon. Raati vob gig & NI 
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4 
RuLEs AND MAXINS or PRUDENCE, 


rn 360 1 


HAVE now no more to do; but only ſingle out 

a few rules of prudence, the obſervation whertof 
may be your preſervation from very many wrong ſteps, 
in the way you have now before you. It eoſt the Pruſ⸗ 
ſians, the trouble of a war, before they could oblige 
their neighbours, to call them no longer Brutos, 
which they did before the tenth century, but Pruſſos, 
which ſignifies, it ſeems, a prudent people, I wiſh 
it may, coſt you no more trouble, than only-a little 
reading of, and thinking on, certain maxims of pru- 
dence to render you one of that people. I ſhall not 
ſay, how much it has coſt me, and what a dear- 
bought experience it 1s, that has enabled me to recom- 
mend them. | 


7 uin 


to SOUND the T RUMPETS. 147 


I will firſt ſuppoſe, 'that you take” that courſe of 
piety, if any lack wiſdom, let him afk it of God: 
and, that you ſtudy the book of the Proverbs, 
which our bible is enriched withal. I will alfo with 
you to read, the Lord Verulam's Efſays. And I will 
mind you, that one has lately written a book to ſhow, 
that wiſdom lies in the not doing that which may 
any way prejudice human ſociety, of which we are 
a part, but on the e make all o:r actions tend 
to the benefit of it. Then 5 will” offer” Jou fuck 
hints as theſe. 

I. The Italian maxims are no imprödtötk ones. 
One muſt not ſpend all he hath ; nor do all' he can; 
nor ſ tel! all he knows; nor believe all he hears. 

And there is a ſentence of à Greek poet, worthy 
to be remembred with you; which in plain Engliſh' 
will tell you, No wiſe man will be taken Aa ſecond 
time, in an error he hath ſuffered for. 25 

II. It is a leſſon worth more than an ingot of 
gold, which one who ſaw many things, has left, for 
what is to be uttered in company; Bis Prius ad limam 
quam ſemel ad linguam. Think before you ſpeak 
think before whom you ſpeak; think why. as well as 
whit you ſpeak. And remember, In multiloquio Atul- 
lilepnium; and, Leaſt ſaid fooneſt mended, 

Itis a very prudent remark; if one obſerves theſe 
three ſmall 1 imperatives, audi, cerne, tace, he will need 
no other paſſport for travelling over the world, You 
Will have a good note of Hikes, with two ſatellites 
to it, in my reciting to you the obſervations of a very 

1. 2 diſcrete: 
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diſcrete man, who ſaid ; he had often got hurt by 
eating too much ; rarely by eating too little; often got 
hurt by wearing too few cloaths; rarely by wear- 
ing toe many: often got hurt by ſpeaking; rarely, 
by holding his tongue. 

III. You find Homer aſſigning that as the reaſon, 
which made his Patroclus to be univerfally lamented 
at his death, he knew how to be good-natured unto 
all men. You may come to be almoſt univerſally 


beloved while. you live, if your good nature, (and 


good humour; which no nation or language but ours, 


has a proper term for !) appear in continual demon- 


ſtrations, which will ſatisfy every one; that you ſnall 
delight in doing all good offices which they can de- 
fire of you; and that if you ſee or hear any thing 


diſreputable in them, you will generouſly caſt and 


keep a mantle over it. 

IV. I have heard one ſay, that there was a gentle- 
man in the nineteenth chapter of the Acts, to whom 
he was more indebted, than to any man in the world. 
This was he, whom our tranſlation, calls the town- 
clerk of Epheſus ; whoſe council it was, to do no- 
thing raſhly. Upon any propoſal of conſequence, 
it was an uſual ſpeech with him, We will firit adviſe 
with the town-clerk of Epheſus. One in a fond 
compliance with a friend, forgetting the town-clerk, 


may do that in haſte, which he may repent at leiſure; | 
may do what may coft him ſeveral hundreds of pounds, | 


beſides troubles which he would not have undergone 


for thouſands. 
| V. Let 


— 
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V. Let the judges motto be yours, Prudens gui 
patiens, You will for ever find, the wrath of man 
works not the righteouſneſs of God. And, there Is 
nothing done ſo well in a paſſion, but what may be 
done better out of it. There is a conſpicuous wiſ- 
dom in meekneſs. If you find your ſpirit heated in 
diſcourſe at any time, now, now, is a time for the 
bridle; I will take heed to my ways, that I fin not 
with my tongue. There is danger leſt a Moſes him- 
ſelf ſpeak unadviſedly with his lips, when his anger is 
moved. Suppreſs rather than expreſs too warm re- 
ſentments, whatever be the provocations. There will 
be nothing loſt by doing 0i_—__— PIR com- 
ponere fluctus. 

VI. If you feel a violent impulſe hürrylug you into 
an eager purſuit of any matter, be jealous, be afraid 
Jeſt you be led into temptation. Examine it over 
and over again ; and be upon a moſt ſedate weighing of 
the matter, well-aſſured, that it is what un not be 
repented of. 

VII. Let it be as a law of the Medes and Perſians 
with you, that you will never ſacrifice any hours 
of a ſhort life, in contentions: eſpecially in perſonal 
contentions, and quarrels and ſquabbles, and vitiliti- 
gations. Abundance of ſin will be unavoidably com- 
mitted in them; and, the game will not pay for the 
candle. Remit rather of much right, which you 
may have a claim unto, than contend for it. This 
is the meaning of, Let your moderation be known unto 
all men. In uſing an uncommon lenity and forbear- 
5 3 ances 
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ance, and condeſcention, under unfair uſages, you 
will find the Lord is at hand; ready in ſtrange ways 
to make you reparation for the wrongs that men 

may have done you. Vea, why may you not look 


on the peace you Pr by it, 83 a ſufficient 


reparation ?! 
VIII. Sometimes a vindication may be neceſſary. 


In what caſes —— Wiſdom will be profitable to direct 


you. But if it be at any time whiſpered unto you, 
that any one has deſpiſed you, derided you, ſpoken 
diminutively of you; the beſt way, for the moſt 
part, is, for, you to take no more notice of it, than 
a greater man (a Theodoſius) would have done of 
ſuch a contempt caſt upon him. Let them that have 
abuſed you, know nothing that you know any 


thing of the matter. For ſuch is the baſeneſs of 


many people, that (meaſuring you by themſelves) 
they. will hate you, becauſe you know that they have 
hurt you; and they will perſiſt in their hatred, 
which they muſt juſtify, becauſe they imagine, that 
you cannot forgive them. Whereas, if you be ſilent, 
and as one that hears not, God will probably reward 
your patient ſilence, by making thofe very perſons 
anon prove ſome of the moſt cordial and uſeful. friends 
you have in the world, 

IX. Do not uſe your pen, and loſe your time, in 
Eriſtic writings, any more than unqueſtionable du— 
ty and prudence makes to be abſolutely neceſſary. 
Writing upon a point, and in the way and ſtrain 
of controverſy, will not only have a tendency to 

| dif- 
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giſeompoſr the peace: of your: mind but tniſerably 
divert 'the -Radies of 'a-ſhort pilgrimage, from ſuch 
things as would be much more profitable. for yoarfe}f 
aud others. Anon; the grand point of the controverſy 
will be, only HO has moſt wit or grace of the two; 
jou, or jour antagoniſt. A inighty buſineſs I if 
jerom were pleaſed in an hectoring way to fore warm 
his opponents, that he 1 Cornuta "wy 15 * 
you will not be fo, _ * 15 | : 

XI If Slander gelle have e publiokly: enden 
jou, An reſpondendu ni ſemper calumniis ? No. Loo 
a5 far back as two! thoufſand years ago, and you will 
find even a Plato giving a pattern to a Chriſtian, in 


bis declining to take any notice of the invectives 


which a Xenephon had uſed upon him. It may be, 
the ſcribblers, are ſorry ſcoundrels, and ſuch vile 
children of Sheth, as it is beneath you to let them 
know that you have ſo much as read their follies. 


Or be they what they will, for the moſt part, the 


belt way will be to ſhine on, regardleſs of what the 


batts and owls may mutter againſt you. Or, if that 


metaphor be too ſublime, let me ſay, at leaſt as the 
moon among the; leſſer fires, keep a ſteady pace, walk- 
ing in your, brightneſs, notwithſtanding the unre- 


gardable allatrations of your adverſaries. If they 


perſecute you with libels, it is a notable hint, that 


Le Clerc has given you. Inſtead of anſwering them, 


write ſuch learned and uſeful books as will be of per- 
petual ſervice to mankind. Theſe will procure ſuck 
a caſting and laſing teſtimony for you, that the @ 
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will need no more to make a man ill thought of, chan --3 
this ; that he was x Therſites to you, and one that wrote 48 
againſt you. Theſe books will be durable mony- 
ments of your valuable and honourable character, let 
when the libels of theſe poor animalculicuncles wilt fam 
periſh among the waſte- paper, which the haberdaſher vice 
ef ſmall: wares have occaſion foerr. WM - 3 
And if any: preacher ſhould: be ſo impertinent as al aw 
to have any girds at you in the pulpit, remember the Wl que! 
advice of the ſweet-ſpirited Melancthon to Vitus The- yit! 
etlorus, when the hot - ſpirited Oſiander had Preached Ml na) 
againſt him; I charge you, do not anſwet the man; hold ſup: 
your peace; go on in your miniſtry as if you hat ti 
heard nothing The gentleman ſoon found his ac- ber 
count in hkarkening to his candid adviſer. 
9. That what 1. am driving | may- ſtick, you hall 
have it in the form of two old ruſty nails; the one, dog; 
Magnum contumeliæ remedium e 's _ ane; | 
Sile, et fungſtam dadiſti plagam. Mo 
As wicked a fellow as ever polluted a pen, 1 has Wl prop 
this paſſage worth tranſcribing from him, while his Wl b 
name is not worth mentioning. - © The malice of ill- elle 
© tongues caſt upon a good man, is only like a mouth- 
© ful of ſmoke, blown upon a diamond, which though Wi perl 
< it clouds its beauty for the preſont, yet it is cafily]M 2 b+ 
<. rubbed off, and the gem reſtored with little trou- 
© ble to its genuine luſtre.” But an honeſter pagan Wi uch 
than he, has told you, Perditi hominis profigatiput i anc 
maledictis, nullius gloria n violatur. Old N or 
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„XI. Be: ſociable} But throw away! as little time 
s ever you can, upon the Temporis fures; eſpecially 
upon impertinent company. Keep: company; but 
kt it be chiefly with ſuch as are your ſuperiors; your 
familiarity with whom, will be een and ſor- 
viceabte to o. nn A 14 T 
XII. While you are yet in your wee eng be 
aways furniſhed with a ſtock of weighty» and uſeful 
queſtions. ' By wiſely and humbly offering theſe, and 
with the modeſty of one defiring to be inſtructed, you 
may commonly lead the converſation, even with your 
ſuperiors, and almoſt nece ſſitate a profitable converſa 
tion, You may be, as R. Jeremy was called, the maſ- 
ter of the queſtions. A diſeretion in this point, is a diſ- 
tinguiſhing thing. But whenever you are arguing, 
ordinarily propoſe every thing rather ſocratically than 
1 Be not poſitive; much leſs clamour- 
; leaſt of all furious. But keep up an air of 
Uodeſty, and carry on your diſcourſe in the form of 
proper queſtions; and as one willing to be inſtructed 
by him whom you are diſputing with. It is an ex- 
eellent wiſdom, this ; to argue handſomely. 
XIII. Find out ſome very wile, and ſome very good 
perſon; whom you may chuſe to make, what we call 
2 boſom friend. But be very careful of your choice; 
for a faithful friend who can find? when you have 
luch an one, aſk his advice in all matters of impor- 
ance, Nevertheleſs, even here keep your ſtops, as 
o truſting him with ſuch ſecrets as may put it; into 
is power to hurt ye At leaft, rarely commit any 
kerets to any perſons, but ſuch as may have it as 
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much for their intereſt: as it ws for yours, to keep ap 
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the wiſdom of the ancients, à caution againſt bl 
a friend with a loud voice, riſing early in ares. 
There is a marvellous wiſdom, as well as goodneſs, 
in ſpeaking well of every one, as far as we can, on 
all occaſions, and even watching for all occaſions to 
do ſo. And evil ſpeaking has an indiſeretion as wellaz 
indecency in it; for the very birds of the air ſtrangely 
report the matter. But yet there is often a want of 
wifdom, in our being either too copious, or too early in 
our commendations: too high or too quick.“ You 
may ſooner than you think for ſee yout commenda- 
tions confuted ; and be obliged (as even cee 
to revoke your dedications. rig ien 
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XV. Let no man of quality engage you, and at- 
tach you ſo far to his intereſts, that you ſhall run the 
hazard of abating the ſucceſs of your miniſtry, and 
abridging your opportunities to do good unto many, 
upon his account. You will find ſuch men, what | * 
the oracles of God foretel you ſhall, when you put 4 c 
your truſt in them. They will ſoon fall out With | ” 
you, if you do not keep touch with them, in all their * b 
deſigns; and when you ceaſe, to be their tool, they Ag 
will moſt forgetfully and ungratefully abandon you. CE” 
Nor will it be wiſdom in you, to go any further in | * 
appearing 
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gearing for any government, (as the world now 
dees) than duty calls you to it.— If you do, —1 can 
zl how you ſhall be requited for it ! If any factions 
nüng in the commonwealth, folicit your imbarka- 
jon in them, keep cloſe to the buſineſs of your mi- 
itry,and ſay, I am doing a great work, ſo that I cannot 
ume down; why ſhould the work ceaſe, while I leave 
t and come down to you? To be a ſtate martyr, — 
| is what I cannot adviſe you to be ambitious of. I 
we nothing to ſay, for ſuch a crown of martyrdom. 
let thus much I infiſt upon. Be ſure to keep for- 
er loyal and faithful to the Proteſtant line, for the 
til ſcepter. 
VI. Gain by every thing l let teproschset make 
wm conſider, to what excellent virtue and action, 
ould he that has bidden this to befal me, there- 
Ir awaken me ? yea, let all diſaſters make you 
ander, what admonition does my God now ſend 
o me? 
W XVII. If you have laid up an inexhauſtible ſtore 
i ſtories, accommodated unto all the purpoſes of 
e profitable and the agreeable, and have the ſkill of 
lug them handſomely, and with a deliberate, ex- 
ve, unſtumbling brevity, and produce them on 
n occaſions, you may not only ingratiate your- 
ff wherever you make your appearance, but alſo ob- 
in almoſt any requeſt that you ſhall make one of them 
ty introduction to. The precious ſtones that every 
ts a value on, are called pleaſant ſtones. But 
pt Jour pleaſantry, degenerate into any unbecom- 


ing 
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ing levity. Forever ſo regulate it and ſo moderate it, 
that it may gracefully terminate in the, moſt ſeriou, 
diſcourſe, and if it may be, in the inculcation and in 
finuation of ſome ſerious maxim, N may be good 
for. the uſe of edifying. lol 

XVIII. In public tranſactions, ad eſpecially . 


any thing is driving, about Which the people of God 


may be divided in their ſentiments, let there be: 

continual terror of God upon you, leſt you unaware 
fall in with ſomething that may be injtnical « 
detrimental to the kingdom of God: continually ſuf 
picious, left ſome ſtratagem of Satan may draw yo 
into ſomething that may gratify that great adverſary 
For example; things may look very plauſibly, ani 
there may ſeem a laudable regard paid unto peace, ani 
love, and charity in them; and yet it may be a prof 
tituted charity, which going ſo far as to embrace thoſ 
for brethren in Chriſt, who are enemies to him, i 
may prove a treachery to the moſt glorious cauſe it 
the world. And ſo, there was once in the low coun 
tries, that preſſed under the name of moderation, whic 
others found and called, murderation. | 

Be very thoughtful, and very e on ſucl 
occaſions. 

XIX. It may not be amiſs for you to have ty 
e An heap of unintelligibles; and an heap 
incurables. Ever now and then you will meet wit 
| ſomething or other, that may pretty much diftrel 


your thoughts; but the ſhorteſt way with the ve 
tio 


d 
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tons will be, to throw them into the heap they belong 


** by 1 
* , 


vou will meet t with ſome unaccountable and incom- 
prhenſible things; particularly, in the conduct of 
nany people. Throw them into your heap of UNINTEL= 
1GIBLES; leave them there. Trouble your mind no 
further; hope the beſt, or think no more about them. 

You will meet with ſome unperſuadable people; 
no counſel, no reaſon will do any thing upon the 
obſtinates : eſpecially as to the making of due ſub- 
miſfons upon offences. Throw them into the heap 
of INCURABLES; leave them there. And ſo do you 
go on to do as well as you can, what you have to 
do. Let not the crooked things that cannot be made 
ſtraight, encumber you. 
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XX, It is a treſpaſs on the' rules of prudence, 
never to know, when to haye done. WhereldFe; 1 
have done | | 

And now, go thy way, O thou ſon greatly be- 
loved; and work in thy lot livelily, and prayerfully, 
and chearfully to the end of thy days; and wait and 
look for what the glorious Lord will do for thee at the. 
end of thy days; in thoſe endleſs joys, wherein thou 
halt ſhine as the brightneſs of the firmament, and as 
the ſtars for ever and ever. 4 


Audendum „ ut illuftr ata veritas pateat, * ab 
errore liber entur. LAcrAN r. 
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T F life conſiſt rather in works than years, 
Vour age, great as Methuſela's appears. 

As ſparkling ſtars along the milky way, 

Your works, for number ſuch, and luſtre, they! 
To know and do ſo many things! go tell, 

O Plutarch, where to find a parallel ! 

I read, I ſearch: to meet him I deſpair; 

Or fit down with a wondrous Hottinger. 
If thoſe by Moſes taught his ſons are ftil'd ; 

Then we will each of us be call'd, your child. 
But though to you, all ſo obliged are, 

I moſt am bleſs'd with your peculiar care. 

And therefore now my gratitude to ſhow, 

And ſpeak my ſenſe, my willing numbers flow. 
As the ſwol'n ſtream ſweeps over banks and bound er! 

Foams o'er the fields, and bears away the mounds ; 

So the expreſſions of a grateful mind, 

Move, roll, and ſwell, and ſcorn to be confin'd. 
Sure ſome celeſtial gueſt approv'd this theme, 

Laid the deſign, and drew the happy ſcheme; 
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For O! how rich the treatiſe, and how fine ? 
Through it what ſweet; variety, does ſhine} _ 
Near this bleſt Ophir' 8 7 looks dim and Sale 
And Hybla's s honey d does of ſweetneſs fail. 2 
Je angels, therefore now, to ſound prepare ! 
-Your Prone, Sir, the chearful choir rr 
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Not as a lamp 16 45a in 4 grave, you ou * 
But far and near your head 'aly influence faves” "05 
5 the fair moon through the high heay'ns does roll, 
ind ſpread her ſacred light from pole to pole, 
What barks below ſhe ſtill diſdains to mind, 
nd ſtately moves the courſe for her deſign 3 
lud ſo the bright diſpenſer of the day, 
fours forth his beams, and marches on his way; 

While ſons of darkneſs, dazzled by the fight, 
er at the day and fly th the lovely light. 5 
Light of the weſtern churches, ne'er have done; 
Vf bats and ſnails regardleſs ſtill ſnine on! 

o top your light, if any ſuch deſire ; 

ey hall but ſigh their malice—and expire. 

W 0! may Iſtill enjoy your prayer and care, 
ing, chat I, with your great image there Ni 
Ws Scipio's ſon mayn't be forbid to wear. 
Wl may 1 by your! manuduction led, 
. in your high paths of ſervice tread. 
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NOTES AND OBSERVATIONS 


ON THE. SEVERAL Stevions oF 


Dx; CoTTON Ar STUDENT and ae 


* 


s E C T. I. 


Baar Wi ad 


N this ſection read Dr. Samuel Wiight's Four Views of Death; 

which are very ſerious and alarming. He views death as a de- 
barture from our world—as the finiſhing our labours—the declaration of 
our internal character and temper before GOD, and the ſealing up our 
fate for eternity—as the turning the body nts corruption,. duſt, and 
aſhes—and as our entrance an a new ſtate of exiſtence, perceptions and 
feelings, in Heaven or Hell. 

Read Dr. Watts on Death and Heaven; ; Drelincourt on Death, which 
good Queen Mary read over ſeven times; Dr. Sherlock on Death, with 
Dr, Bates; Blair's ſtriking Poem, ſtiled the Grave; and Dr. Young's 
Maſculine Thoughts on Life, Death, and Immortality. If ever there was - 
an original work for grandeur of thought, and rich colours of the moft 


daring imagination, this, this is the work, above all others in the 
world ! 


$8 5... 
The true EnD of Lies: 


EAD Dr. Ridgely's Explanation of the firſt Anſwir' in the Aſfemblies 
larger Catechiſm, with the flaming expoſition of it in Doolittle's 
Body of Divinity, folio. See likewiſe, Dr, William Wiſheart's admirable 
mon on n GOD, in his Theologia. Vol. II 


N | SECT. 


162 1 
ZE AL to do Good biimes. 
R. Cotton Mather's own conduct for near fifty years, was a moſi 


was, What good ſhall I do? On Lord's day morning, gdod mall 1 
do for my church and congregation? On Monday, What good ſhall 1 do 


to my family? On Tueſday, What good ſhall 1 do to my relations abroad? 


On Wedneſday, What good ſhall T do to the intereſt and kingdom of 
Chriſt in the world? On Thurſday, What good ſhall I do to the various 


focieties to which I ſtand related ? On Friday, What good ſhall I do to 
my enemies; and how ſhall I overcome evil with good? On Saturday, B 


What good ſhall I do for my own ſoul, and what are the be means to 
promote the life of GOD in myſelf ? | 


S EON. 


REGENERATION e ential to a true and good ChRls- 


TIAN PREACHER. 


READ the great and judicious Charnock on Regeneration, e al 


the writers in our language —in which he views this glorious work of 


GOD as an infuſion of life, a creation of a ſpiritual habit-—an-impreſſion 


of the Divine perfections, and an infcription of the divine law—the-paſſ- 
ing of a divine change, and the production of the new. birth in  immor- 
tal ſouls. Read likewiſe, Dr. Wright, Dr. Doddridge, Dr. Witfius, and 


Dr. Gill, on Regeneration, with Marſhall on Sanctification, and Ms, | 


Brine on the Nature of Holineſs, 1749. 
SECT... 
The right Exp of STUDIES. 


Mes ſtudents content themſelves with mean low views of their office, 
and the conſequence will always be mean and low purſuits ; they feel : 
no generous and exalted ſentiments, nor do they deſire to live up to the 
height of their immortal exiſtence. They do not make Chriſt the PRIX- 
CIE, the PATTZRN and END of their being; ſelf-tove, ſelf-admira- | 
tion, ſelf-ſeeking, ſelf-wiſdom, ſelf-intereſt, and ſelf-ends, mingle with 
all they think, with all their ſtudies, all their purſuits, and all their | 
labors. Self robs Go p of his deareſt glory: ſelf robs CHRIS ＋ of his true 


honour, and deareſt intereſt, 


s Ee r. 


— ftriking exemplification of this ſection. His _ Wel | 


» * 
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Sry of the LANGUAGES. 


TJenkia Thomas Philipe, preceptor to the late Duke of Cumbet- 
3553 has Geo. ng bet res for the 4 250 een mie Greek 
angua s, ina kr iſe he publiſhed for that End, w. t ju 
be . e Grammar and 8 15 United. f n 
I any young man of taſte and capacity, will read his treatife, wi 
15 Clarke's Effays on Education and Study, he will need no farthei 
vice on this head. 

The Grammar and Key to the Greek Teſtament, lately publiſhed 0 
the Editor of this book, has made the ouch eaſier to beginners, than 
by any other method he has ever ſeen, 

The Hebrew language may be attained i in the moſt pleaſant and expe- 
ditious method, by Mr. Robertſon's Treatiſes of the laſt age, intituled, 
The Gate and I Door to the Holy Tongue, | 12mo, with his Key to 
the Hebrew Pſalms, and his Manipulus ; with Bythner's Lyra Prophe- 
— is a moſt excellent analyfis of every word in the whole Book of 

8. „ 41140 'T 
To che ghove books, add the. Clavis Pentateychi; of the worthy Hebrew 

Profeſſor, ; Dr. James Robertſon, of Edinburgh. In tbis excellent book, 
he has analyzed word in the Five Books of Moſes, in the ſame 
manner as Bythner has done in the Book of Pſalms., __ 

If a young man of any genius, piety, and diligence, will but uſe theſe 
books for one year; hie will attain a very honourable and happy know- 
ledge of the: Hebrew language. Ra ,2:.; 

The Editor has publiſhed an eaſy latrotution to this Hebrew, but the 

A now oy fearee, as the edition is nearly wy * Ws 


SECT. VII. 


Sropr and Usz of the 8086 „ ee 


No man has written better on this head than Dr. Watts, in bis two 
volumes of the Improvement of the Mind. To theſe add the learned 

John Clarke's Eflay on Stud). 

If good Dr. Cotton Mather had lived to have gudied wel Dr: Watts's 
and Dr. Duncan's | Logic, he would have recommended logic us an ex- 
cellent ſcience to direct the operations of the human underſtanding; and 
had he read Locke's celebrated Eifay with as much attention and length 
of time, as the famous prefident Edwards did, he would not have paſſed 
over the mention of that Treatiſe; in ſo light a manner. 

Had our great and good Author ſeen Dr. Watts's Ontology, Dr. Ward's 
Syſtem of Oratory, or Mr. Blackwall's and Dr, Oibbons 8 ns he 
bd bare adm and recommended them. | 


M 2 8E T. 
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Of Poetry and STYLE. 
R OLEIN on Taſte, and on the humble, the middle, and ſublime ſiyle, 


and on poetry at large, in his Belles Letters, a work that exceeds all 
ſcription, and is above all praiſe; Dr. Ward on Style, in his Syſtem of 
ratory, 2 vols. 8vo. Batteaux's Belles Letters, and Black wall on the 
five different Styles of the New Teſtament. Theſe works will richly en- 
large and beautify Dr, Mather's Ideas of Poetry and Style; to which, add 
Cambray's Dialogues on Eloquence, his letter to the French academy, 
and D'Oyley's Chriſtian Eloquence, tranſlated from Monfieur Gilbert, 
4 h DOT” 


r. 


Of NaTURAL | PriLosoPHY. as 10 HT 
pHiLosoPHY is the knowledge of the Beauties of Creation, founded 


on reaſon and experience; it conſiſts in finding out the laws of natute 

dy experiments and obſervations, with a proper application of geometry. 

Without obſervations, it is impoſſible we ſhould diſcover the phers- 
mena of nature, or the appearances in the heavens, earth, and ſeas. 
Without experiments, we muſt be ignorant of the mutual actions of 
bodies on each other. Without geometry, we can never be certain 
whether the cauſes we aſſign be adequate to the effects we would explaiti. 
The ground work of all philoſophy is the grand law of gravitation; ur 
univerſal attractĩion. P23 | era nid nt 

That is a force impreſſed on all bodies, by which they mutually 
attract, or tend toward each other, according to the quantity of matter 
they contain, and in proportion to their diſtances. This great law 
will teach us to explain the motion of the planets, and their moons; the 
tides of the ocean, and the nouriſhment and growth of all plants and 
animals. 125% ace yo all. has wana 

Dr. Cotton Mather's Chriſtian Philoſopher, ought to be the very firſt | 
book that a young man of genius and piety ſhould read; its is written 
with great ſenſe, and ſtrength of thought, and animated with. a ſpirit of 
the moſt maſculine piety, This learned and good man views Chriſt in all 
the parts of creation ; he contemplates the light, the fixed ſtars, the ſun, 
the planets, and their moons, with the comets and the heat. He pro- 
weeds to contemplate the rain and the rainbow; the ſnow, the hail, the, 
thunder and lightening; the air, the wind, and the cold and freezing. 
He goes on to contemplate the globe of the earth and gravitation, the 
waters, minerals, and magnetiſm, He views Chriſt as the creator of all 
vegetables, trees, plants, and flowers; as the author of inſeas, reptiles, 
- fiſhts, birds, and all the beaſts of the field and foreſt, + * F 
L Laſtly, he contemplates man in the wonderful ſtructure of his body, 
and the aſtoniſhing powers and affections of his ſoul; and concludes with 
reflections on the madneſs of atheiſm, and a devotional exerciſe to _ 


. 165 ] -* {one 
oa theſe accounts I recommend Dr. Mather's excellent book, above all 
others in the world. "FI 443 1 7 tt 

The reading of this Treatiſe will lay a foundation for Ferguſon's Select 
Lectures, Le Pluche's Nature Diſplayed, with the ſublime and devout ! 
contem»lations on every part of creation, by the excellent Mr. Hervey, 
Theſe will pave the way to Sir Richard Blackmore's noble Poem on 
Creation, Baker's Univerſe, Martin's young Gentleman and Ladies Phi- 
loſophy, Rowning's Compendious Syſtem, Dr, Pemberton's View of Sir 
Iſaac Newton's Philoſophy, Dr. Derbam and Ray on Creation, Cam- 
bray's elegant Views of Creation, in his Contemplations on the Exiſtence 
of God, Rutherforth's Syſtem of Natural Philoſophy ; and, laftly, the 


Principia itſelf, 
3 | 

Of the MATHEMATICS. 

ARITHMETIC and Geometry are of exceeding great uſe to fix the 

attention, and fo teach us to compare our ideas, and diſtinguiſh , 
them with accuracy, as well as to arrange them in proper order, and 
draw juſt inferences from truths, well known, and clearly demon- 
ſtrated, | | : | 

The excellence of the methods of geometrical reaſoning, are diſplayed 
ina ſtriking manner by the great Dr. Barrow, in his Oration on the Uſes 
of Mathematical Learning; and by. Emerſon and Stone, in their Prefaces 
to Euclid's Elements of Geometry, | : | 

Every young ſtudent who ſhall early accuſtom himſelf to contemplate 
bolid axioms, clear definitions, and regular demonſtrations on every ſubject 
in divinity, will certainly riſe above his brethren in the miniſtry, who 
ſhall, through carelefineſs, lazineſs, or cowardice, neglect ſuch an ex- 
cellent method of diſtinguiſhing and arranging their Ideas, 

Dr, Watts has ſome excellent thoughts on ihe uſe of geometry, in his 
Improvement of the Mind. Chap. xx. And John Clarke, on the Errors 
of Study, has keen thoughts on the negleA of the mathematics. See 
likewiſe, Locke's Conduct of the Underſtanding, who obſerves that we 
have need to ſtudy geometry, not ſo much to fit us for mathematicians, ag 
make us rational creatures. - | 


811 20: 


Of the STUDY and UsE of HisTory, 
THE excellent Rollin, in his Method of Study, has diſplayed tha 


uſes of ſacred, and other anclent hiftory, in the moſt lively and 
king colours ; perhaps above any other author in the world 3 and his 
dun works are the moſt glorious exemplification of its beauties and plea» 
lures, The application of foreign hiſtory to the illuſtration and confirma- 
zom of the prophecies of ſcripture, is ſhewn in the Diſſertations of Dr, 
Newton, Biſhop of Briſtol, which is a work that exceeds all praiſe, . 

The eafieſt introduction to hiſtory, may be ſeen in a ſeries of engraved 


M 3 cards, 


L. 166 J 
cards, beginning with the creation, and coming down to the battle: of 
Marathon; and in the ſecond ſett, proceeding from the battle of Mara⸗ 
thon to the birth of Chriſt. Theſe, with Dr. Prideaux's Connexion bf 
ſatred and profane Hiſtory, and Biſhop Uſher's excellent Annals, will lay 
ſuch a good foundation for hiſtory, as to enable a. young ſtudents to go on 

with pleafure and ſucceſs to the end of his life, e. 


fifa PROPOSALS 10 STUDENTS, 59 85 
Or profitable and pleaſant Exerciſes in Devotion and Learning, 


AT our ſeminaries for the training up piqus young men for the miniſtry 
of the goſpel, abundance of precious time is loſt through idleneſs, 
trifling, vain ſpeculations, filly diſputations, and levity ef temper, and 
converſation. - TINS ad a et | | SF 
Moſt young miniſters, on a review of the waſte of time when under 
their tutors, ſee reaſon for bitter repentance, and keen ſelf-refleQion 3 
let thoſe that come after us, beware of the ſame fins and follies. Let 
every ſtudent ſet an high value on every moment of time, and prudentiy 
employ every part in a direct ſubſervience to his main end in life. * © 
/ © Wiſe and rational converſation with eack other on religion and ſearn- 
ing, is exceedingly improving to the underftanding and the heart. 


S E C F. xk. 


The SENTIMENTS and Views of an Evangelical 
Mnoeran. 6 on dd 


. | . 1 4 

I 4m going to be a labourer, and T muſt labor in the word and doctrine; 
I am a ſervant, and I muft' obey my generous Maſter; I am an 

huſbandman, and I muſt cultivate the field of the church; I am a ſhep- } 
herd, and I muſt feed the ſheep and lambs of Chriſt; I am a workman, 
and I muſt approve myſelf to Go p, ſo as not to be aſhamed, rightly dividing | 
the word of truth, giving to every text its true ſenſe, to every truth its 
due weight, to every finner and ſaint their proper portion, and to every 
doQrine and duty the proper ſeaſon; I am. a watchman, and I muſt be 
attentive to the leaſt found of my Maſter's feet, and to every danger from 
enemies, and every advantage for my beſt friends; I am, an Overſerr, I 
muſt watch with a thouſand eyes; I am an houſcholder,, and\hmuft keep 
the family of Chriſt in good order; I am a builder, and I muſt place all 
the materials on the only foundation; I am a:fteward, and I muſt be wi > 
and honeſt ; I am a ſoldier, and I muſt be brave and valiant againſt fin and 
ſatan; I am an elder, and I muſt be wiſe, grave, and venerable z I m an 
earthen veſſel, and I muſt be deeply humble; I am an eagle, and 4 muy 
ſoar to the Sun of righteouſneſs; Iam a lion, and Imuſt exert ROT - 
Wold rs i OW Gags We * * 5 15 
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fortitude 3 I am a-cherub, and I muſt plough in the goſpel field; Tama 
ſeraph, and I muſt burn with zeal for the glory of Chriſt; I am one of 
the lights cf the world, Matt. v, 14. and I muſt thine for my Maſter's. 
honour 3 I am a ſaviour, Obad. and I muſt delight to publiſh ſalvation; 
] am + juftifier, Dan, xii. 3. [in the 8 and I muſt ſhe the methog' 
of juſtificationz I am a nurſe, 1 Theff, it. 7. and I muſt be tender to 
Ch:1ft's little children; I am a father in the family of Gb, and I muft 
be wiſe and generous, and act up to the height of my venerable character 
Jam an ambafſagor, and I muft act with ſolid wiſdom, dignity, and de- 
corum; I am an angel, and I muſt be a wife, and not a fooliſh angel. 
An angel is a knowing creature, and ſhall I be an ignorant fool? am 
angel is an holy creature, and ſhall I be a polluted ſinner? an angel is a 
ſtrong and valiant creature, and fflall I be a weak and fil y coward? an 
angel is a moſt diligent N creature, and ſhall I be a fluggard, and 
a drone in the work of Gop * an angel is a loving and generous creature, 
and ſhall I be a malevolent, mean ſpirited, ſchiſh wretch? an angel 
inceſſantly contemplates the perfections and glory of Chriſt, and mall T 
be diſguſted at the divinity of his perſon, and the boundleſs dignity and 
lory of his Godhead, ſatisfaction, and righteouſneſs ?' Angels love to 

attend the dear people of Gop in all conditions and circumftances ; they 
watch, and ſhall. I Ncep? they provide food, and ſhall I ftarve the 
ſaints ? they guard from dangers, and mal! I be careleſs? they direct 
chriſtians in their journeys, and ſhall I not guide them in the path of 
life? they make known the mind of God, and ſhall 1 ſhun to declare 
his own counſel ? they rejoice at the converfion of finners, and ſhall I be 
luke warm and unconcerned ? they comfort ſaints in diſtreſs, and ſhall nat 

1 be a Barnabas, a ſon of conſolation ? they repel the deviPs temptations, 
and ſhall not I aſſiſt and encourage the dear people of Gop to repel temp- 
tations? angels are attentive to the ſaints at death, and tall net I "ee 
attend their fick beds, and comfort them in their dying agonies ? angel 
will all rejoice to appear with Chrift, to gather the believers from all parts 
of the earth, and ſhall, net | exceedingly rejoice in the thought, that when 
Chriſt, who is my life, ſhall appear, I ſhall appear with all his preachers 
and ſaints in glory ? Theſe are the rich and noble ſentiments of a genuine 
preacher of the goſpel: | pag 13 


8 KC. XIV. 
Of the let MANNER of reading the ſacred Scxie- 
3 TURES, 4 | 


THE rules in this book, by Dr. Mather, are the bef (in equa! compaſs) 
Jever faw, or expect to ſee, in any writer whatſoever. To theſe let 


me add Vitringa's XIX Canons for underſtanding the Prophecies; Mr. 
Brine's IX Rules, for interpreting the Scriptures ; and the other Rules 
for underſtanding the Law and Goſpel, all publiſhed in my ſecond volume 
of Contemplations, $vo, Sold by Mr, Dilly, in the Poultry, p 

3 three grand rules for reading and underſtanding the Scriptures, are 


. Canon 


OL IR +} | "M4 
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Canon I. The Perfedtions of Gov.—The er! ut upon eve 
portion of ſcripture, muſt be agreeable to the divine perfections. 

Canon II. The Analogy of Faith, or the Harmony and ee 
of all the Truths of the Goſpel. —Oa the analogy of faith, ſee Contemp- 
lavions, Vol. II. page 230—233. 
fa iN ſenſe muſt be put upon ſcripture, which contradifts the analogy of 
4 g 


Canon III. The Scriptures promote holineſs. No ſenſe muſt be put 
on ſcripture, which encourages fin, or relaxes our obligation to univerſal 


holineſs, —See this exemplified, Contempl. p. 233. 

To the above, we would add ten abelian Directions for reading the 
Sacred Scriptures, by the learned and pious Mr. Benjamin Bennet, in his 
admirable book on the Religion of the Cloſet, Chap. II. p. 18, 


Rule 1. Make choice of proper parts and books of Scripture for your 


reading. 


Rule 2. Fix the method of reading, and take care to have your work 


laid out before hand. 
Rule 3. Search out the true ſenſe and meaning of what you read. 


Rule 4. Ex pound the Scripture to yourſelves, preach upon it to your 


own hearts, and improve it to the purpoſes of devotion. 


Take for ſpecimens, Gen. i. ii. iii, Pſal. i. ii. iii. Matt. i. ii. iii. 


Rule 5. Seck to have your heart under deep and ftrong impreſſions of 
the ſenſe and deſign of the word of God, 

The holy Scriptures are a copy of the holy nature of Gov, and an ex- 
ample or pattern of what our nature ought to be. The law of Go is 
written in our hearts, when our moſt inward principles, diſpoſitions and 
frame, are conformable to that law,—The main ſcope of the Bible is con- 
| fained in the compreh nſi ve, general laws and maxims of 1 it. Micah vi. 8. 
Matth. vii. 12. Xxii. 3-40. Titus ii. 12 
There is a variety of particular, moral, and N laws, reſpectin 
God, our neighbour, and ourſelves.— T here are ſele ct and Tweet evange- 
lical laws and precepts, peculiar to Chrift and the Holy Spirit. 

Theſe great laws and rules are exemplified in the lives of holy men, re- 
corded in Scripture, | © 
Rule 6. Make an honeſt od pungent application of what you read to 
your own ſouls, on all occaſions, and in all parts of the Scriptures. 

Rule 7, Read with pure Intentions, and minds free from prejudice 
and evil byas, as far as poſſible. 

Rule 8. Read with lively paſſions, and let your affections ariſe ſuit- 
able to the different diſcoveries made in the various parts of Scripture.— 
This is a' moſt excellent rule, Joſiah rent his clothes at hearing the 
awful threatenings of Gop read to him. —See Dr. Watts on the Uſe of 
the Paſſions in Religion. | 
Rule 9. Make preſent uſe of all che Scriptures you read z turn al into 
practical religion as you read. 

Rule 10. Depend on God every moment while you real and a death 
beg bis oly Spirit for your aſſiſtance, in all this work, that you may un- 
der tand, apply, and improve his word, acco:ding to the above directions. 

. See all theſe rules amplified in an admirable manner, in Mr. Ben amin 
Bennet, on the Retigion of the Cloſet, page 18-65. To which add 0 
Calamy' s ten excellent rules for poding the ** e in his Ser 0 
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ons on Inſpiration q and Dr, Groſvenor's Rules in the Diſcourſeron the 


Scriptures, by fix Miniſters, r2mo, ; 
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Of STUpyYING a BODY of Divinity. 


|” is greatly to be, lamented that young men of piety and capacity, who 
are inclined to the miniſtry, do not confider the vaſt uſe, importance, 
ud pleaſure, of forming for themſelves a body of divinity out of the 
Ccriptures, A work of their own writing will impreſs the mind, and 
eren the ſoul, much more than bare reading the works of other 
livines. Far be it from me to deſpiſe the excellent ſyſtems of divinity, 
recommended by Dr. Cotton Mather, and others written fince his time: 
[would wiſh that they might be read with the utmoſt attention, and per- 
petu2l reviews, But after all, we muſt finally reſolve all our knowledge 
ind faith into the holy Scriptures, as the original ſource of all our know- 
ledge, and the proper and only baſis of vital faith. No young ſtudent or 
facher will ever be wiſe and happy in himſelf, or truly uſeful in the 
churches of Chrift, unleſs he makes the Scriptures alone, the grand rule 
& his faith, worſhip, and morals. hk; Ly 

Whatever we read in divinity, let us bring all to that grand ſtandard” 
and teſt, the originally inſpired Scriptures of Gor, 

If I were to begin my ſtudies of divinity again, I would avoid many de- 
ct and miſtakes, which I now ſee I made from the year 1744, when I 
rt entered on a courſe of ſtudies for the miniſt yx. 8 
I would firſt endeavour to eſtabliſh myſelf thoroughly in the inſufficiency 
if re ſon, to lead me to eternal happineſs, and well confider the neceſſity 
of divine revelation, to lead me to the true knowledge and fruition of 
Cop, I would then ſtudy, with the keeneſt attention, the nature and 
evidences of the divine inſpiration of the holy Scriptures, When this was 
done, I would write out the heads of a body of divinity; and place 
under hoſe heads, the pure Scriptures alone. I would uſe the common 
pace book. to the bible, and my own judgment and taſte in ſelecting the 
paſſages of Scripture, ſuited to explain and prove every head of doctrinal 
and practical divinity. I would review theſe proofs inceſſantly, and make 
aitions to them, as faſt as my knowledge increaſe. 

I would make to myſelf compendiums of my larger work, to | 
about with me; and I would go on to amplify my larger work, till I had 
tawn into it almoſt the whole of divine revelation. Whatever I read 
that was rich and good, in other bodies of divinity, I would tranſcribe into 
quarto books, prepared to receive materials, under every head belonging 
tomy ſcriptural ſyſtem. And thus I would go on, by the help of the 
hace of Chriſt, to the very end of my liſe. | | 24, 

If I were to ſtudy a body of divinity in the works of our greateſt divines, 
| would prefer the moſt learned, eloquent, and devout. Dr. Witfius's 
Oeconomy, above all the books in the world. I lament it as one of my 
Watelt loſſes, that I was acquainted with him no ſooner than April 17463 
il even then, I began tranſlating his Chapter De Electione. This was 
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a prepoſterous method, I ought to have begun with the original fate ang 


perfection of man. His inceſſant.dependence on Gog, and his obligations Y 
to obey Gov in all things, every moment of his exiftence. If I were to the 
begin again, I would have entered deep into the nature of the covenant of ' I 
work ; the violation of that covenant; the infinite evil of fin, confidered eplig 


objectively and extenſively, and the penal ſanctioa guarding this cove. uwe 
nant. This, this is the only true method of beginning the ſtudy of di. bn 
vinity; and without this, every man is liable to fall into ten thouſand bm 
erxors. 1 15 | 
1 would then proceed to ſtudy cloſely, the ſecond book of the economy, Wi m 
on the covenant of grace, the perſon of the Mediator, the nature, ne. of 1] 
ceſſity, and perfection of the ſatisſaction of Chriſt, and then go on to the whic 
third book, which diſplaye, in the bright lighr, the everlaſting and dif. WW Hen 
tinguiſhing love of Gop, the leſſings of juſtifl ation, adoption, regenera. uli. 
tion, faith, the ſpirit of adoption, ſpi:itual peace, ſan Rificacion, perſeverance, D. 
and glorification. In this work yo ſee the fineſt combination of genius, þ C 
eloquence, true divinity, and ardent devotion, thac perhaps ever appeared Wl ©n 
in the world. When this book is well ſtudied, and thoroughl! under- cont 
Rood, you may read the Berry-ſtreet Sermo us, and the Lime-ſtreet WW how 
Lectures, with great pleaſure and advantage. Then all the excellent 1, 
bodies of divinity by Watſon, Doolittle, Dr. John Edwards, and Dr, faith 
Gill, will open their treaſures, and furniſh the departments of your foul 2. 
with all the pleaſant riches of theological knowledge, I fic 


* | Pract 
Of the PULPLT and its glorious Work. Of the STuny Bill + 
and COMPOSITION of SERMONS. D 

* firſt great work for the pulpit, is the ſtudy and compoſition of 1 pl 
good ſermon. This is a work that demands, and deſerves the ut-WW the 
moſt attention of thought, and the moſt ardent ambition of the great that 
paſſions of the preacher's heart. Here a young miniſter ſhould bend the 'D 
utmoſt force of his genius and taſte. It is an object the moſt excellent mun 
and glorious, and deſerves the powers of an angel, to work up a ſermon nc 
to the higheſt pitch of beauty and perfection. &rer 
The fiſt preliminary in order to compoſe a good ſermon, is to form : D 
Clear idea of a bad one. | | | vel 
That is a bad ſermon imat has ſelf for its end, ſelf for its matter, an zoſ; 
is throughout, ſtrongly tinftured with corrupt ſelf love, ſelf-ſeeking, if h 
ſelf-admiration, ſelf-glorying, and a thirſt for the vain applauſes o tion 
corrupt man. That only is a good ſermon, which makes the glory 08 16: 
the perſon of Chriſt the great deſign and end of it. Our ultimate ende this 
ſhould be the perſonal glory of Chriſt. We are ſe}fiſh wretches, we are pu- chri 
trid hypocrites, and falſe-hearted traitors to Gop, if we do not hooekt dan 
aim at the glory of his eternal Son; that Son whom Gos the Father de- at t. 
lights in, and in whom he boaſts and glories to eternity. The glory 0 hea 
Chriſt was the Father's great end in the creation of all worlds, in the 3% Les 
vernment of the univerſe, and the redemption of the church. bo. 


 frength ? 


When you ſit down to ſtudy a ſermon, or compoſe, your-difcourſe fog 
the pulpit, aſk yourſelf ſuch queſtions as theſe, 1 
' 1s my heart right wich Gop at this hour? Is my underftanding 
alightened, and my will renewed by the Spirit of Gon ? What is the 
we ſtate of my conſcience; is it guilty, or is it purged by the blood © 
Chrit 2 What is the ſtate of my paſſions, are they in a lively devotional 
fame towards Chriſt, my great Redeemer and Maſter, to whom Iam ac 
coun;able for every thought? What is my taſte, have 1, a delicate ſenſs 
of moral and divine beauty? Do I reliſh the moſt ſublime diſcoveries _ 
of the goſpel of Chriſt? Do, I think with aſtoniſhment on the thipgs 
yhich were hid in Gop from eternity? Are the ſerious os Can 


Heaven concerning the redemption. of man, the objects of my 
liſh and delight} T4. n bothers cnn 
Do I make. felf or. Chriſt the endof this ſer mon I am going to. compoſe? 
1 Chriſt, or ſordid ſelf, to be the main matter of my diſcourſe.?:. Ig my 
krmon to be, diſtinguiſhed from meer diſcourſes; on natural religion, by a 
continual regard to Chriſt? If I ſhall preach on the duties of religion, 
how ſhall I pay a reſpect to Chriſt? +11 ee 

1, Shall I not repreſent duty as. the natural and neceflary fruit of vital 
fath in Chriſt, and ardent love to him PRES 3 
2. Shall I not enforee duties with motives reſpecting C hriſt's .perſag 
offices, and grace? Should not I repreſent gratitude and love to Chri 
z moſt proper to conſtrain us; and a fear of his anger as moſt proper to 
eee tf ras i yy Sas 7 3 

3. Dc 1 conſider and repreſent all duties as to be performed by the 
mce and ſtrengtb of Chrift'? - | as rigs witch | 
4. Do 1 ſhew clearly that all good works are only acceptable to Gon, 

through the ſatisfaction, righteouſneſs, and interceſſion of Chriſt , 
Do 1 intend in this ſermon to expreſs my ideas in a ſtyle becoming the 

pſpe} of Chriſt ? or ſhell I, like a Glly boy, ſeek. to pleaſe. my own 
fancy, and uſe the words of a puerile flaſhy orator, asd either ſear into 
the clouds by an empty bombaſt, or ſink into a childiſh . play, of words, 
that expreſs no manly ſenſe and dignity? 4 roy fo 
Do I wiſh to have this ſermon accepted, by Chriſt, and to have come 
nunion with him every moment, in all parts of my work ? Is the p 
knce of Chriſt my life and joy? Is the Spirit of Chriſt my delight ang 
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No 1 honeſtly aim in this ſermon to win ſquls to Chriſt, and make 
lrely chriſtians? Do I firmly believe that the peculiar motives of the 
zoſpel have all ſuch a reſpe& to Chriſt, that they. are enervated and dead 
if he be diſregarded for one moment? Do. I, with a direct and fixed atten- 
tion, atm to imitate the apoſtles of Chriſt? Do I conkdex that ſo. only, 
| ſhall deſerve the name of a preacher of Chriſt? Sq only mall 1 deſerve 
this honourable office and character in the church of Chriſt? Am I a 
chriſtian, or a pagan moraliſt? Am Ia goſpel, miniſter, ora 'Mahome- 
dan? What is the true character I wiſh to bear every day of my life, and 
it the hour of my death? Am I willing that Chriſt ſhould treat me as an 
heathen on my death bed? Am I willing to appear the fitſt moment afi 
death as a traiterous Socinian before Chriſt, and the whole inviſib 
vorld of devils, ſaints, and angels? Am I willing: to be fixed, in my | 
ternal ſtate, among. Pagans, Mahomedans, Sociniana and Papiſtez 


| amongſt 


" d 
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amoneft che traitors to his crown, ind the inveterate enemies of hit 
glory ? * eee . 


Do I defign, in the courſe of my miniſtry, to 80 theoagh the variety of | 


| golpel ſubjects, declaring the whole council of - God, the doctrines of 
grace, threatening*, promiſe, laws and duties of morality, and givingeach 
its que weight, place, and proportion? Or ſhall I be ſuch a poor, gif. 


tempered, prepoſterous preacher, as to preach nothing but doctrines to 


hull people afleey in carnal fecurity—-or nothing but duties and terror, to 
drive poor ſouls into hard thoughts of God, and utter deſpair ? - 


Do I intend to put a thought in ſevera! diſtinct views and lights, for | 


different purpoſes and deſigus, fo that one view mall be deſigned to ralfe 
one affe ction, and another view to excite another affeQion of a different 


fort? And further, ſhall not one of my views be deſigned as an antidote: 


againſt the poiſon which the carruption of men's hearts might draw out 
of the other ? | | | % 2p 


Do I intend diſtinctiy to explain and enferce all particular duties, and 


to oppoſe all particular fins ? TE 
Do I conſider that moſt men's minds are ſlow, confuſed, and erroneous 


in long deductions; and that it is my buſineſs to lead them on ftep by 


ſtep, and to ſhe w what particular duties to Gon, to Chriſt, to the Spirit, 


to our neighbour and ourſelves, will flow from the great principles of faith 
and love? And do I refolve to paint out every ſin in its malignity and 
guilt, in its blackeſt miſchief, deformity, and miſery; as well as paint 
the goodneſs and dignity, the beauty, happineſs and pleaſure, of every 
| chriſtian grace in the believer's heart? 1 
Do I particularly apply to the ſeveral caſes, tempers, and experiences of 
my hearers ? Do I conſider that there may properly ariſe in the application 
of moſt ſubjects, thoughts diſtinctly proper to the converted and uncon- 
verted; to notional hypocrites, and meer moraliſts; to mourners, ta 
back-fliders, and lazy chriſtians; and at ſeveral times to a much greater 
variety of characters and perſons ? | e 
The prophets and apoſtles frequently take care to diſtinguiſh between 
the converted and unconverted, as to their knowledge and apprehenſions 
of things. The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit but 
he that is ſpiritual diſcerneth or judgeth all things, 1 Cor, ii. 14. and 
alſo as to their obedience to the law—the carnal mind is enmity againſt 
Gov, Rom. viii,—they rebuke ſcoffers, and confute gainſayers,—Behold, 
ye deſpiſers—thou fool, x Cor, xv.— Vain man. James ii. 20. They 


addreſs carnal, ſtupid finners, in an awful way. . Wo to them at 


eaſe, Ye ſtiff necked. Acts vii.—and make a Felix tremble, Acts xxiv. 
They lead convinced finners to Chriſt. —If ye will enquire, return - come 
turn to the ſtrong hold. Let us return to the Lox, if he has torn he 
will heal.—Repent and be converted.—Believe on the Log » Jeſus; truſt 
your ſouls in bis hands, Acts xvi. 31, They reaſon with the moralift 
and ſelf-righteous, Rom. iii. Galat. iii. They ſharply rebuke. and ex- 
poſe pretending hypocrites, and detect and confound preſumptuous rebels. 
They ſpirit up Chriſtians that have but a little ſtrength, and perſuade 
them to make farther advances in religion.— They deal with the ſeveral 
forts of diſtempered Chriſtians tenderly, and yet plainly and faithfully ; 
as particularly with thoſe who idolized one minifter, and deſpiſed others. 
Whd is Paul, or who is Apollos? All are yours. They ſoften thoſe — 


* 
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him in the ſpirit of meckneſs, Gal. vi. 1. conſidering thyſelf, leſt thou 
alſo be tempted. —They talk roundly to thoſe who are apt to make Gop 
the author of fin. Let no man ſay I am tempted of Gos, for Go» 
tempteth not any man, Jam. i. 13. 7 


love of their eſpouſals, and the kindneſs of their youth. Jer. ii. 2. Be 
watchful, and ſtrengthen the things that remain that are ready to die. 

The apoſtles awfully warn thoſe who are in danger of finaing, and fall- 
ing back to perdition, If any man draw back, my ſoul ſhall have no 
pleaſure in him. Heb. xii, No man looking back, is fit for the kingdom 
of Cop. Luke ix. 62. Remember Lot's wife.—Thoſe once enlightened, 


if they fall away - to renew them again to repentance—ſceing they crucify 
the Son of Gop afreſh. . 


heavy troubles of long continuance, telling them when they paſs through 
WT fic and water, Gop will be with them; when they are tryed, they ſhall 
come forth as gold; the ſufferings of this preſent time and life, are not 
worthy to be rationally compared with the glory of heaven, Rom. viit- 
The Lok D chaftens whom he loves for their profit. Heb. xii. Afflictions 
and troubles yield the peaceable fruits of righteouſneſs; we are made 
partakers of the holineſs of Gos, and all our trials will make Chriſt 
more precious, fin more odious, ourſelves more uſeful and honourableg 
our trials will be of uſe to animate other chriſtians, and we ſhall find the 


ways of Gop more delightful, and the perfections of Gon in our ſupport, _ 


more illuſtrious to mankind. 7 
In the loſs of near and dear relations, who are dead in Chriſt, we are 


tomforted with theſe glorious conſiderations, that we ſhall go to be 


happy with them, though they ſhall not return to us; we ought: not to 


forrow as pagans, who have no hope of a glorious reſurrection; but as 


for us, thoſe: who ſleep in Jeſus, Gop ſhall bring with him. | 
The ſacred writings give particular Ins for ftrong chriſtians z namely, 
that they ſhould he tender tq the weak, and be public ſpirited for Chriſt's 


intereſt in the world. Judah ſhall not vex Ephraim. Him that is weak 


in the faith receive. Rom: xiv.. Bear the. infirmities of the weak, Rom. 


xv, Let every one pleaſe his neighbour for his good. Knowledge puffeth 


up, but love edifieth. Let not your liberty be a ſtumbling block to the 


weak, If meat make my weak brother to offend, I will eat no meat 
while the world ſtandeth. _. i a3 1 8 + \ 
| Mourners for the fins of the times are richly comforted 3 a mark of Gop 
is ſet upon every one of them. Ezek. ix. A book of remembrance is 
written for all the mourners over the fins of the times, and for thoſe that 
generouſly diſtinguiſh themſelves by zealous godlineſs in times of abound- 
Ing wickedneſs. Mal. iii. 16, Thou haſt a few names in the preſent 
birdian ſtate of the church, who have not defiled their garments, and 
they ſhall walk with me in white, for they are worthy. Rev. ili. 


The ſcriptures give a ſuitable portion to thoſe who are groaning under 


corruption, and complain under a body of fin and death; that they are 
apen in iniquity, and their actual errors are paſt underſtanding, Rom. vii. 


Altbough I am carnal ; ſold under fin ; what I would I do not; what 1 


hate 


too right a temper.—Ye ought rather to comfort him, 2 Cor. ii, 2. On 
frm your love towards him. If a man be overtaken in 4 fault, .reftors 


Declining chriſtians are quickened, awakened, and put in mind of the 


They encourage the perſecuted, the afflicted, and tryed with fore and | 
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Am) yet I eonſent to Gop's law, and delight in it after th 


_ Faint that 1 have made. He will not always chide, Pſal. eiii. He wil 


it was but for a ſeaſon—it was after a godly manner A rejoice in it 
ſuch forrow worketh repentance not to be repented of—it wrought it 


% 
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Hort ; yea, with the feſh I ſerve the law of fin, (O! wretched man 'that 


e inner mag, 
tis not I, but fin, that dwelleth in me. I thank Gov through Chin 
my mind Iſerve Gop's law, and 'God will deliver me from the body 

of this death, And theſe mourning ſouls under the load of fin, are toll 
that God has laid on Chriſt our iniquities, Iſa. 53. 6. He will ſurely be 
the Lon b, our righteoufgefs, and ſtrength, Iſa. Xl. If any man fin, we 
have an advocate, Jeſos che righteous, 1 John, The humble and peni⸗ 
tent, who are of a contrite ſpirit, and tremble at Gob's word, are com 
Torted. Ifai. 1vii. I will not contend for ever, for then the ſouls Would 


mot caſt off for ever. Lam. iii. He eetaineth not his anger for ever, be 
Cauſe he delighteth in mercy, Micah vii. 19. Ve were ſorry, inder 


you carefulneſs, fear, deſite, zeal, and revenge; you have approved your 
ſelves clear in this matter. 2 Cor. vii 8— 11. 25 


They who wunt direction, and ery out, O that my ways were direckt Len 
to keep thy ſtatutes, are feat to 'Gov for counſel, am. i, 5, ff u 
Jack wiſdom, let him aſk it of 'Gop, be giveth liberally, and r e 
nor, and it Thall be given him. ThyGop hall guide -thee'continulll war 
Afai. leni. 11. Thine ers fhrall Hear a Word behind theeg ſaying, thi il che 
the way, walk ye in it. Iſai. Xxx. 14. ef N. 
The deceiver and the deceived, that is thoſe of evil minds, who feu the 
others, and thoſe that are miſled in the fimplieity of their Neurts, are t whc 
be diſtinctly and differently treated. Jude 22. On ſome have con e eur 
paſſion, and others ſave with fear. ieee i. e. 
As to ſouls in darkneſs and deſertion, who mourn after the Lo- iv bez 
walk in darkneſs and have no light, let them truſt in che name df . 7 
Lok p, and ſtay upon their 'Gop. Iſai, I. 10. Though 1 Rt in datkneſ the | 
the Lon p ſhall be alight'unto me; though I fall 1 hall ariſe. Micah to p. 
3. Zion ſaid, the Loxv hath forſaken me. Can à wbman forget b Gop 
ſucking child? yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee; Ia. il ary 
- - "Brethren, from your acquaintance with the ſeriptiis; vc Willa hie 
perceĩ ve that we could as happily run this ſpecimen much farther through * © 
the facred writings ; and if you peruſe the writings of the moſt poweif vith 
and experimental preachers of England and Scotlind, in the laſt andp of G 
ſeat age, you will ſee that they wiſely imitated the great leaders WW pe. 
«chriſtianity in the primitive times, and were large in theit particular ail rale 
*plication to ſeveral forts of perſnn s. wi hi 
The above thoughts are chiefly extracted from that incompärable H the 


treatiſe of the Rev. Mr. John Jennings, on pteaching Chrift, and learn 
Practical and experimental preaching. With grief and Thdignation, 
fee this excellent little treatife neglected and forgotten, Which evident 
| . by the edition lying on ſale for twenty- ſeven years paſt, althouf 
che price is no more than one ſhilling, ſold by Mr. Buckland, in Pats 
noſter- Row, and printed in 1754, a ſad ſign that the prevailing taſte is 
for preaching Chriſt, and vital experiene. Do 
Br. Watts -adrait#bls Thoughts on the $18dy 400 /Compoſiti — 
i erm! | 
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Vermont, In his humble attempt, deferve the keeneſßt attention 5 und 
there are very excellent directions concerning the thoughts aid Arvine 
and language bf fermons, in Dr. Doddridge's Preaching Lectures, yet 
unpubliſhed. But the largeſt eſſay on the compoſition öf 'a ermon, 38 
Monſieur Claude's work, tranſlated by the Rev. Mr. Robinſon, of Cam 
bridge, with very copious and curious notes, 2 vols. 8 vo, publiſhed laß 
years by Buckland, - | I 1 
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CARISTIAN preachers are fliled wwarchmeri, and it is the duty and 
V hogour of a watchman to keep as wakeful as poſſible; his bufineſs is 
to be all attention 3 his main maxim is attention to every thing In hea- 
ven, earth, and bell; attention to all things, paſt, preſent, and to come. 
Watching is oppoſed to drowlineſs, inattention, careleſſneſs, and indiff- 
erence of heart to Go p and his intereſt. A want of attention, and luke - 
warmneſs of ſoul to the great diſcoveries of revelation, and the dangers of 


the church, area ſad blot in the character of a watchman, | _ 5 
The cherubim, or goſpel miniſters, in Ezekiel x. 12. are the fame with 
the living creatures, Revelation iv. and v. It is ſaid of them, that their 
whole body, and backs, and hands, and their, wings, were full of eyes 
round about; and in Rev. iv. 6. we are told that the living creatures, 
j. e. the preachers, were full of eyes before and behind; and in verſe 8, 
they are full of eyes within, CORY Ri: 
They have eyes before and behind; eyes behind to obſerve things paſt; 
the fulfillment of prophecies, promiſes, and types, 38 ; before to look 
to predictions yet. to be fulfilled, relating to the church and kingdom of 
Gov ; bebind them to watch againſt Satan, who goes about, Teeking 
whom he may devour, and who comes on the back of chriſtian preachers, 
and people at unawares;z and before them, to watch over the flocks, 6f 
which they have the overſight; behind them, to the twenty-four elders; 
i. e. the members of goſpel churches, to whom they miniſter, fofituatet 
with reſpect to the four living creatures; and before them, to the throne 
of God and the Lamb, on whom is their dependence; from whom they 
expect all rich ſupplies, and for whoſe higheſt glory they are deeply and 
zealouſly concerned. And theſe chriftian preachers have likewiſe eyes 
wihin, to look into the finfulneſs and corruption of their nature, which 
is the means of keeping them humble under all their attainments, in 
learning and grace; they have eyes within, to look into the ftate and caſe 
of their own fouls, and their inward vital experience, Which qualifies them 
to ſpeak to the caſes of others, and by which they can form a better 
judgment of the truth of doctrines, having a witneſs in themſelves of 
what is divine truth; they have eyes 2vithin, to look into the rreaſure 
that is put into them, in order to bring out things new and old, both för 


Doctrine of the Cherubim opened and explained, preached” at the brdi- 


dation of the Rev. Mr. John Davis, at Walthim Abbey, Augiſt 153 A 
| | 8 
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the profit and pleaſure of their hearers. See Dr. Gill's Sermon on the. 
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Here the doctor diſplays the beautiful qualities of goſpel miniſters; by 
their faces, eyes, wings, hands under their wings, feet, and appearance 
of their bodies, like burning coals and lamps. Ezekiel i. 13, 14. and the 
cherubim, or goſpel miniſters, may be ſet forth by this appearance of | 
fire, becauſe of the clear light of truth that ſhines in them, and becauſe 
of their ardent love to Chriſt, and to the immortal fouls of men; and 
they are deſcribed by coals of fire, on account of their burning zeal for the 
glory of 'Gop, and the intereſt of the Redeemer; hence they are called 
ſeraphim, fiery, or burning. Thus the apoſtles are ſtiled the lights or 
lamps of the world, and John the Baptiſt was a burning and ſhining 
light. 1 wiſh the whole of Dr. Gill's Sermon on the Cherubim, was 
read with frequent and diligent attention, by every young ſtudent and 
goſpel miniſter. 8 | | ET 

And to all worthy and generous candidates for the pulpit; I would 
give the following advice, which I have endeavoured to take myſelf, If 
you wiſh to become excellent men, and of great conſequence to the 
churches of Chriſt, read, as you have opportunity, Chrift a Chriſtian's 
Pattern, 12mo. by the Rev. Mr. Robert Murrey. The Example of 
Paul and Timothy, 12mo. by the ſame author. I wiſh this good man 
Had written with more animation and fire; the ſubjects richly deſerve, 
and require the moſt lively repreſentation 3 a8 theſe are the greateſt 

characters that will ever appear in the world. The Lives of Baſil the | 
Great, of Athanaſius, of Gregory Nagianzen, and Chryſoftom, with 
many other fathers, by Dr. William Cave, are well worth our ferious 
and frequent attention. And 1 ſhould be wanting in love and tetidernefs 
to the perſons for whom I chiefly write theſe notes, if I did not remind 
them of Neal's Hiſtory of the Puritans, and the account of two thouſand 
Ejected Minifters, firſt publiſhed by Dr. Calamy, and nw given us with 
great improvements, by the Rev. Mr. Palmer, of Hackney. Thee 
volumes ought always to be at our right hand, Here we have Owen, Wl 

. Charnock, Bates, and Howe, with other great heroes for Go, to ani 
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mate our hearts to the moſt generous zeal and perſeverance. © 
There is a very excellent work, now publiſhing by the Rev. Eraſmus 
Middleton, intituled BirocxaPHIA EVANGELICA, or, the Lives aud 
Deaths of all the principal Proteſtant Divines of all denominations, be- 
ginning with the great and good Wickliffe, the morning ſtar of the re- 
formation, and proceeding on to Calvin and Luther, and from thence to 
the preſent time; with elegant plates, repreſenting the heads of many of 
the reformers, engraved from original paintings. I have no words to 
expreſs the delight I take in this work ; it is inſtructive, pleaſing, and 
animating, to a very high degree, and cannot but be of great uſe tothe 
preachers of the goſpel, and the churches of Chriſt. I truſt they will fo 
countenance the work, as ſhall encourage the induftrious and zealous 
author to publiſh the laſt two volumes, which will bring it down to the 
preſent times; then perſons of a pious taſte, will have a valt fund of WI 
ſweet and everlaſting entertainment. 88 

la a particular manner I would recommend to every generous and 
zealous ſtudent and preacher, as beautiful patterns for our imitation, 
the Life of Mr. Philip Henry, written by his excellent ſon, 12mo.the Wi 
Life of Mr. Matthew Henry, 12mo. and 8vo. by Mr. Tong; the Life of 
Dr. Owen, and Mr, Howe ; the Life of Mr. Thomas Halyburton. 45 
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was the book which Sir Richard Ellys told Mr. Sloſs he valued above all 
the books in his library ; the Life of Dr, Doddridge, by Mr. Orton the; 
Life of Mr. George Whitefield, by. Dr. Gillies; and the Life of Dr. 
Watts, by Dr. Gibbons. No man living was better furniſhed for 
writing Dr. Watts's Life, and the compiler of it hath given us a vaſt 
fund of rich entertainment, and for which he deſerves our grateful ac“ 
kpowledgments. £1 | | 

Let me now pay a ſmall tribute of gratitude and juſtice to the memory . 
of my dear friend and father, who departed this life in laſt April; I. 
mean the late Rev. Mr. Hugh Evans, of Briſtol. I knew him well for 
zö years paſty and he will ever live in my remembrance, whilſt thought 
and re aſon laſt. He was a vigilant paſtor of a church, and a tender 
father to ali his pupils; his whole life, from the firſt dawn of manhood, 
through a length of near fifty years, was one continued effort to do good. 
Let us Who bave been connected with him, and to whom he has been 
a tender parent, never forget him; no, verily, rather let us forget to 
breathe. Let us imitate him in his uniform devotion to Go p—his Ready 
faith in Chriſt, and love to him—his conſtant dependence on the bleſſed 
Spirit—his truſt in divine providence, which richly ſupplied him—his - 
deep humility—his integrity of heart—his amazing benevolence and bez 
neficence—his public ſpirit towards all the miniſters and churches with 
whom he ſtood eonnected—his care of his locek—his unwearied diligence 
in catechifing children—his vifiting the fick—his compaſſion for the 


poor—and his domeſtic virtues as an huſband, parent, and maſter. But 


who can entimerate all his lovely excellencies? I am glad to refer ton 
fuller account of him, drawn up by hiv eldeſt ſon, the Rev. Mr. Caleb 
Evans, his worthy ſucceſſor in the offices of paſtor, and Preſident of the 
Seminary at Briſtol, for training up pious young men for the miniſtry. For 
their welfare I have the deepeſt concern, and to thoſe pious and inge- 
nious young men, who ſhall, in a long ſucceſſion, receive their education” 
there, I do peculiarly devote this book, and theſe additional notes aud 
obſervations, aſſuring them of my beſt affections, and moſt ardent 
prayers for the ſucceſs of their ſtudies, and their future: honour and 
happineſs, © ds APE e FE A 4543 * 2 
And as a farther proof of my friendſhip, I muſt make one addition to 
this head, by recommending the life of a moſt excellent young man, 
who is a ſtriking pattern to all ſtudents in divinity, and preachers of the 
goſpel, to the end of the world. I mean the Rev. David Brainerd, (Miſ- 
honary among the North American Indians) in the narrative of whoſe 
bfe, publiſhed by Prefident Edwards, you have the moſt ſtriking evidence 
of the holy tendency of the doctrines of grace. You ſee him, after bis 
mind had been long exerciſed with the ſtrongeſt prejudices againſt theſe 
doQrines, brought ſweetly to ſubmit to divine ſovereignty; and to a joy- 
ful acceptance of Chriſt's ſalvation, You ſee him led to devote himſelf 
ith uncommon earneſtneſs, to the ſervice of Gor, foregoing very. 
pleaſing proſpects of a comfortable ſettlement, with large congregations 
of his own countrymen, to preach the goſpel among ſavages; un the 
vilderneſs, where he underwent extream hardſhips, and at length met 
vith glorious ſucceſs, in the converfion of many miſerable heathens to 
thriſtianity. You ſee an example of the moſt uncommon ſpirit of humi- 
lity, ſelf-denialy forgiveneſs of injuries, tender love to all mankind, 
N zes! 
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 zbal for God's glory, and unremitting diligence in the moſt fervent pur. 


ſuit after perfect holineſs, without any vain pretence of having already 
attained it. Always active for God, and ready to ſuffer. for him, and 
yet continually abaſed before him, under a ſenſe of indwelling fin, and 
vaſt remaining diſtance from the purity he longed for; labouring to the 
Jaft, moſt of all to become more poor in ſpirit, and to be emptyed of ſelf, 
and laid in the duſt before Gop. You have here, the richeſt extract 


from his private diary, with an account of his labars among the Indians, | 


and his triumphant death at Mr. Edwards's houſe, at Northampton, in 
New England; with moſt judicious remarks on the whole narrative, by 
his dear friend Mr. Edwards, one of the wiſeſt and holieſt of men, tend- 
Ing to point out the genuine nature of true religion, as diſtinguiſhed from 
formality and enthuſiaſm. O! my young friends, do not your paſſions 
ferment with a generous ambition, to reſemble this ſeraphic man! See 
his life, 8vo. printed at Edinburgh, and fold by William Gray, in the 


front of the Exchange. 


| s ECT. XVII. 

The CRISTIAN TEMPER of a MiIxIsTER, or the ge- 

nuine SPIRIT of CHRISTIANITY deſcribed and rt- 
commended. | | | 


HE true chriſtian temper is the moſt beautiful object in out world; 

it is the moſt lovely ornament of human nature, and every miniſter 

of the goſpel ſhould ardently pray, and ftrive to poſſeſs it in the higheſt 
degree poſſible, in this life. 5 85 8 

When preachers, by pride, paſſion, pee viſſineſs, ſnappiſhneſs, ſour- 

neſs, bigotry, uncharitableneſs, impurity, avarice, injuftice, deceit, 

intemperance, or any other vice, miſrepreſent the true nature of the gol- 

pel, and the true temper of Chriſt ; they are greatly criminal before 

God, and appear the worſt enemies of the croſs of Chrift : they crucify 


the Son of Gop afreſh, and put him to open ſhame, before devils, men, | 


and angels. 1 | e IA . bra 
Let a minifter have the brighteſt talents, the eloquence of an orator, and 
be celebrated as a clear and powerful preacher of the goſpel, yet, if his 


- temper is bad, if his diſpoſition is perverſe, if his frame of heart is wrong | 


in the fight of Gop, and baſe and hateful to wiſe and good men. What 
ſignifies all his preaching and praying, if his pride, paſſion, and ſnappiſh- 
neſs, make him edious and diſgraceful, eden to the common people 
the world, PETR IS 
The true chriſtian temper (as deſcribed by the excellent Dr. Evans) 


is a new ſpirit, a divine nature; the ſame mind which was in Chriſt 


Jeſus 3 a ſpiritual, in oppoſition to a carnal mind; and faith is the grand 
principle which animates the whole ſoul, in all its powers, graces, 
affect ions. "pats: 
The chriftian temper includes in it a clear and lively knowledge of 
God, an holy fear of his omnipreſence, juſtice, and power love 


his goodneſs and beauty==a firm truſt in his faithfulneſs, an obedience | 


[ —— —— „ Py 1 nin D bd 


fot. 


( 79 ] 
his will, and-an holy communion with him in his works, word, and 
ordinances. ; v2 

The evangelical temper towards Chrift, includes in it a lively faith in 
him as Mediator; afervent love to him as our divineRedeemer; obedience 
to his will as our LoRDH and Maſter; learning of him as our ſupreme. 
teacher; joy in him as our ſovereign good; imitation of him as dur 
beautiful example; and dependence upon him as our intercefſor, 

The true chriſtian temper pays the utmoſt attention and regard to the 
divinity, perſonality, and aſſiſtances of the bleſſed Spirit; it defires to 
have a large meaſure of his grace, as the ſpirit of adoption; and to be 
filled with the ſpirit, as a ſpirit of wiſdom, dignity, fortitude, and love, 
No g can be a chriſtian, much leſs a miniſter, unleſs he be a parta- 
ker oi the grace of the holy Spirit. If any man have not the Spirit of 


Chrift, he is none of his, Rom. viii. 9. 


The chriſtian tem per with regard to ourſelves, includes conſideration, 
or ſeif-furniture. Humility, as oppoſite to pride; meekneſs, as oppoſite 
to raſh anger, fury, and malice; contentment, or ſelf-poiſeflion, oppo= _ 
fite to fretfulneſs —ſe}f-denial, as oppoſite to corrupt felfiſhneſs; pru- 
dence, or ſelf-management, as oppoſite to folly—fortitude, or ſelf-can- 
ſtancy, as oppofite to cowardice, and meanneſs of ſoul. —It includes 
alſo temperance, as oppoſite to ſenſuality and luxury—ſobriety, as oppo- 
fite to drunkenneſs ; chaſtity, or bodily coatinence, as oppoſite to lewd- 
neſs, in all its kinds and degrees ;—diligence, or bodily and mental 
imployment, as oppoſite to lazineſs in mind or body. Mortification, of 
bodily ſubjection, to reaſon and religion, with an heavenly mind and life, 
And ſurely ſuch perſonal graces muſt be a moſt lovely and attractive orna- 
ment to every preacher of the goſpel in the world; and the oppoſite 
temper and character muſt render a miniſter the moſt odious, the moſt 
contemptible, and the moſt horridly ſhocking and abominable of all the 
human race. '- © | 1 587 
The true chriſtian temper towards mankind, is a ſpirit of love; mercy, 
forgiveneſs, and beneficence, of juflice, truth, and integrity. He oh 

The real miniſter of Chriſt, hath an high eſteem for ſouls, conſidered 
u the immortal creatures of Gop ;—he has a vaſt defire to promote their 
happineſs, a fervent benevolence, or good will to them, conſidered as. 
recoverable creatures, and an high delight to do them the greateſt good; i 
leading them to Chriſt tor ſalvation z—he feels bowels of mercy to ſouly 
viewed as miſerable—he exerciſes a generous forgiveneſs towards all offen- 
ders, and diſplays a ſpirit of beneficence, in doing all the good in his 


Power. It is the delight of his heart to imitate his divine Maſter in doing 


good. —He has an ardent regard to the rights of others, with a deliberate 
purpoſe to preſerve thoſe rights inviolate, on all occaſions; he loves ins 
tegrity of heart, veracity in converſation, and faithfulneſs in his whole 
deportment, in the church and in the world. Sincerity, tenderneſs, and 
zeal, run through his whole temper and conduct. Under the direction 
of prudence, and animated by unfainting perſeverance -in all manner of. 
good works, . | bs 1 
The above is the true temper of an upright goſpel miniſter; and this 
temper will always pleaſe and edify every perſon who hath a true TAsTx5 
that is, every man who hath a clear ſenſe of the noble, the beautiful, 
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and the affecting, in nature, ſcripture, and in human life. Truth, 
gratitude, and generous goodneſs, will always pleaſe, in all ages and 
nations. | 

It will be very agreeable to myſelf, to mention ſome ſelect books on the 
chriſtian temper, and it will not be unprofitable to my readers, to be 
well acquainted with thoſe lovely diſplays of holineſs, and ſocial virtue. 
Pr. Evans's 38 Sermons on the Chriſtian Temper, with the Abridgement 
of them, ſold by Mr. Buckland, price 18. 649. Mr. John Maſon's 
Chriftiaa Morals 3 Dr, Stennett's Sermons on perſonal Religion; Dr, 
Samuel Wright's great Concern; with his two excellent Treatiſes on the 
Human Virtues, and the Social Graces of Juſtice, Goodneſs, Metcy. and 
Love, all ſupported by the Holy Scriptures. 


S ET T. 


RULES of HEALTH. 


READ Dr. Groſvenor's excellent book, entituled, Health, an Eſſay 
its nature, value, uncertainty, preſervation, and beſt improvement, 
12mo. 1716. This one book is worth more than the Indies, to a ſtudent 
or preacher; it is compoſed with the fineſt ſenſe, and expreſſed in the 
moſt elegant and ſtriking language. It contains not only rational and 
philoſophical ſentiments, but it likewiſe abounds with ſuch animating 
reflections of a religious nature, as have the wiſeſt tendency to promote 
holineſs in the heart, and ſtimuiate us to uſe all our xzAL TH for the 
GLORY of CHRIST, | 
 HzAL TH conſiſts in a free, eaſy, and perfect enjoyment of all the 
faculties of mind and body, for a due performance of the animal functions, 
without any impediment, pain, or moleſtation. Read Dr. Baynard's 
Poem on Health. See likewiſe, Health, a Poem, by Dr. Armftrong. 
Hz AL TH is the harmony of all ihe animal powers, and it conſiſts in a 
right proportion, quantity, and temperature of all the fluids ; ſoundneſs, 
ſtrength, and elaſticity, in all the ſolids, to perform their functions 
and to render health c mpleat, a mind fit to direct all the motions that 
| obey the will; which is, in a word, the univerſal rectitude of the ani- 
mal economy. Dr. Groſvenor's Eſſay, p. 2. | 


RUTLES or Maxims of HEALTH. 


Rx I. A conftant endeavour after the lighteſt food, and the moſt 


eaſy of digeſtion, is the ſhorteſt and moſt infaliible means to preſerve life, 
health, and ſerenity, | 


RULE II. He that would preſerve a Clear head, and equal good 


ſpirits, muſt keep his ſtomach clean, his bowels never overful, and 
uncompreſt, | | 

RLE III. On bad nights, lowneſs and oppreſſion of ſpirits, of any 
continuince, the only certain rules are, gentle purges, riding on horſe- 
back—mcderate walking before dinner—and a regimen of light, nutri- 
cious meat and drink. ze | Es . 
: Rur 


Rvr x. IV. Diſeaſes are commonly cured by their contraries; thar is 
to ſay, the high diet by the low; the hot, by the cool; the chick and 
groſe, by the thin and poor; repletion, by faſting; and inactivity, by ex- 
erciſe. To acquire and poſſeſs health, you muſt uſe the middle regimen, 
between theſe two extremes. WE: oo 
RuLE V. Perfect health, and good ſpirits, depend chiefly, if not 
only, on the eaſy and pleaſant play or performance of the animal functions; 
j. e. the digeſtion, circulation, reſpiration, perſpiration, muſcular motion, 
and the ſecretions. | 
RULEZ VI. Be ſure avoid fitting up late, N1iGuT 8TVUDIEs are 
D:ATH. Avoid them 2s you would the plague. Reſolutely fix an habit 
of riſing early in the morning. It is infinitely better for mind and body, 
to riſe at four or five in the morning, than to fit up at ſtudy tilt twelve at 
night. How many excellent and important men, have killed themſelves 
by NIGHT STUDIES I— The mind is more freſh and ſtrong in a morn- 
ing; and I am ſue no man in health, ever hurt his body by going a/ways 
early lo bed. It is the beſt method in the world, to promote health and 
fine ſpirits, And no man will hurt his body by rifing early in the morning, 
provided he only obſerves this one caution. Beware of catching cold, by 
ſitting too long without a fire in the winter. Upon the whole, the be 
rule for health that ever was, or can be given, is that which Dr. Mather 
has mentioned, as the advice of a celebr-ted phyſician. | 
Ru VII. Be moderate in your diet, Uſe much exerciſe, and 
little phyfic, | 1249 
Read Dr, Mackenzie's Hiſtory of Health, $8yo. This book is written 
with great clearneſs of thought, and is the reſult of long experience. 
knew, and reſpected the avthorz he was an eminent phyſician at Wor- 
cefler many years; he retired, in his old age, into Scotland, and com- 
poſed this excellent treatiſe, as his laſt ſervice to mankiwuad. | 
We ſhould be wanting in juftice and gratitude, if we did not-acknow- 
ledge our obligations to Dr, Buchan, for bis defervedly popular treatiſe, 
intituled, DomEsT1c Mxpicing, $vo, | 7 
But after all, do rot be ſo fooliſh as to play the quack with yourſelves, 
or others; but form a friendly acquaintance with ſome ſkilful, experi- 
enced, and generous phyfician, and conſult him on all occaſions of dangers 


SECT L 


RULES and Maxims of PRUDENCE, for a STUDENT 
and PREACHER. 5 


THESE Rules and Maxims of Dr. Mathe 's, have been of unſpeakable 
uſe to myſelf, for thirty-ſix years paſt. I bleſs God to eternity, that 
i met with them ſo early in life, I wiſh I had read them fiom the firſt 
dawn of reaſong when I was a child; they deſerve and demand the utmoſt 
attention, and perpetual reviews. | F - 
To theſe, add the whole book of Proverbs, which I have arranged and 
in thirty-two heads of vice and virtue, for the uſe of the rifing 
ration. 3 : WH 
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So on to read Dr, Watts's Sermens on Prudence, and the Principles 
and Rules of Prudence, in his Logic, part II. chap. 4, 5. 

Dr. Evans, on Prudence, in his Sermons on the Chriſtian Temper, 
vol. IT. Mr, John Maſon, on Prudence, in his Sermons on Chriſtian 
Morals, vol. I. 8 vo. Dr. Doddridge hath ſome very important Maxims 

f Prudence, in his M. S. Lectures to his ſtudents; and Mr. Hen 

3rove's Diſſertation on Prudence, is ſo excellent, that I muſt here give 
+: * heads of that admirable chapter, in his Moral Philoſophy, vol, 

« 8vo. EN | 

. PRUDENCE is an ability of judging what is BEST, in the choice of 
ends and means. Prudence is the leading virtue; for, without prudence 
to guide and guard all the virtues and graces, every virtue would be tar- 
niſhed, and every grace would be diſtorted, or put out of place; every | 
virtue would degenerate into a folly, or a vice.— Religion would degene. 
rate into atheiſm, or ſuperſtition ; zeal into bigotry and perſecution; 
temperance into auſterity courage into raſhneſs—humility into abject- 
neſs, and meanneſs of foul——meekneſs into an infipid temper, or riſe 
E anger, fury, and malice—diligence into anxiety or ſlothfulneſß— 
love, into a fooliſh fondneſs, or violent hatred—chaſtity, into luſt and 
impurity — friendſhip, into a doating idolatry, or into averſion, loathing, 
and diſguſt, | | | | 
Thus we might go through all the virtues and graces, and ſhew that 
every virtue would be ſpoiled, every grace would be tarniſhed and diſ- 
honoured, without prudence to guide and regulate the whole. Prudence 
udges, | | | | 15 
a Firſt, Of the beſt end, the moſt noble and ſublime end that an immor- 
tal ſoul can propoſe. 3 | 

Secondly, Of the beſt means, adapted to the very beſt end. 

Prudence requires a knowledge of perſons. ts 

. Firſt, Of ourfelves, our genius, powers, taſte and talents; our biag 

of temper, abilities, knowledge, and intereſt, Read Maſon, on Self- 
nowledge, 12mo. | 

Secondly, A knowledge of other perſons, their capacities, intereſts, 
paſhons, quality in life, education, characters, bias of mind, their hu- 
mours and fancies, their foibles or weakneſſes, and favourite taſtes, 
Prudence alſo neceſſarily requires a knowledge of actions. 
Firſt, As to their intrinſic nature, whether full of goodneſs and dig- 
nity, or malignity and baſeneſs; whether adorned with beauty, and 
enlivened with pleaſure, or tarniſhed with deformity and uglineſs, at- 
tended with pain and miſery, All actions are either good, evil, or 
indifferent. | 

'* Secondly, As to the eſtimate of actions in the eye of the world; whether 
they are of good report, or evil report amongſt mankind. Prudence | 
always enquires, Will the action give a handle for cenſure, and be 
offenſive and ſcandalous to be reported by enemies or friends? Is the 
aQion of evil report or good report, in the eye of bad men, or good 
DL | 1 | mY | 

' Thirdly, As to the circumſtances of actions, with reſpe& to time, 
place, and manner. | ; | 3 
' Fourthly, Prudence obſerves the effe cs and conſequences 'of Muu f 
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It is this pr6ſpeRive faculty, that is the chief charaReriftic of true, 
manly. prudence. It can foreſee. events at a diſtance, and provides 
according. Ein e 2 5 

It is from hence, that prudence came to be of ſo great conſequence and 
advantage in the conduct of life. | N 

To form this judgement of future conſequences, prudence keeps in 
view the time paſt, the paſt actions, deportment and converſation, and 
comparing familar cauſes and events, 2 with the greater confi» - 
dence, and bravery of mind, becauſe it knows that the ſame thinge 
come round again in human life, | 

Prudence is the art of conjecturing. The objects of ſcience are things 
neceſſary. The objeAs of prudence are things contingent, which may 
fall out, one way or another. lt is well worth our while to come as near 
to certainty as we can, and to regulate our conduct accordingly, Now, 
in chis uncertainty of events, what ſhall a wiſe man do? Let him ob- 
ſerve, as for his life, theſe, Rules or Maxims of Prudence. © 

Maxim I. Let him enterpriſe nothing, from which there is a 
proſpe of more evil arifing than good. | 

Maxim II. Let him do what appears moſt adviſeable, and commit 
the event to Providence. LY * 

Maxim III. Let him confider this uncertainty of things, and make 
allow-nce for it, in the ſchemes which he forms, and the hopes and ex- 
petitions which he entertains. | WES PODS po | : 
Upon the whole, two things are eſſentially neceſſary to the idea of 

rudence. | 
f Firſt, Due conſultation, that is, concerning ſuch things as demand 
conſu.tation, in a right. manner, and for a competent time; that the 
reſoluiion taken up may be neither too haſty and precipitant, nor too 
flow, —The other part of prudence is, 

Secondly, A faculty of diſcerning proper means when they occur. 

To the perfection of prudence, theſe three things are further re- 
quired, | 

I, A NATURAL SAGAC!TY. Prudence, te appear with any luſtre, 
brightneſs, and beauty, muſt,” in part, be a gift of the Gop of Nature, 
though in the grand affair of all, the ſalvation of the foul. It is our 
happineſs that every poor convinced fanner is welcgme to be prudent, in 
giving up his ſoul to Gon the Redeemer, to be ſaved by his precious blood 
and rightevi:ſnefs, ; | 5 

2. A PRESENCE OF MIND, or ſuch a ready turn of thought, as hel 
a man to expedients on a ſudden puſh, and when he has no time to make 
many re flections. ö | 

Ulvfſes is commended for this, in the Odyſſee, book 13th, The Duke 
of Marlborough was remarkable for this preſence of mind, in the day of 
battle. See his life, dy Mr. Lediard. 


— 


3. ExPERIENCE, or knowledge gained by obſervation, made on men 
and things; this is of great uſe to improve natural ſagacity. The book 
a Proverbs was the reſult of ohſervation and experience, aided by in- 
viration, | | 1 


Prudence 


f 18 J 

Prudence is divided into ſeveral kinds; moral and ſolitary,” demefie 

or prudence in- governing a family, civil and political; or prudence in 

overnirg a kingdom; and laſtly, chriſtian prudence in governing a mann 
Ferſonal conduct, and the church of Chriſt. e 
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SCRIPTURAL MOTIVES. 


STUDENT axv PREACHER 
8 5 | . 


Addreſſed to the pAsSIONs of FEAR, HOPE, GRATI- 
TUDE, HONOUR, INTEREST, PLEASURE, AMBITION, 
GLORY, and SHAME, 


- 


To FEAR, TERROR, any SHAM Be 


GEE Gop's juſt and terrible puniſhment of the prieſts, Nadab and Abji- 
hu, for daring to burn ſtrange fire on the altar. Leviticus x. 2. And 
there went out fire from the LogD, and devoured them, and they died 
before the LoxD. I will be ſanRified in them that come nigh me, and 
be fore all the people I will be glorified. Ver. 3. | 
See the awful juſtice of Gon, executing awful puniſhment on the two 
unclean and inſolent prieſts Hophni and Phineas. Read and tremble, 
read and pray that theſe judzments may never be the lot of your ſouls. 
1 Sam. ii. 34. In one day they ſhall die, both of them. iv. 17. thy two 
ſons alſo are dead, and the ark of Gop is taken! How terrible is the 

yengeance of Gop againſt wicked preachers! | TR 
After reading theſe two inſtances of the dreadful judgments of Gos, 
on wicked miniſters of religion, we deſire you to read the following coL- 
LECTLION of ſuch PAss AG ESOf ScCkIPTURE, as ought to be ſeriouſly 
and frequently conſidered, by all thoſe who are TU DbE NTS of DIVI- 
NITY, With a view to the miniſtry, or are now chriſtian preachers, ot 
paſtors in the church of Chriſt, This 
: 
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This SELECT COLLECTION of SCRIPTURES, for Be 


_ vsE of STUDENTS F DivINiTY, and CHRISTIAN 


PREACHERS, are addreſſed to all the PASSIONS of 
the HUMAN HEART.” There is not à SPRING of 
ACTION, in the sour, but muſt be touched by theſe 
 woRDS, which are all copied from the flaming NA- 
TURE and AFFECTIONS of the ETERNAL GOD. 


* 
1 .F 


Hs watchmen are blind: they are all ignorant, they are all dumb 
dogs, they cannot bark; ſleeping, lying down, loving to lumber, 
Iſaiah 56. 10, 17, 12 

2. Vea, they are greedy dogs which can never have enougb, and 
they are ſhepherds that cannot underſtand ;. they all look to their own 
way, every one for his gain from his quarter. 

3. Come ye, ſay they, we will fetch wine, and we will fill ourſelves 
3 ſtrong drink, and to morrow ſhall be as this day, and much mare 
bundant. 

4. But the Lord ſaid unto me, Say not, I am a child; for thou ſhalt 
80 to all that I ſhall ſend thee, and whatſoever I command thee thou 
malt ſpeaks. Jeremiab 1. 7, 8. 

5. Be not afraid of their faces; for I am with thee to deliver thee, 
faith the Lord. 

6 FW prieſts ſaid not, Where is the Lord? * they that handle 
the law, knew me not: the paſtors alſo tranſgreſſed againſt me, and the 
prophets propheſied by Baal, and walked after things that do not profit. 
Jeremiah 2. 8. 

7. A wonderful and den thing is committed in che had. Jere- 
miah 5. 40, 31. 

d. The prophets propheſy falſely, and the prieſts bear rule by their 
math and my people love to have it ſo : and what will you do in the 
end thereof ? 


9. For from the leaſt of them, even unto the greateſt of them, erery 


one is given to covetouſneſs; and from the prophet even unto the prieft, 
e7ery one dealeth falſely. Jeremiah 6. 13, 149 15. | 
| 10. They 
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10. They have healed alſo the hurt of the daughter of my people 
Hlightly, ſaying, Peace, peace, when there is no peace. | 
11. Were they aſhamed when they had committed abomination 
nay, they were not at all aſhamed, neither could they bluſh : therefore ze 
chey ſhall fall among them that fall: at the time that I-viGt them, they in 
Mall be caſt down, ſaith the Lord. N 
12. For the paſtors are become brutiſh, and have not ſought the 
Lord: therefore they ſhall not proſper, and all their flocks ſhall be 
. ſcattered. Jeremiah 10. 21, | 
13. Wo be unto the paſtors that deſtroy and fcatter the ſheep of my 11 
paſture, faith the Lord. Jeremiah 23. 1, 2, 4. 
14. Therefore thus ſaith the Lord God of Iſrael againſt the paſtor 
that feed my people, Ye have ſcattered my flock, and driven them away, 
and have not viſited them; behold, I will vifit upon you the evil of your bo! 
doings, ſaith the Lord. | ; ; 

15. And I will gather the remnant of my flock out of all countries 
whirher I have driven them, and wiil bring them again to their fo'ds, and 
they ſhall be fruitful and increaſe, | | | 

16. And he faid unto me, Son of man, I ſend thee to the children of | 
Iſrael, to a rebellious nation that hath rebelled inſt me ; they and {ir 
their fathers have tranſęreſſed againſt me, even wats tk very day. Ezek, py 
2, 827. 0 | . | a by | | 

17. For they are impudent children and ſtiff hearted : I do ſend thee 
unto them, and thou ſhalt ſay unto them, Thu“ faith the Lord God, 

18. And they, whether they wiil hea. or whether they will forbear, 
{for they are a rebellious houſe) yet ſhall know that there hath bern 


prophet among them. . | 
19. And thou, ſon of man, be not afraid of them, neither be afraid Wl . 
of their words, though briars and thorns be with thee, and thou doſt} 
dwell among ſcorpions: be not afraid of their words, nor be diſmayed at 
their looks, though they be a rebellious houſe. 9 2 5 4 
20. And thou ſhalt ſpeak my words unto them, whether they will 
hear, or whether they will forbear, for they are moſt rebellious. 
21. Son of man, 1 have made thee a watchman unto the houſe „ 
Iſrael: therefore h*ar the word at my mouth, and give them warning e ** 
from me —Esek. 3. 17, 18, 19, 20, AT. 8 
22. When I fay unto the wicked, Thou ſhalt ſurely die; and thuu 
ti veſt him not warning, nor ſpeakeſt to warn the wicked from his 
wicked way to ſave his life: the ſame wicked man ſhall die in his iti - 
quity; but his blood will I require at thine hand. K 
23. Vet if thou warn the wicked, and he turn not from his wicked - 
-nefs. nor from his wicked way, he ſhall die in his iniquity ; but thou 
haft delivered thy ſoul, ; | | 
24. Again, when a righteous man doth turn from his.righteouſneſs, 
and commit iniquity, and I lay a ſtumbling block before him, he ſhall 
die; becauſe thou haft not given him warning, he hall die in his fin 
and his righteouſneſs which be has done, ſhal) not be remembered; but 
Bis blood will I require at thine hand. | 
25. Nevertheleſs, if thou warn the righteous man, that the tighteout 
«Fin not, and he doth not fin ; he ſhall ſurely live, becauſe be is warned j 
alſo thou haſt delivered thy ſoul, : ALL | 6 Her 
| 26, Her 
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26, Her priefts have violated my law, and have profaned mine hol; 
things : they have put no difference between the holy and profa 
zeither have they ſhewed difference between the unclean and the clean, 
ind have kid their eyes from my ſabbaths, and I am profaned among them. 
Frek. 22. 26. | | 5 5525 | 

27. Again the word of the Lord came unto me, ſaying, 

28. Sun of man, ſpeak to the children of thy people, and fay unts 
them, when I bring the ſword upon a land, if the people of the land take 
iman of their coaſts, and ſet him for a watchman ; A : 

29. If when he ſeeth the ſword come upon the land, he blow the 
trumpet, and warn the people; | 535 

30, Then whoſaever heareth the found of the trumpet, and taketh 
not warning ; if the ſword come and take him away, his blood ſhall be 
upon his own head. 3 | rep 7: 

31. He heard the ſound of the trumpet, and took not warning, hiy 
blood ſhall be upon him; but he that taketh warning, ſhall deliver his 
ſoul. < Mn} 
32. But if the watchman ſee the ſword come, and blow not the 
trumpet, and the peoplebe not warned: if the ſword come and take an 
perſon from among them, he is taken away in his iniquity, but his blood 
will 1 require at the wa:chman's hand. i 

do thou, O ſon of man, I have ſet thee a watchman unto the 
houſe of Iſ ael: therefore thou ſhalt hear the word at my mouth, and 
warn them from me. Boe | 
34. When I ſay unto the wicked, O wicked man, thou ſhalt fu 
die; if thou doſt not ſpeak to warn the wicked man from his way, that 
oy man ſhall die in his iniquity, but his blood will I require at thine 
and, | | 
35. Nevertheleſs if thou warn the wicked of his way to turn from it x 
if by do not turn from his way, he ſhall die in his iniquity, but thou 
haſt delivered thy ſoul. | 3 | | 

36. And the word of the Lord came unto me, ſayin 
37. Son of man, propheſy againſt the ſhepherds of Iſrael, propheſy, 
and ſay unto them, Thus ſaith the Lord God unto the ſhepherds, Wo 
to the ſhepherds of Iſrael, that do feed themſelves: ſhould not the 
ſhepheris feed the flocks? Ezek. 34. 1—10. 

38. Ve eat the fat, and ye clothe you with the wool, ye kill them 
that are fed: but ye feed not the flock. 


39- The diſeaſed have ye not ftrengthened, neither have ye healed 
that which was fick, neither have ye bound that which was brok 
neither have ye brought again that which was driven away, neither 
have ye ſought that which was loſt 3 but with force and with cruelty have 
je ruled them. | 

40. And they were ſcattered, becauſe there is no ſhepherd : and 
became meat to all the beaſts of the field, when they were ſcattered, 

41, My ſheep wandered through all the mountains, and upon every 
bigh hill; yea, my flock was ſcattered upon all the face of the earth, and 
done did ſearch or look after them. | 
42. Therefore, O ye ſhepheres, hear the word of the Lord. 

43. As live, faith the Lord God, ſurely becauſe my flock became a 
| | | | Preys 
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prey, and my flock became meat to every beaſt of the field, becauſe there 
was no ſhepherd,. neither did my ſhepherds ſearch for my flock, but the 
ſhepherds fed themſelves, and fed not my flock ; | | 
44. Therefore, O ye ſhepherds, hear ye the word of the Lord; 

45. Thus faith the Lord God, Behold, I am againſt the ſhephergy 
and I will require my flock at their hands, and cauſe them to ceaſe . 
feeding the flock, neither ſhall the ſhepherds feed themſelves any more; 
for I will deliver my flock from their mouth, that they may not be meat 
for them. ER 

46. The heads thereof judge for reward, and the prieſts thereof teach 
for hire, and the prophets thereof divine for money: yet Will they lean 
upon the Lord, and ſay, Is not the Lord among us ? none evil can come 
upon us.—Micah 3. 11. | 
47. Her prophets are light and treacherous perſons ; her priefts have 
polluted the ſanctuary, they have done violence to the law.—-Zepha- 
niah 3. 4. | | 
g * Wo to the idol ſhepherd that leaveth che flock : the ſword ſhall 
be upon his arm, and upon his right eye: his arm ſha!! be clean dried up, 
and his right eye ſhall be utterly darkened. —Zechariah 11. 17. | 
49. A ſon honoureth his father, and a ſervant his mater: if then I 
be a father, where is mine honour? and if I be mate, where is my 
fear? ſaith the Lord of hoſts unto you, O prieſts, that deſpiſe my name: 
and ye ſay, Wherein have we deſpiſed thy name ?—Malachi 1. 6, 7, 8, 

. | | T1 

' 50. Ye offer polluted bread upon mine altar: and ye (ay, Wherein 

have we polluted thee? In that ye ſay, the table of the Lord is con- 

temptible. 5 : 
1. And if ye offer the blind for ſacrifice, is it not evil? and if ye 

offer the lame and fick, is it not evil? offer it now unto thy governor, 

will he be pleafed with thee, or accept thy perſon? ſaith the Lord of 

hoſts. 

52. And now pray you, beſeech God that he will be gracious unto 
us; this hath been by your means: will he regard your perſons ? faith 
the Lord of hoſts, OE 

3- Who is there even among you that would ſhut the doors for 


nought? neither do ye kindle fire on mine altar for nought, I have no | 


pleaſure in you, ſaith the Lord of hoſts, neither will I accept an offering 
at your hand. 2 5 
54. For the prieſts lips ſhould keep knowledge, and they ſhould ſeek 
the law at his mouth: for he is the meſſenger of the Lord of hoſts, 
Malachi 2. 7, 8, 9. | | 


55, But ye are departed out of the way: ye have cauſed many to | 


ſtumble at the law: ye have corrupted the covenant of Levi, faith the 
Lord of hoſts. | 
56. Therefore have I alſo made you contemptible and baſe before all 
the people, according as ye have not kept my ways, but have been par- 
tial in the law. | 1 
57. Behold, I ſend you forth as ſheep in the midſt of wolves; be je 
therefore wiſe as ſerpents, and harmleſs as doves.— Matthew 10. = 11 
| | 8, 


a 
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3, Ye know, from the firſt day that I came into Afia, after what 1 
manner I have been with you at all ſeaſons, —AQts 20. 18, 19, 20, 21. ” 
Serving the Lord with al! humility of mind, and with many teary 
iz temptations, Which befel me by the lying in wait of the Jews: " 
60, And how I kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, but 
have ſhewed you, and have taught you publickly, and from houſe to 
houſe, | R : 
61. Teſtifying both to the Jews, and alſo to the Greeks, repentance” 
ward God, ard faith toward our Lord Jefus Chriſt. - 
62. None of theſe things move me, neither count I my life dear unto 
myſelf, ſo chat I might finiſh* my courſe with joy, and the miniftry 
which 1 have received of the Lord Jeſus, to teſtify the goſpel of the grace 
of God, —Ver. 24. | | 


63. Itake you to record this day, that I am pure from the blood of all 
men.— Ver. 26.—31. | : 


64, For I have not ſhunned to declare unto you all the counſel of 
God, t , | ; ' + : 

bs, Take heed therefore unto yourſelves, and unto all the flocks 
der the which the Holy Ghoſt hath made you overſeers, to feed the 
church of God, which he hath purchaſed with his own blood. 9 


66, For I know this, that after my departing ſhall grievous wolves 
enter in among you, not ſparing the flock, | 


67. Alſo of your own ſelves ſhall men ariſe, ſpeaking perverſe things, 
to draw away diſciples after them. TY 
63, Therefore watch; and remember, that by the ſpace of threg 
years, I ceaſed not to warn every one night and day with tears. | 
69. Let a man fo account of us, as of the miniſters of Chriſt, and 
f:wards of the myſteries of God.— 1 Cor. 4. 1, 2. 
70. Moreover it is required in ftewards, that a man be found faithful. 
71. To the weak became I as weak, that I might gain the weak: 1 
am made all things to all men, that I might by all means ſave ſome, 
1 Cor. 9. 22. | | | 
72. "Loon as I pleaſe all men in all things, not ſeeking mine own pra- 
fit, but the profit of many, that they may be ſaved. —1 Cor. 10. 33. 
73. For we are not as many, which corrupt the word of Ged: but as 


of ſincerity, but as of God, in the fi ht of God ſpeak we in Chriſt, 
2 Cor, 2. 17. 


74. We preach not ovrfelves, but Chrift Jeſus the Lord; and our- 
ſelves your ſervants for Jeſus ſake,—2 Cor. 4. 5. | + OW 


75, Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we perfuade men 


but we are made manifeſt unts God, and I truſt aiſo are mzde manifeſt 1 
in Jour conſciences.—2 Cor, 5. Il. 


76. Now then we are ambaſſadors for Chriſt, as though God did be- 
ſeech you by us: we pray you ia Chriſt's ſtead, be ye reconciled to God. Hl 
2 Cor. 5. 20. | | | 

77. We then as workers together with him, beſeech you alſo, that ye of 
receive not the grace of God in vain :z—2 Cor, 6. 1— 10. | 

78. (For he faith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the | 


ay of ſalvation have I ſuccoured thee: behold, now is the accepted N | 
ume; behold, now is the day of ſalvation.) il 


79. Giving 


— — % 5 


much patience, in afflictions, in neceſſities, in diſtreſſes, 


| loffians 1. 28, 29. 


4.9 
guile,—1 Theſſalonians 25 3» 4, LY) 6, 77 8. 
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. Giving no offence in any thing, that the miniſtry be yg 
amed. 5 
$0. But in all things approving ourſelves as the miniſters of God, iu 


$1. In ſtripes, in impriſonments, in tumults, in labour, in watching 
in faſtings, | ; 

82. By pureneſs, by knowledge, by long ſuffering, by kindneſs, by tb 
Holy Ghoſt, by love unfeigned; | 


383. By the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armour of lan 
righteouſneſs on the right hand and on the left ; 
84. By honour and diſhonour, by evil report and good report: az de t 
ceiveis, and yet true; : 5 f 
85. As unknown, and yet well known, as dying, and behold we live jeẽ 
as chaſte ned, and not killed; | | | | 
36. As ſorrowful, yet always rejoicing z as poor, yet making manu 
zich, as having nothing, and yet poſſeſſing all things. . 
87. And will very gladly ſpend and be ſpent for you, though tl (01 
more abundantly I love you, the leſs I be loved. —2 Cor. 12. 15, 
88. For do I now perſuade men, or God? or do I ſeek to pleaſe men e 
for if I yet pleaſed men, I ſhould not be the ſervant of Chriſt.—Galatia x 
I, IO. 4) 


89. For God is my record, how greatly I long after you all, in th 
bowels of Jeſus Chriſt, —Philippians 1. 8. | 
90. Vea, and if I be offered upon the ſacrifice and ſervice of you 
faith, I joy, and rejoice with you all,-Phil. 2. 17. | 
91. We preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in: 
wiſdom ; that we may preſent every man perfect in Chriſt Jeſus. —Co 


92. Whereunto I alſo labour, ſtriving according to his working, which 
worketh in me mightily. 
93. And fay to Archippus, Take heed to the miniſtry which than 
haſt received in the Lord, that thou fulfil it.—Colof. 4. 17. 
For our exhortation was not of deceit, nor of uncleanneſs, nor! 

95. But as we were allowed of God to be put in truſt with the Goſpel/ 
on ſo we ſpeak, not as pleaſing men, but God, which trieth out 

carts. | 


96. For neither at any time uſed we flattering words, as ye know, n 
a cloak of covetouſneſs; God is witneſs, 

97. Nor of men ſought we glory, neither of you, nor yet of others, 
when we might have been burdenſome, as the apoſtles of Chriſt ; 

98. But we were gentle among you, even as a nurſe cheriſheth her 
children, : | 

99. So, being aſfectionately defirous of you, we were willing to hae 
imparted unto you, not the goſpel of God only, but alſo our own ſouli, 
becauſe ye were dear unto us. x 4 

100. Ye are witneſſes, and God alſo, how holily, and juſtly, and 
unblameably we behayed outſelves among you that believe —1 Theſſ. 2. 
10, II, I2, 8 % al 
| 101. 


TS 
161. As you know, how we exhorted and comforted, and charged 


every one of you (as & father doth his children) 
102, That ye — walk worthy of God, who hath called you unde 
is kingdom and g 
; — For now we live, 3 ye ſtand faſt in the Lord.—1 Theil. 3. 8. 5 
104. Thie is a true ſayin &, If a man deſire the office of a biſhop, he 
zeſireth a good work.—1 Timothy 3. 1-9, 
105- A biſhop then muſt be blameleſs, the huſband of one wife, vigi- 
lant, ſober, of good behaviour, given to hoſpitality, apt to teach : ; 
106, Not given to wine, no ſtriker, nor greedy of filthy lucre, but 


patient, not a drawler, not covetous; 


107. One that ruleth well his own houſe, having his children in ſub- 
jection with all gravity; 


103, (For if a man know not how to rule his own houſe, how ſhall he 
take care of the church of Ged ?) 


109, Not a novice, let being lifted up with pride, he fall into the 
condemnation of the devil. 
110. Moreover, he muſt have à good report of them which are withe 
cut; left he fall into reproach, and the ſnare of the devil. ; 
111. Likewiſe muſt the deacons be grave, not double-tongued, not 
men to much wine, not greedy of filthy luere; 

112. Holding the myſtery of the faith in a pure conſcience. | 

113, Be thou an example of the believers, in word, in converſation, 
in charity, in ſpirit, in faith, in purity.—1 Tim. 4. 12-16. 

114, Till I come, give attendance to reading, to exhortation, to 
ioctrine. 

115. Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by 
prophecy, with the laying on of the hands of the preſbytery. 

116. Meditate upon t theſe things, give thyſelf whclly to them; that 
thy profiting may appear to all, 

117. Take heed unto thyſelf, and. unto thy doctrine ; continue in 
hem 3 for in doing this thou ſhalt both ſave thyſelf, and them that hear 


my I put thee in remembrance, that thou ſtir u the gift of God 
which is in thee, by the putting on of my 3 4h. im. 1. 6, 7, 8. 

119. For God hath not given us the ſpirit of fear; but of power, aud 
of love, and of a ſound mind. 

120. Be not thou therefore-aſhamed of the teſtimony of our Lord, nor 
of me his priſoner : but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the Goſpel, 
Kcording to the power of God. 

121. Hold faſt the form of ſound words, which theu haſt heard of 
ne, in faith and love, which is in Chriſt Jeſus.—Ver. 13, 14. 
| 122, That good thing which was committed unto thee, keep by th 
Holy Ghoſt, which dwelleth in us, 

123. 8 ſon, be ſtrong in the grace that is in Chriſt Jeſus.—2 Tim. 
2. 1—1 
124. And the things that thou haſt heard of me among many wit- 


teſles, the ſame cotimit thou to faithful men, who ſhall be able to teach 
hers alſo. 


125. Those 
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8 1. Thou therefore endure hardneſs, as 2 'go0d ſoldier of Jef 
hri 

©x26. No man that warreth, oncgieds 'himſelf with the afin of 

this life; that he may pleaſe. him Who. hath choſen 1 ts be a 

ſoldier, ne 

127. And if a man ſtrive aſs for miſteries, yet is he hot hs ex- 
cept he ſtri ve A.. ov 
0 128. The huſbandman that laboureth, muſt be firſt partaker of the 
4 Conſider what I ſay; and the Lord gifs thee underſtanding in al 
t ings. 

1138. Remember, chat jeſus Chrit, of the ſeed of David, was raiſed from 
the dead, according to my Goſpel: 

131. Wherein I ſuffer trouble as an evil doer, even unto bonds; but 
the word of God js not bound. 

132. Therefore I'endure all things for the ele@sſake, that they may 
alſo obtain the ſalvation which is in Chriſt Jeſus, with eternal glory, 

133- Itisa faithful ſaying: For if we be dead with him, we ſhall alſo 
live with him : | 
8 34. If we ſuffer, we ſhall alſo reign wich him: if we deny lun, he 
alſo will deny us. 

135. If we believe not, yet he abidech faithful; he . deny 
himſelf. ; 

05 Of theſe things put them in remembrance, charging n difore 
the ord, that they ftrive not about words, to no profit, but to the ſubyert 
ing of the hearers, 

137. Studyto ſhew thyſelf approved unto God, a workman that needeth 
not to be aſhamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 

138. But ſhun profane and vain babblings 3 z for they will increaſs 
unto more ungodlineſs. 

139. Flee alſo youthful luſts: but follow righteouſneſs, faith, chntity 
peace, with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart. Ver. 
22—26, 

140. But fooliſh and unlearned queſtions avoid, knowing chat 1 2 
gender ſtrifes. | 

141. And the ſervant of the Lord muſt not ſtrive; ; but be xeatle unto | 
all men, apt to teach, patient: | 

142. In meekneſs, inſtructing thoſe that oppoſe themſelves ; if God 
ee will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the 
.trut 

143. And that they may recover ebe out of the ſnare of the 
devil, who are taken captive by him at his will. 

© 144. I charge thee before God and the Lord Jeſus brit, who ſhall 
judge the quick and the dead at his appearing, and his kingdom * N 
4. 1—5. 
1345. Preach the word, be inftant in ſeaſon, out of ſeaſon; repos | 
rebuke, exhort, with all long ſuffering and doctrine. 
| 146. For the time will come, when they will not endure found | 
doctrine; but after their own luſts ſhall they heap to themſelves teacherh, | 
having itching ears, 
147. And} 
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147. And they hall tern away their ears from the truths and Aj 


he turned unto fables. 


148. But watch thou in all thinge, endure afflictions, do che work of | 


an evangeliſt, make full proof of thy miniſtry, ' > 

149. For this cauſe left I thee in Crete, that thou ſhouldeſt ſet ik 
order the thirigs that are wanting, and ordain elders in every. city, as I 
had appointed? t nin 1 ee ena ee 

150. If any be blameleſs, the huſband of one wife, having fatthral 
childien, not accuſed of riot, or untuly, 

135. For: - #'biſhop muſt be *blameleſs, 1 55 the ſte ward of 644; not 
ſelfLwillled® not ſoort angry, not given to wine; no ftriker 3 3 not given 45 
althy lucre;z 

M 57. But a lover of hoſpitality, a lover of good men, tober, juſt; boly, 
temperate.” 

_ Holding faſt the faithiful word, as he hath been taught, that he 
may be * by ſound ar K. both to N and to convince the gain- 
ſayers. + 

y 54. For there are many vnruly, and vain talkers and deceivers, eſpe- 
cially they of the circumcifion. 
155. Whoſe mouths mult be Kopped; who ſubvert w es 
teaching things which they ought not, for filthy lucres ſake, rie, 1. 
11. en fl | 

156. Speak thou the things which a ſound docttine. as 
5157. In Vall things ſhewing thyfelf 4 pattern of good works : in doc- 
wine ſhewing uncorruptneſs, gravity, fincerity. * 

158. Sound ſpeech that cannot be condemned ; that be chat 4 of che 


contrary part may be aſhamed; having no evil thing 
159, Theſe things ſpeak and exhort, and reb nr al all a authrtty, 
Let no man deſpiſe thee.—— Tit, 2. J. ver. 7, 7, 8. 15. 

160. Obey them that bare the rule over you, and fubmit yourſelyes - 
for they watch for your fouls, as they that muſt give account : chat the 
may doit with joy, agh not wich grief ; ; for that i is un profitable for 35 
—Hebrews My I9%.” 

16. The 'elders which are among you; I exhort, Who am alſo ab 
eder, and a witneſs of the ſufferings of Chriſt, and alſo a partaker of the 
glory that ſhall be revealed: 1 Peter 5.14 
162. Feed the floch of God which is among you, taking, the over- 
fight thereof, not by conſtraint, but willingly; not for fi thy lucre, but 
of a ready mids | 
163. Neither as being lords over God” 5 heritage, but being coſamples 
to the flocks” © | 
164. And when the chief ſhepherd ſhall appear, ye ſhall receive a 
trown of glory that fadeth not away.” 5 

"165, I will not de negligent to put you always in remembrance of 

theſorhingegthiovih ye know them, and be eftabliſhed in the preſent truth. 
166. Yea, I think it meet, as long as Iam in this tabernacle, 1 to ſtir 
Jou up, by putting you in remembrance. _ 

167. Knowing that ſhortly I mutt put off = my tabernacle, even ad 
dur Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath ſhewed me. | 1 
0 168. Moreover, 


— 


163, Moreover, Ane geavour, that you may be able after my de- 
ceaſe, to have thele things always in remembran te. 3 
15 38 9 .Ezekiel's N 10 1 of th Jiving orealLures, is a ſtrik ing view of all 
pel miniſters to the end of the world, — Ezelk, 1. 28. iii. 12—1 
8 » ti? $6 4* 2) . Te . 24 Ci ; 4. 
X> zwa, See Dr. Gill Sermon on the Cherubim. | 


# &- * 


170. He had in his right hand ſeven ftars,—Rev. 1. 16. 
17. The ſeven ftars are the angels, or preachers, and paſtors of the 


ſeysn <hurches.—Ver. 1. 0. et a ej 
172. To the angel or paſtor of the church of Epheſus—to him that 
overcometh Jo as it is. in the Greek, to the congueror, will I-give ta eat 
of the tree of lift; i. e. Chrilt Jeſus, which is in the, midſt of dhe pire- 
dis of Ged. Rev. 2. 1427. | «pl 


3731. r patigr.of the church of Smyrna, He that is the 
t 


conqde rot mall nt be hurt of the ſecond death. Be faithful to death, 


und I wilt give thee à crown of life. — Ver 10, 1. 
174. To the angel or paſtor of the church in Pergamos.— To the 


congueror I will give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him.z 
white ſtone. Ver. be ns e ene att as 16:2 167 $0 4 

FT. s the angel or paſtor of the church in Thyatira, . . Write theſe 
things, faith the Son of God, who hath, eyes like a, flame of fire—to:the 


Conqueror that keepeth my worke,to the end, to him will give po 
| des the nations—and I fil give him the morning | ma, apr 
176, To the angel or paſtor of - the church in Sardis. |. Theſe things 
faith he that hath the ſeven. ſpitits of God, and the ſeven ſtars I know 
thy works.—To. the conqueror, the ſame ſhall be cloathed in white 
raiment, and I will not blot out his name out of the bock of life; but I 
will confeſs his nangg&efore my Father, and before his angels,—Rey,jii, 
177 To the angel or paftor of the church in Philadelphia, write, Theſe 
things, ſaith he that is holy, he that is true, 1 know: thy; works-=the 
conqueror will | make a pilſar in the temple of my God,—Ver, 9-126: 
178. To the angel or paſtor of the church of the Laodiceans, write, 
Theſe things, faith the Amen; the faithful and true witneſs; the head 
and firſt cauſe of the creation of God, I know thy works, that thou att 
neither cold nor hot; I would thou wert cold or hot. So then becauſe 
thou art LVR E WARM, and neither cold nor hot, I will ſpue tbee Ii. e. a 
chriſtian preacher] out of my mouth. How dreadfully pointed this threats 
ening, againſt all lukewarm miniſters of the goſpel !* Be zealous, theres 
fore, and repent.—To the cox dux OR will I grant to fit. with me in 
my throne, even as I alfo conquered, and am fat down with wy Father ia 
his throne. He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit of God 
faith to the preachers and churches, | 6 % 


179. An in the midſt of the throne, and e the throne, 

were four living creatures, i. e. goſpel miniſters, full of eyes, before anil 

180. The f living creature, i. e. goſpel preacher, was like a lion 

for courage, fortitude, and ſtrength, to reſiſt and fight all the enemies 0 

Chriſt, and dare all dangers in the cauſe of God. And the ſecend — 
| ereatu 


ww 


Ant 41:4 th BIOS $151 en: 1d : 1 22 on 41d a ; 
crzature, or chriſtian _minifter,. was like a calf,; or young er. Ertl. 5. | 
10. To denote his being early. educated,. and; traiged up in the yoke of 
Chriſt; aud likewiſe, to ſignify his patience and labour in treading out 
the corn for the people of God. And the third living creature had he 
face of a man, ® to denote the ſagacity, prudence, and; bowels of com- 
paſſions in true goſpel miniſters, for periſhing. ſouls. And the fourrh 
living creature was like a flying eagle, to denote the elevation and ;penes 
tration of thought in goſpel miniiters, ac ie atdent devotion to ſoar 
vp to the ſun ot rithteouſneſs.— Rev, iv. 7. What amadmirable com- 
bination of the moſt excellent qualities and noble perfections, are to; be 
found in truly good and wiſe preachers of the goſpel land what a pungent 
motive is this; conſideration, to excite the — — of every 
ſtudent of civinity, to ſeek and attain ſuch excellent quali ations, for 
the honour of his divine Maſter, and the good, of his people] 1 Cor. xiv. 
12. Aszye are.gealous.of. ſpiritual gifts q ſeek that ye may EXCEL, to 
the edifying of the church. nt << 
181. And another angel i. e. 2 goſpel miniſtery came. out from the 
altar, which had power over fire—Rev.,xiv. 18. 4 
182. b-faw- another angel. or chtiſtian preacher, . fly in, the 
midit of heaven, i. e. the church of Chriſt, having/the everlaſting goſpd 
to pteach to them that dwell. on the earth, and to every nation and 
kindred; ahd tongue and people. Ver. 14. 
183. And one of the liviog creatures, 5. e. the goſpel mjniftery 
gave unto the ſeven angels, i. e. the princes of the earth, ſeven. golden 
vials,, or bawls, full of the wrath, of Oed, Who llveth for ever and 
erer.— Rev. xv. 7. | ob M nee 
184. And I ſaw an angel ſtending in the ſun, i. e. a chriſtian preacher, 
arrayed in the ſun beams of his divine Maſter's righteouſneſs. —xix::t42. 
185. The conqueror ſhall inherit all things: and I will be his God, 
and he ſhall be my ſon.—xxi. 7. | | NA 655.846 598 
Supplement of texts to - goſpel -preachers, not included in the 
preceding, colleſtion. . h $3125 5 2; Sor la on 
186. Who is that faithful and wiſe ſteward, whom the Lord ſhall 
make ruler over his houſehold ?—Loke ii. 42. n hw 
187. Bleſſed is that ſervant whom his Lord, when he cometh; ſhall 
Bind ſo doing. Ver. 43. 5 £5.14 AM, 1538 
188. Of truth 1 ſay unto you, that he will make him ruler over all 
that he hath. — Ver. 44. 33 ISR Er Sit 34. + fe 41 i 82418 
189. Lo! I am with you alway, even to the end of the world. 
Matt. XXViii a0. iti 3281 > 4 Ir „ „ Nein 5455 41 
190. I will give you paſtors after my own heart, who ſhall feed you 
vith knowledge and underſtanding. —Jer. iii. i. 
191. Lill ſatiate the ſoul of the prieſts, i. e. chriſtian preachers, 
with fatneſs, and my people ſhall. be ſatisfied with my goodneſs, ſaith the 
Lord, — Jer. xxi. 14. 45 5 65 e ee 


* 
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* God appears to ſpeak more about goſpel miniſters in the criptures, than be 
ler concerning any particular abaracter in tho warld befide. # 7 
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792. Leet hath no part with kis brethren, the Lord is his inheri- 


ry according as the Lord thy God promiſed him.—Deut, x. 9. 


193. Bleſs, Lord, his [Levi 8] fobflance, and accept the work of 

his hands; ſmite through the loins of them that riſe againſt him; i. e. 
a goſpel preacher, and of Gam that hate him, that they riſe not again, 
— Deut, Xxxili. 11. 
194. have laboured in vain, I have ſpent my firength for nought, 
and in vain, yet ſurely my judgmeat is with the Lord, _ my work 
with my God. —Iſaiah zlix. 4. 

195 Blefſed are ye that ſow beſide all DEXTAFIOS RY 20. | 

196. He that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth fruit unto eter. 
nal life, that both he that ſoweth, i, e. the chriſtian preacher ; and he 
that reaperh, i. e. the chriſtian bearer, 1 rejoice together,—Joha 
iv. 36. 
197. Gird up thy loins, an ariſe, ſpeak to them all that I command 
thee; be not difmayed at heir faces, leſt I confound | thee before 
them. Jer. 1. 17. 
198. The Lord is with me as a mighty terrible ons therefore wy \ 
perſecutors ſhall ſtumble.— Jer. xx. 11. 

199. Behold 1 have made thy face ſtrong againſt their faces, r * 
forehead ſtrong againſt their foreheads.—Exek. i. 8. i 

200. If thou take forth tlie precious from the vile, thou ſhalt 1 be a» Wl 
my mouth; Jet them return to thee, but return act thou to N 
XV. 19. | | 

cg As an Amt, harder than flint, have 1 made thy forcheady _ 
fear them not, neither be difmayed at theis looks, "though they be a at 
re he llĩious houſe, —Ezek. iii. 9 

402. It ſhall be siven you in chat ſame, hour, what ye thall ſpeak— a 


Matt. x. 19. T 
203. For it is not ye that ſpeals, but the Spirit of your Father that k 
fpeaketh | in you, of 

204. I will give you a mouth and iden which all your adverſs a 
ries ſhall not be "able to gainſay nor reſiſt. —Luke xxi. 18. k 


205. And now, O ye prieſts, this commandment is for you. Lyon 
will not lay it to heart, to give glory to my name; I will curſe your 
bleſſings ; yea, I have curſed them already, becauſe ye do not lay it to 
heat. 22 HF 
206. They that be wiſe ſhall ſhine as the brightaeſs of the firmament ; 
and they that turn many to bo FORTE N as the STARS for ever an 
ever. Dan. x11, 3. 

207. I am in the midſt of them, i. 4. the miniſters and churches. | 
Matt. xviii. 20. 0 

208. What mean ye to weep and break my heart, Lam Not only will. ly © 

ing to be bound, but to die for the name of the Lord Jeſus. Acts mi. ＋ 

209. None of theſe things move me. Acts xx." h 

What ardour of love to Chriſt ; what invincible lion-like courage i I 
this, to teach us how to live, ard how to die ! 


„ N C Een 


W, my dear young friends, you ſee that Gop hes paid more atten- 
tion to true goſpel preachers, and has expreſſed himſelf with more 
wirmth and tenderneſs towards them, than he ever did to all the angels 
in heaven, or to any other office and character on earth. Kings have 
not ſo much notice and regard” paid to them all through Scripture 3 Ge- 
nerals of armies are forgot; councellors and phyficians are paſſed over 
imoſt in ſilence ; ſtateſmen, warriors, and philoſophers, are all buried 
ia duſt and oblivion; whilſt miniſters appear to occupy the conſtant 
attention of Gop, from the creation throvgh all ages, to this day. 

Bad miniſters are threatened with all the. horrors of hell; daggers and 
deaths are planted in their breaſts, by the tremendous juſtice of Go. 
They ve fe in funk lower in miſery than a'l the other damned in bell 
They are the moſt degraded, unpitied, curſed beings, in all the empire 
of Goyd. On the other hand, all true, upright, generous, holy preach- 
en, are addreſſed with all the mighty powers of God's eternal loving 
kindneſs and tender mercies. Every motive that GoD's wiſdom and 
podneſs can contrive, is addreſſed to our hope, gratitude, ambition, 
intereſt, Honour, ſhame; glory, and: pleaſure, in order to comfort aud 
nimate us in our-moſt glorious work. Every ſpiriteo conſolation, every 
luring promiſe; every charming attrad ive, every ncþle honour, every 
hecies of true riches, every kind of inviting proſpect for eternity; every 
rt of pure, laſting, eternal pleaſure, is propoſed by bur generous Goo, 
b rziſe us to the higheſt dignity of mind and mannets , What would we 
have more? What more can any gracious preacher deſite, to form him 
no the wiſeſt and beſt of all mankind, and make him the moſt lovely 
@ all characters on earth ? ES + iT Fi 
13 Now, O! Loxp Jeſus, thou eternal Son of Gop, I lay this work, 

uin the ſupplement, at thy feet. I pray that thou wouldf bleſs it; to 
e il the great ends for which it was originally written, to train up young men 

@erace and good underſtanding, te be wiſe and zealous preachers of thy 
orions goſpel. | | | ieren r 


Thou haſt, in the above Scriptures, expreſſed all thy nature, and alt 
the peſſions of thine heart. We ſee thy love of holineſs, and thine 
kared to hn; thy taſte for beauty, and thine infinite loathing and diſ- 
uud at deformity z thine anger is 4 againſt all fn; and thy zea! 


3 | it 
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is a glorious mixture of love and anger, by which thou dof 
expreſs thy concernfor thy own glory, and the glory of thy Father, and 
the glory of thy bleſſed Spirit. Thy wrath is thy will to puniſh impenitent 
finners in the moſt awful manner, with the loſs of all good, and the 
vengeance of eternal fire. | 

Lon p Jeſus, let our affections harmonize and correſpond with thine 1. 


May thy miniſters love what thou loveſt, and hate what thou hateſt 


May we have a divine and holy taſte, a clear ſenſe of all that is noble, 
beautiful, aud affecting, in the nature and perfections, the councels and 


operations of Gop. May we feel an holy mixture of love and anger, 
fermenting our moſt generous paſſions into a zeal for thy glory, and the 
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Therſites, 152. { Ward, 56. 
Theodorus Wer 152. hiſton, 57. 74. 
U. Wells, 59. 
Vrich John, p. 20. Whear, 
Uſher, 69. 74. 91. a 1 Whitl | 
Vina 1386 „„ Wills (a W Ma 68. 
Vives, p. 26. Waldenles, 70. 
Voſſius, 31. Willet, 93. 
Vockerodus, 40. Waterland, 93 · 
Virgil, 41. 43. 44. Weemſe, 10g. 
Vida, 44. Woodrow, 109. 
Valeſius, 52. W 7. 6 ph 
Varenius, 2397; . 7921 ( 4 4 4 3 of 
Vopiſcus, os. Wel p. I 51. 
Varillas, Z. 
Videlius, 70. Zoilus, p · 41. 
Voluſius, 87. Ivigger, 54. 
Voetius, 92, 139. 142. 3 EN 107. 
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. FH ALYBURTON on the Inſufficiency of Natural Religion, ſmal! 
4to. 1714. Price 5s. 

2. Dr. Leland's View of the Deiſtical Writers, 2 vols. 3 vo. 

3. Mr. Benjamin Bennet's Fourteen Sermons on the Truth and Inſpi- 
ration of the Scriptures, 8vo. 1730. 

4. Dr. Waterland's Eight Sermons on Chriſt's Divinity—his two De- 
fences of Queries, 2 vols. 8vo. And the Importance and Uſe of the 
Doctrine of the Trinity, $vo. This great man is the Archimedes of the 
chriſtian church. His demonſtrations, like engines and battering rams, 
drive all before them. Neither Dr, Clarke, nor Jackſon, nor even 
Emlyn, could Rand before him.—See his Cloſe of the Controverſy, 8v0. 


17 
d. Calamy* s Sermons on the Trinity, $vo. 
Dr. Abraham Taylor's Treatiſe on the Doctrine of the Triady, vo. 


- 1727. This is a learned and mafterly work. 
7. Dr. Gill, on the Trinity, is very clear and judicious. 
8. F es, on the Faithfulneſs of God in his Word. Folio. —This 
- r * judicious man may be juſtly tiled the Euclid of the church of 
nri 
9. Iremonger on the Wiſdom of Gop in Redemption, a thin vo. 
Remarkably rich and excellent, 
10. Dr. Owen's Latin Diſſertations on the Juſtice of Gov, written 


againſt the Sociniaus. Theſe overtura their ſcheme to the very foundation. 
3 | 11. Preſident 
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11. Prefident Edwards, on Original Sin—and on the Fretdom of the 

Wik. — The Arminians have never attempted any ſolid anſwer. e. 
12. Eliſha Cole, on Gos's Sovereignty, Juſtice, Election, Redemp-⸗ 
tion, Regeneration, and final Perſeverance, 8 vo. 16th edition. This 
book is one of the moſt uſeful, and the beſt known to all experimental 
chriſtians, of all written in our language. The inferences drawn from 
each head, are remarkable for pungency and ſavour. They ore the very 

ertract, and effence of all conſolation, and practical godlineſs. : 

13, Dr. Owen, on Communion with God, Father, Son, and Spiritz 
$70. This opens out all the riches of Goy's love: And the dignity, fulneſs 
and beauty of Cyn18T, with the ſtrong conſolations of the bleſſed Spirits 

14. Mr. Brine's Treatiſe on Various Subjects, ſecond edition, 8 %% 
This book is fingularly excellent for clearneſs, depth of judgment, and 
experimental ſavour of vital holineſs. in | 

15. Boſton's Four-fold State of Man, 8yo. Mr. Hervey juſtly ob- 
ferves that this book may be ſtiled the Wifor = of Man, The whole of 
what he was in his original ſtate of holinefs and perfe&ion—of what h& 
has made himſelf by fin—of what he muſt be made by grace, if he is ever 
happy; and what he will be in heaven or hell, to all eternity. This ex- 
cellent book has gone through fi fteen editions. „ 

16. Booth's Reign of Grace, 8 vo. This work has met with a good 
receptioh amongſt the moſt ſerious and judicious chriſtians, It is tran- 
ated into the Dutch language.—Clearneſs of thought, nervous reaſon” 
ing, accurate method, and vigor of ſtyle, are its "oy charaQteriftics. 

17. Dr, Stafford's Twenty-five Sermons on the 7th Chapter of the 
Romans, are remarkable for ſolid fenſe, and the deep experience of the 
heart, Believers may here ſee the various conflicts of fin and grace, ſer 
in a clear and edifying point of light. In a word, the whole itternal 
character of an experienced chriſtian, is here une | Ay wi) 

18. Dr. Owen, on the Satisfaction of Chrift, againft Bide, ſmall 
Poe deep and judicious work, has been 'a magazine, whence all 

cceeding divines have fetched arms to fight and conquer the Socinians: 

19. Mr, Brine, on the True Senſe of Atonement, 8yo. againſt Dr; 
ſchn Taylor, of Norwich; has never been anſwered, and 1 am fully 
perſuaded it never can be fully anſwered and overthrown. _ 1 

20, The great and judicious Hurtion's fixteen Sermons on the Divi- 
hity, Perſonality, and external Works of the Holy Spirit, 8vo; 1734. 
I have no words to expreſs my eſteem for this work, It commande 
wonder, and exceeds all my recommendation. | "$4 
21. Dr. Guiſe's Ten Sermons on the Godhead of Chriſt, and his Ten 
Sermons on the Divinity and Perſonality of the Holy Spirit, have been 
moſt ungratefully neglected by thoſe, for whoſe ſake they were com- 
poſed and publiſhed; I mean the Calviniſtic Preachers, and churches of 
all denominations, | 7 5 | 

22, Dr. Owen, on the Holy Spirit, folio; is a work of incompara- 
ble worth, It may be purchaſed for a few ſhillings, but it is worth more 
than its weight in gold. 

23. Calovius's Socinianiſmus Confutatus, 2 volts, folio; contains an 
deean of ſolid thoughts and arguments. For my own part, I prefer him 
to the great Hoornbeeck, on the ſame ſubject. 

P 24. Dr. 
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- 24. Dr. Witfius's Oeconomy of the Covenants, is the book that lies 
neareſt my heart, of all I ever read; and my opinion has been expreſſed 
in a very imperfect and feeble manner, in my notes on Se. XV, On 
Studying a Body of Divinity, | 12 „ 
25. ThE0LOGOUMENA. This book bears the ſame rank, and has the 
ſame relation to the ſtudy of DIVIX ITV, which the Principia of Sir 
Iſaac Newton bears to the true ſyſtem of the world, in the ſtudy of natu · 
ral philoſophy; and it is of equal importance to all young divines, which 
that great man's work is to young philoſophers.— Dr. Owen wrote this 
moſt learned of all his works, in the meridian of his life, when he wa 
Vice Chancellor of Oxford, and publiſhed it ſoon after he quitted that 
office, This book gives an account of the nature, ſource, and ſtudy of 
true divinity in all ages, but eſpecially face the chriſtian diſpenſation of 
the glorious goſpel. The laſt chapters of the book are peculiarly ſweet 
and excellent; his directions to ſtudents how to proceed in attaining fur- 
niture for their ſacred office, are wiſe, ſerious, and (evangelical, in the 
higheſt degree. Nothing can be more rich, ſavoury, aud divine, I am 
aſham-d of my couniry, for their ignorance of this incomparable work, 
perhaps the very greateſt of the kind that ever was written by a Britiſh 
divine; and it now lies buzied in duſt, amidſt the lumber of a book- 
ſeller's garret, whilſt a thouſand volumes of wretched traſh in divinity, 
with their pompous bindings, ſtand as monuments of human folly, in 
our book caſes and libraries, #9! 5 
26. KEACH, on Scx1yTurE METAPHORS, is a book full of the 
beſt riches, and in the eaſieſt language. The new edition gives a juſt 
occaſion to deſpiſe the folly and ingratitude of the preſent age. When 
the old edition would coft two or three guineas, it was eagerly ſought for, 
but now it may be bought for half that ſum, this excellent work is neg+ 
lected and forgotten. | „ 
27. The great John Smith, of Cambridge, has written a diſcourſe on 
the NoBLENESsS and ExczLLENCE of internal vital religion, which, 
for ſublimity of thought, ſtrength of expreſſion, and ardor of piety, 1 
never ſaw its equal, and] am confident I never ſhall ſee any thing ſuperior 
to it, whilſt 1 live in this world, pos 
28. LonG1iNnus on the SuBLiMe. The Greek original, by Dr. 
Pearce, the Engliſh tranſlation by Dr. William Smith, ,Dean of Cheſter. 
If ever there was a tranſlation equal to the original, this will be acknow- 
ledged by all men, who have a true taſte for the noble, the beautiful, and 
the affecting, to be the very work, 8vo. 1744. | | 
29. Amongſt all Expoſitors, Owen, Vitringa, Patrick, Henry, Guiſe, 
Doddridge, and Gill, hold the firſt place in the republic of divine 
literature. | | b 
- 3o. Dr. Leland's laſt work on the Inſufficiency of Natural Religion, 
and the neceſſity of revealed, is a work I have no words, in which Ican 
expreſs my ſatis faction, wonder, and delight. a 
31. Hermanni VENEMA Commentarius ad Pſalmos, 6 tom, 4to. + 
32. Frid. Adolph, Lamyir Commentarius in Evangel, ſecundum 


Joannem, 2 tom. 4to. 


( art J 


13 A . 1 
33. Joh. Fred. Stapferi Inſtitutiones Theologiæ Polemicz Uaiverſe, 


Ordine Scientifico Diſpoſitæ, 5 tom. Rvo.—N. B. Preſident Jonathan 
Edwards, in his Chriſtian Doctrine of Original Sin, Lond. Edit. p. 403. 
introduces a quotation from this work, in the following words: Here, 
« may be worthy to be obſerv:d, ſome things that are ſaid by Stapferus, 
n an eminent divine of Zurich, in Switzerland, in his Theologia Pole 
« mica.” We think it is, perhaps, he very beſt ſyſtem of Polemical 
Divinity, that is extant. ,, 3 3 

34. ELSNER, and Rar HET TVs, have been exceedingly laborious in 
illuſtrating the Greek Teſtament, by paſſages from the Greek hiſtorians,. 
crators, 2nd gort8.o os a ei 4 fe # be 2 
35. REINECc11 Janua Hebrzz, Linguæ Veteris Teſtamenti. This 
book contains all the roots in the Hebrew Bible, juſt in the order in 
which they are found in the ſeveral books of Scripture, 1 
36. On the IM MOR TAL ITx of the Sour, by that worthieft of all 
philoſophers, AN DbREW BAR TER, publiſhed by Dr. Duncan, of South 
Warmborough. It ever there was a work on the ſubject that aroſe to full 
demonſtration on the principles of reaſon, without the perverſion and 
miſapplication of metaphyſics, this is the werk; and I defy the minute 
philoſophers, or materialiſts of the age, to give a ſolid anſwer to it. | 

37. ALSTED's ENCYCLOP DIA, 2 vols. folio.— This wonderful 
work is a full preof of the nature, powers, and immortality of the ſoul, 
Could meer matter, perihing, feparale matter; dull, dead matter, con- 
ceive of all the 8C1zNCcEs attainable by man: could ſtupid matter, how= 
ever modified, cultivate every ſcience with as much accuracy, as though 
it had but one ſcience to contemplate for forty years. 

Dr. Cor ron MaTazs rightly affirms that Alﬀed was the moſt 
learned man that ever lived under the cope of Heaven; and his devotion ' 
to Chriſt was equal to his vaſt and univerſal learning. | 

Lord Bacon, Mr. Boyrts, Mr. Lock, and Sir Isaac Nzw Ton, 
have made farther diſcoveries in the ſyſtem of the univerſe, and the phis 
loſophy of the human mind; but we are to conſider that Alſted did not 
live long enough to read their diſcoveries ; though he-graſped in his vaſt 
and capaciquy underſtanding, all the learning and ſciences that had been 
attained by thouſands of minds, for two thouſand years before him; and he 
has digeſted and arranged in the faireſt order, many of the languages, and 
all the 8CIENCES that were then known in the ſchools, and the whole 
republic of learning, In a word, a man finds in his two volumes, a 
library of the liberal arts and ſciences; and all beautified and enlivened by 
a ſyſtem of the moſt excellent DIviNtiTY. | 

33, LAurz's Synopſis. of EccLESIASTICAL HISTORY, amo. 
This is remarkable for comprehenſive brevity. It gives you a ſhort 
ſketch of almoſt every character and fact which has appeared in the 
church of Chriſt, in all ages, to the year 1726. 25 

39. All the Works of the primitive FAT ERV, you have, in the 

lleft manner, in Dr. WII LIAN CAR, 3 vols. folio. £69 

40. All the Gazxx CTLASs ICs, you have in the preface to Pot 
Royal's Greek Grammar, vo. and — Ciantz's Eflay on Study, 

: ä 41. All 


I : 
At. All the LATIN Cr assIcs you have in the Preface to Ainſworth', 
Latin Dictionary; and in the ſelect libriry of books, at the end of Clarke 
ener, 7 £ . EIS 
42. All the beſt zooxs on the scrxNexs, you have in that excellent 
litile work :—QuzsTrIones PirLosoyPHICe, by Johnfon, of Cam. 
bridge; and in [EARN lartin's Introduction to the Englik 
LANGUAGE and LEARNING, 12mo, MX LAT IDES 3 
43. All the beſt nooxs in DVI N IT, written fince the reformation 
from Popery, you have in this book of Dr. MATuzr's, as far as the 
beginning of this century; eſpecially if you add the Non-conformift'y 
Memorial, and Middleton's Biographia Evangelien. 
44. MAIN BZOUn “s Hiſtory of Ax IAN tsM and SceixrAxNtsu, is 
a moſt excellent and uſeful work for a ſtudent of divinity. Nothing hag 
a greater tendency to excite a loathing of thoſe deteſtable errors, than a 
naked and honeſt hiſtory of their authors and abettors, and all the modes 
of deceit and baſeneſs, with which they carry on their wretched ruined 
«17 ps * eee | | 
45. Dr. William Bragiman's Hiftorical Account” of the Azray 
Controverſy, in Eight Sermons, 1723, 1724. is an excellent ſupplement 
ad improvement upon Maimbourg; to which, add TitLEMonT's 
Hiſtory of Arianiſm. 5 N CC 
46. BuzxeTT's PASTORAL CARE, is a moft uſeful and excellent 
book ; it was written at the defire of good Queen Mary, for he uſe of 
the clergy ; ſhe had a defign of ſtimulating the miniſters of the church of 
England, to riſe to greater degrees of eminence in their profeſſion ; and 
Dr. Burnett, with Dr. Tillotſon, rejoiced to enter into her ſentiments, 


and purſue her deſigns ; the death of the Queea and Dr. Tillotſon 


about the ſame time, 1694, put a ſtop to this glorious deſign. 1 

47. Mr. John Maſon's STUDENT and PREACHER is a valuable 
book, and deſerves the beſt attention of all perſons of that character: I 
have not ſeen it for ſeveral years, and therefots cannot be particular in 
deſcribing its exce lencies. ä 

48. Hervey James, This great and good man honoured me with 
his friendſhip and correſpondence for the laſt fix years of his life, To 
attempt to deſcribe all the beauties and perfections of his Contemyla- 
tions and Dialogues, would be as vain as to try to paint the beams of the 
Sun, in its meridian glory, „ 


— 


Let me only obſerve, that there are two Poſthumous Works of this 
great man, which, are of uncommon worth and uſefulneſs. 1. Eleven 
Letters to Mr. John Welley, on Juſtification. 2. Four Sermons on 
the Deity of Chriſt. | 2 
49. DzMonoLOGIA; or, a Treatiſe of Satan's Temptations, by 
that deep and judicious divine, Ricnarn GrLeiN, 4to, 1677. 1. 
ever there was a man that was clearly acquainted with the cabinet. council 
of hell, this author is the man. Ac V 
50. Dr. Owen, on INDWELLING SIN, a new edition, 12mo. ſold 
by Mr. Keith, and recommended by fix Loadon miniſters. No book on 
the lubjeR equals this for moſh deep views on che human heart. 7% 
; #4 watt er : EDT. R nich 
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which, add a Treatiſe of Mr. Raz pm Vax Ane, 31 the Nee 


all Plagues, amo. 1 2 


N in Eu ent ein 44% 
51. The VANIT of the Won t D,.by Biſhop: Hopking, ame. A: 
ſmall treatiſe, full of the cleareſt demonſtrations, expreſſed in very ele- 
quent language I wiſh it was re-privied to give aπ . 
Fa. No inquifitive.sTVUDBYT, of a keen lively;T as TE, Will be-muth | 
at a loſs to fiad out the beſt hooks, written within theſe eighty-years / 
paſt.—I will only name a ſe of the moſt able and remarkable for ſounds: 
neſs, depth, and divine ſavour of experimental godlinefs, - Herion 
Brine, Gill, Richard Taylor; Abraham Tayler, his gon, on the Trinity, 
and his Treatiſe: on Saving Faith. Braggey Watte, Deddridge, Dr. 
Witherſpoon, Preſident ; Edwards... Halyhurton, Rah and Ebenezer: 
Erſkine, Stennet, Stennet, jun. Wallin, Booth, Stafford, Romaine, Venn, 
Gurdon on the Graces of the Spirit, Haweis, Pentycroſs, and Decoetlo- 
gon. HALT TroMas, his excellent Sermons on Chriſt a fit Mediator, 
at Coward's Lecture, 1729; and his admirable Sermons on Final Perſe- 
verance, in the Lime-Street Lectures, 17432.—Dr. Gols, on the 
Standing Uſe of the Scriptures, $vo.—-Wirson SAMUEL, his Sermons ' 
on efficacious Grace, and final Perſeverance, —RawLinRicnaand, hie 
moſt judicious Diſcourſes on Juſtification, preached at Pinner's Hall, 


1741. —Doddridge Dr. on Regeneration, —Dr. .John-Erkine's Thegles 
gical Eſſays, 12mo.—Sermons againſt Popery, by the excellent Mr. 
Thomas Bell, of Glaſgow, 1780. | 

But the time would fail me, to mention all the excellent men who 
have wrote in this century, many of whom are now living, and I pray 
God they may long live in uſefulneſs and honour; and may a more 
zealous race ariſe, to be the bulwarks of the Proteſtant cauſe, to the latter 
g 'y glory, ; 

53. DicTIONARIES and LEx1cons of the Languages; the beſt for 
the LATIN is Ainſworth, and the 8 by Mr. Thomas, two 
vols. 8 vo. or in one volume, by Mr. William Young. For the Garz 
TESTAMENT, Du Gard, 12mo. Dawſon, 8%0. Mintert, 4to. Park- 
hurſt's, 4to. Leigh, 4to. and folio.—Leigh's „ e and Anno- 
tations, in a ſmall folio,” is a valuable treaſure for a ſtudent. Blackwall's 
ſacred Claflics improved Mr. Hervey's fine Taſte for ſacred Criticiſm, 
For the Hz Bza tw, Robertſon's Gate and inner Door, with the Improve- 
ment of his Maniputaus, by Beuſden, with ParkhurRt's and Pike's Hebrew 
Lexicons, and the excellent Hebrew Grammar of the-preſent Dr. James 
Robertſon, Profeſſor of Hebrew at Edinburgh. Theſe are quite ſufficient 
for all the grand purpoſes of a ſtudent, and a chriſtian preacher. 

As to the EnGLIsKk LANG UAG, itisalmoſt.impefiibla for any young 
Man of the leaſt GEN Tus, and. furniture for the miniſtry not to know the 
vait importance and uſefulneſs of being exceedingly well acquainted with 
it, and the beſt method to attain it is to read, write, and ſpeak it inceſ- 
ſantly. Lord Bacon obſerves, that reading makes a full man, writing 
makes an xa or accurate man, and ſpeaking makes a ready man. 

And let me adviſe young ſtudents to be very diligent in reading ſome of 
the beſt authors, wo are remarkable for a ſtrong, vigorous, pure, lively _ 


ſtyle, 


AC 
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RY among which Anvreon; Dr. ArTzznvny, Mr. Maxi ver; 
and Dean SMITH, muſt ſtand as the fineſt models, as long as the Engliſh 
language and learning ſhall endure. ' - 

If a young b Tuptur is poſſeſt of any degree of true Tarr for 
LITERATURE, SCIENCE and DIVINITY: he muſt be conſcious of it 
in ſome meaſure by a elea ſenſe of the noble, the beautiful, and the affect. 
ing, in the attributes and actions of Gop, diſplayed in creation, provi. 
dence and redemption : and let me aſſu e — ſtudent that in propor- 
tion as he ſhail feel this taſte grow and refin is pleaſures will ariſe; 
aud if he feel noreliſh for baoks, or true divinity, he had better conſult 
his friends, lay afide all thoughts of the pulpit, and purſue ſome N 
ae employment in commercial or n life. 


| . 
Preface, page ii, for ſeveral, read ſerious. _ 
59, fer Geographus, read Geographicus, 
95» for Turtullian, read Tertullian. 
Fier Minutious, read Minutius. 
160, for Altica, read Attica, 
202, fer command, read commend. 
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ow, my dear kde; I 3 this Work, 
by committing it to Gop our Redeemer, pray= 
ing that his Providence may direct it into ſuch Hands, 
as ſhall need ſuch a Book to guide and animate them 
in their Studies and Labours in the Chriſtian Miniſtry. Th 
If I ſhall hear of any Good done by it, to one valuable 
young Man, or if it ſhould rouſe up one Sluggard & to 
Diligence; if one young Preacher ſhall riſe to greater 
Degrees of Eminence in the Pulpit, and to greater Dig- 
nity and Beauty in his Life and Converſation, I ſhall 
reliſh the Thought, even in the Agonies of Death, and 
aſcribe all the Glory to that divine Redeemer, Who is 
the firſt Cavs of all Creation; the ſupreme Good to 


the Soul; the ſovereign Loxp of all Conſciences, 8 
and the laſt Exp of the Univerſe. 


October 17, 1781. 


* True goſpel preachers are to all eternity n nearer tothe throne of Gos 
and the Lamb, than any other chriſtians, or the angels themſelves! What 
a ſtimulus to godly zeal, and generous ambition, is this! can a more 
ſublime idea enter the mind of man ? 1 
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